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BANGLADESH 


PAPER REPORTS ZIA'S ACTIVITIES IN DAMASCUS 
Talks with Al-Asad 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 May 81 p 1 


[Text] Damascus, May 4:--Bangladesh and Syria on Sunday struck uniformity of views 
for further consolidating the solidarity of the Islamic countries and also close 
cooperation among them in resolving the Middle East problems and facing economic 
challenges reports BSS Special Correspondent Hamiduzzaman. 


The visiting Bangladesh President Ziaur Rahman and Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad held formal talks lasting over two hours at the presidency here on Sunday 
evening and agreed that the core of the Middle East problems lay in the illegal 
Israeli occupation of Arab and Palestinian territories including Jerusalem. 


The two leaders stressed that united and concerted efforts by the Islamic countries 
were a paramount need of the hour to solve the problems. 


After the talks Bangladesh Foreign Minister Prof. Shamsul Huq told the accompanying 
newsmen that the two leaders also expressed great anguish and concern over the 
fratricidal conflict between the two brotherly Islamic countries--Iran and Iraq 
which is diverting the attention from the major problems of the Middle East. 
Besides it is also undermning [as published] the unity and solidarity in the rank 
of the Islamic countries. 


The two sides reviewed their bilateral relations and decided to set up a joint 
Foreign Ministers level committee to be supported by appropriate experts for fur- 
ther deepening and diversifying cultural and technical fields. 


President Hafiz Al Assad and Madami Assad have accepted an invitation from Presi- 
dent Zia to visit Bangladesh Prof. Huq said. 


During the meeting the two leaders also reviewed regional and international issues. 
President Assad characterised the visit of Bangladesh President to Syria as a 
historic landmark in the development of brotherly relations between the two 


countries. 


Reciprocating, President Zia paid tributes to President Assad for his courageous and 
dynamic leadership in the struggle of the Islamic world against Israel. 














Prot, Huq said the meeting was held in a friendly and cordial atmosphere. 


Bangladesh President was assisted in the meeting by Foreign Minister Prof, Shamsul 
Huq, Adviser to the President Dr. M. N. Huda and Additional Foreign Secretary 
Mr. Ataul Karim, 


The Syrian President wae assisted, among others, by Deputy Premier and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Mr. Abdul Halim Khadda.. 


President Ziaur Rahman on Sunday afternoon placed wreaths at the cemetery of mar~ 
tyrs dedicated in memory of those who laid down their lives in the struggle 
against Zionism in the outskirt of the city. 


Wide Coverage 


Meanwhile, the Syrian news media on Sunday gave wide coverage o- President Ziaur 
Rahman's visit to the Syrian Arab Republic. 


All the four major dailies including the English language daily the SYRIAN TIMES 
published photographs of President Zia and carried lead items welcoming the 
honoured guest. The Arabic language daily AL THAWRA carried a front page edito- 
rial on the visit of President Zia to Syria. The editorial describe [as published] 
the Bangladesh President as a prominent leader of the Third World and praised his 
leadership as a member of the summit level sub-committee on Al Quds. 


The radio and television also put on special programmes on President Zia's visit 
here, 


Message on Departure 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 May 81 p 1 


[Text] Damascus, May 4:--President Ziaur Rahman was accorded a hearty send off 
when he left here this morning ending a two day visit to Syrian Arab Republic, 
reports BSS. 


President Zia accompanied by his host President Hafez Al-Assad drove in a cere- 
monial motorcade from the State Guest House to the airport, 15 miles away from the 
city. 


President Zia who was accompanied by his wife during the visit took salute from a 
smartly turned out regiment of presidential guards while the national anthems of 
the two countries were played. The two presidents then inspected a guard of 
honour. 


President Assad escorted President Zia to the presentation line which included 
members of the Syrian cabinet, ruling party leaders and diplomats. 


The two Presidents embraced each other, before President Zia boarded the special 
plane. 


In a farewell message from the aircraft on way to FRG President Zia felicitated 
the Syrian President and the people for the warm hospitality they had shown to 
him, his wife and membersof his entourage. He also wished continued progress 
of the brotherly people of Syria. 


CSO: 4220/7759 

















BANGLADESH 


TEXT OF PRESIDENT RAHMA: 'S DAMASCUS BANQUET SPEECH 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4, 5 May 81 
[Article by Fazle Rashid] 

[4 May 81 pp l, 12] 


[Tex., Damascus, May 3:--The tenor of banquet speeches tonight by Bangladesh 
President Ziaur Rahman and Syrian President Hafez Assad was similar excepting for 
the fact that President Zia in his speech touched upon the crisis in Afghanistan 
while the host made no reference to it. 


President Assad regretted the absence of many-sided relations between Syria and 
Bangladesh but he hoped President Zia's visit would serve as a preiude to develop- 
ing friendship and expansion of avenues of cooperation. 


Mr. Assad said Islam was a powerful link and principles of Non-alignment is our 
common guide, 


The Syrian President expressed gratitude for President Zia's stand on Middle East. 
He lauded his initiative in building a modern Bangladesh and strengthening ties 
with Islamic countries. 


President Assad expressed grave concern at efforts at partitioning Lebanon and 
Israeli domination over it. 


President Zia said Muslim world is passing through its most critical phase. The 
brotherly peoples of Iran and Iraq are tragically engaged in fratricidal armed 
conflict. Continuing crisis in Afghanistan is yet another cause of our great con- 
cern. 


President Zia reiterated the urgency of an immediate solution of the crisis through 
withdrawal of all foreign troops from the soil of Afghanistan and creation of con- 
ditions in which the people of Afghanistan would be left free to determine their 
destiny. 


BSS adds: President Ziaur Rahman today called for global cooperation to tackle 
effectively the chronic problems stemming from the state of under development of 
the Third World countries. 

















Bangladesh President reiterated the urgent need for restructuring the system leading 
to the establishment of a New International BReonomic Order based on equity and 
justice in the interest of an enduring world peace. 


President Zia whe is now on a twoeday official visit to Syria at the invitation of 
President Assad said Bangladesh valued greatly the friendship with the brotherly 
people of Syria, which was rooted in shared history, religion and values and common 
aspirations, As a natural corollary, the pace of development of the relations 
between the two countries must be accelerated for the mutual benefit President Zia 
said and hoped that hie current visit would initiate a process for rapidly expanding 
relations in all fields between Syria and Bangladesh, 


le recalled that as fellow members of the Organisation of Lalamic Conference and 
the Non=-aligned Movement Bangladesh and Syria were cooperating in various forums for 
unity and solidarity among the Islamic and the Non-Aligned countries. 


President Zia said that decisions adopted at the third Islamic Summit meeting in 
Mecca and Taif and the historic Mecca Declaration presented new charter for the 
entire Islamic world and provide a blue print of increasing co-operation among the 
lelamic countries and also between Islamic and other countries that shared the 
Islamic values of justice, equality human dignity and universal britherhood [as 
published) of mankind. 


He reiterated Bangladesh firm conviction that an enduring peace in the Middle 
East could be established only on the basis of total and unconditional withdrawal 
of lterae!l from all Arab territories including the holy city of Jerusalem and the 
restoration of the legitimate rights of the heroic peoples of Palesti-< including 
their right to an independent state in their own homeland. 


The President denounced heinous Zionist attempt to annex the holy city of Jerusalem 
ase ite “eternal and undivided capital” as illegal and invalid. He also condemned 
the Zionist attempt to annex...the Galan feights [as published] in utter violation 
of ethics morality and all canons of international law. He appealed to the inter- 
national community to stand unitedly against the decision of Zionist regime and 
force it to vacate the agression [as published) by restoring the Golan heights to 
Syrian sovereignty. 


Zia's Speech 


Following is the text of speech delivered Sunday night by President Ziaur Rahman 
at the baquet [as published] hosted by President Hafez Al-Asad: 


“Your Excellency, The President of the Syrian Arab Republic, 
Madame Hafez Al-Asead, Excellencies, Ladies and Gent lemen, 


Assalam Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatahu. 


We are, indeed, very happy to be in the midst of our esteemed friends and brothers 
of the Syrian Arab Republic in the historic city of Damascus. I bring with me the 
warm greetings and best wishes of the people of Bangladesh for the brotherly people 
of Syria. 




















We are deeply touched by the heart warming welcome and generous hospitality 
aceorded to us, On behalf of my wife, members of my entourage and also on my own 
behalf, allow me Excellency, to express our most sincere thanks for thie fraterna! 
welcome and gracious hospitlity., [ase published) 


Excellency, 


We have been watching with great admiration the rapid strides made by the Syrian 
Arab Republic under your able and dynamic leadership in a1! fields, Your brave 
and tireless efforts for the cause of the people of Palestine have won for you the 
high esteem of the Muslims throughout the world, 


in Bangladesh we are currently engaged in a nationwide drive for achieving 4 self- 
reliant economy designed to improve the quality of life of the 90 million people of 
our country. Tt is no doubt a challenging task; but we are confident that through 
the determined efforts of our people and cooperation of friendly countries we 

shall be able to meet thie challenge. 


Global Peace 


Our deep commitment to global peace and progress ie total and unequivocal, We 
desire to live in peace. freedom honour and dignity. We etand for strict adherence 
to the principles of peaceful co-existence, sovereignty equality of all nations, 
respect for territorial integrity, noninterference in the internal affaire of other 
states, non-use of force and peaceful settlement of all disputes, We are firmly of 
the view that it is possible to resolve all disputes and probleme through peaceful 
means and negotiations, given an atmosphere of mutual trust and understanding. 





As fellow members of the Organisations of the Islamic Conference and the Non- 
aligned Movement, our two countries are cooperating in various forums for unity 
and solidarity among the Ielamic and the Non-aligned countries. We believe that 
the decisions adopted at the Third Islamic Summit Meeting in Mecca and Taif and 
the historic Mecca Declaration present a new charter for the entire Islamic world 
and provide a blue-print of increasing cooperation among the Islamic countries and 
aleo between Islamic and other countries that share the Islamic values of justice 
equality, human dignity and universal brotherhood of mankind. 


Palestinian Cause 


The peace loving nations of the world, especially ‘he Islamic nations, are today 
greatly dismayed by the deepening crisis in the Middle East. Our heroic Palestinian 
brethren are the victims of most inhuman atrocities. We reiterate our firm con- 
viction that an enduring peace in the Middle East can be established only on the 
basis of total and unconditional withdrawal of Israel from all Arab territories 
including the holy city of Jerusalem and restoration of the legitimate rights of 

the heroic peoples of Palestine including their right to an independent state in 
their own homeland. 


We reject the heinous Zionist attempt to annex the holy city of Jerusalem as its 
“eternal and undivided capital” as illegal and invalid. It is aleo an affrent [as 
published] to the sentiments of all Muslims as well as Christians alike. We 
strongly condemn the Zionist attempt to annex the Golan Heights in utter violation 











of ethics, morality, and all canons of international law, We earnestly appeal to 
the international community to etand unitedly against this illegal act of the 
Zionist regime and foree it to vacate the aggression by restoring the Golan Heights 
to Syrian sovereignty, 


We view great anguish and concern the present crisis in Lebanon, The Zionist inter- 
vention in thie erisise and interference in the internal affaire of Lebanon and an 
attack on her sovereignty and territorial integrity resigned to weaken Arab 
deterrant posture, We sincerely hope that joint efforts will lead to national 
reconciliation and peace and order will be restored with full respect to Lebanon's 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. 


[5 May 81 p 4] 


[Text] Following is the remaining part of the text of speech delivered on Sunday 
night by President Ziaur Rahman at the banquet hosted by President Hafez Al Assad 
in Syria, 


We view with great anguish and concern the present crisis in Lebanon. The Zionist 
intervention in this crisis tantamounts to interference in the Internal Affaire of 
Lebanon and an attack on her sovereignty and territorial integrity. We urge upon 
the parties concerned to cease hostilities immediately and reach a just and honour- 
able settlement through peaceful negotiations in the interest of peace in the 
region, 


At a time when the Muslim world is passing through its most critical phase, the 
two brotherly peoples of Iraq and Iran are tragically [as published] engaged in 
a fratricical armed conflict resulting in loss of valuable lives and resources. 
On behalf of the good offices Committee I declare we shall not, Inshallah relent 
in our efforts to end this unfortunate conflict through a just and honourable 
settlement. 


The continuing crisis in Afghanistan is yet another cause of our great concern. 

We reiterate the urgency of an immediate solution of this crisis through the with- 
drawal of all foreign troops from the soil of Afghanistan and creation of conditions 
in which the people of Afghanistan would be left free to determine their own 

destiny without any external interference or intervention. 


In the context of our policy of firm opposition to imperialism colonialism, neo- 
colonialism, racism, domination and hegemoniem in any form or manifestation we 
condemn once again in unequivocal terms the apartheid policy of the racist regime 
of South Africa and reiterate our unstinted support for the heroic peoples of 
Azania and Namibia in their just struggle for freedom and justice. 


Excellency, I cannot help emphasising that the chronic problems stemming from the 
state of under-development of the Third World countries results of centuries of 
neglect and exploitation cannot be tackled effectively without global cooperation 
meant specifically to reverse the exploitive trends of the past. We reiterate the 
urgent need for restructuring the system leading to the establishment of a New 
International Economic Order based on equity and justice in the interest of an 
enduring world peace. 

















Excellency, We greatly value the friendship between our two brotherly peoples 
rooted in our shared history religion and values and common aspirations, Ae a 
natural corollary the pace of development of relations between our two countries 
must be accelerated for our mutual benefit, This visit, | hope, will initiate a 
process for rapidly expanding relations in all fields between our two countries, 


Your Excellency Brother Hafez Al-Assad, as I conclude I wish to thank you Madame 
Assad, Government and brotherly people of Syria once again for your gracious 
hospitality. Ll wish to extend a very cordial invitation to you and Madame Hafez 
Al-Assad to visit our country which will provide our people with an opportunity to 
demonstrate their high esteem for you and your great country. 


I wish Your Excellency long life happiness and success and the brotherly people of 
the Syrian Arab Republic continued peace progress and prosperity”. [ae published) 


C80: 4220/7758 

















PRESLDENT'S SPEECH OPENS MAY DAY CELEBRATION WEEK 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 3 May 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] President Ziaur Rahman on Friday evening inaugurated the ‘week for imple- 
mentation of industrial revolution in the spirit of May Day' with a call for 
establishing an exploitation free society inspired by Bangladeshi nationaliam, 
reports BSS. 


The President said that the ideal of Bangladeshi nationalism backed up the process 
of establishing an exploitation-free society and added, language, culture, land, 
religion, economy and the struggle for Liberation comprised the corner stone of 
Bangladesh nationalism. 


President Zia said establishment of an exploitation free society meant ensuring of 
five basic requirements for all citizens, the five basic needs for a human life are 
education, shelter, food, clothing and health and family planning. 


He said, we have to ensure equitable distribution of wealth for meeting these 
basic needs and for that matter the production at all levels has to be increased. 


The President said, the massive force latent in working class has to be organised 
through institutions for increasing the production at all levels, for organising the 
working force for enhancing production. The political, social, economic and 
religious rights of the workers have to be granted through the functioning of 
multi-party democracy. 


President Zia described himself as a worker and said, all the citizens should feel 
honour by identifying themselves as workers as we have to be workers in our action 
and makeup for developing the country. 


He said, the developed nations have increased their production level by following 
the spirit of ‘May Day’ and added, we all should endeavour to increase the national 
production through our best efforts. 


President Zia said, the organised labour force has to be involved in production for 
strengthening the national economy through peaceful revolutionary process and 
added, we have to quicken our development through peaceful resolution to make 

good the losses of centuries colonial rule and exploitation on this land. 


Continuing, he said, the implementation of the development programmes are to be 
processed through peaceful revolution and added, we have experienced much blood 
shedding during our independence war. 


























The funetiun held at the Shilpakala Academy in Dacea was also addressed by Labour 
and industrial Wellare Minteter Mr, Reaguddin Ahmed and Labour Secretary, Mr 

A, §. M, Golam Mustafa. The inaugural function was attended, among others, by 
Vice-President Mr Justice Abdus Sattar, Members of the Cabinet, diplomats, civi) 
officials and workers, 


Speaking on the occasion, Mr Reaguddin Ahmed said, increase of national production 
is essential for all our socio-economic development. We referred to President 
Lia's call for peaceful industrial revolution and said, fo. thie reason, this year 
May Day bears especial significance for our workers who have spontaneously responde 
to the call of the President, 


The Labour Minister expressed the hope that the lessons of May Day will inapire us 
to adopt Bangladeshi nationaliem which will help develop a happy and prosperous 
country and serve ase motivating force for bringing about economic emancipation for 
all. 


C80: 4220/7757 











BANGLADESH 


TEXT OF PRESIDENT RAHMAN'S MAY DAY MESSAGE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English | May 81 p 1 


(Text) President Ziaur Rahman on Thursday called for increasing production in 
fie'de and factories for further strengthening the economic foundation of the coun- 
try, reporte BSS, 


In a May Day message the President said the working clase of the country inepired 
with the ideal of Bangladeshi nationaliam could positively contribute to attaining 
this goal through their relentless efforts, We said this is their (workers) 

responsibility towards the nation and the country and added "I have the fa‘th that 
they will fulfil their responsibility with sincere dedication." 


The President extended his felicitation to all the working people on the occasion 
saying that the memory of self-sacrifice of this day will remain evershining in 
the mind of the workers of the world. 


President Zia said peaceful revolution has begun in the industrial sector in 
Bangladesh side by side with the revolutionary process going on in the agriculture 
sector. The peaceful revolution aimed at establishing a welfare and exploitation 
free society. He said and added to attain this goal we require to increase produc- 
tion in the field and factories for further strengthening of the national economic 
foundation. [as published] 


C80: 4220/7754 
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ACTIVITLES OF VISITING QATAR MINISTER REPORTED 


Visite to President, Foreign Minister 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Apr 81 p 1 


[Text] The visiting Qatar Minister for Induetry and Agriculture, Sheikh Faisal 
Bin Thani-Al Thani called on President Ziaur Rahman et Bangobhavan in Dacca on 
Tuesday afternoon and remained with him for some time says BSS. 


Foreign Minister Professor M. Shameul Huq, Agriculture Minister Mr Nurul Islam 
and Jute Minister Mr Habibullah Khan were present on the occasion. 


Sattar 


Sheikh Faisal Bin Thani Al-Thani called on Vice-President Mr Justice Abdus Sattar 
at hie Secretariat office on Tuesday morning. 


During the meeting the Vice-President informed the visiting Minister of the 
developmental efforts particularly in the field of agriculture now underway in 
the country. 


The country hopes to attain not only self-suffictency in food but also to export 
foodgrains in the next five years or so, the Vice-President told the Minister. 


Sheikh Faisal appreciated the efforts for boosting agricultural production in 
Bangladesh. 


Justice Sattar reciprocated the sentiwents expressed by the Minister of Qatar to 
forge a closer bond of friendship between the two brotherly Muslim countries. 


Shamsu! Huq 


Foreign Minister Prof Muhammad Shameul Huq and the visiting Qartar [as published) 
Minister for Industry and Agriculture on Tuesday expressed keen interest for 
increasing bilateral cooperation between the two countries. 


Prof Huq and Sheikh Al-Thani held discussions informally in a friendly and cordial 
atmosphere covering bilateral, regional and international matters of mutual interest 
at the Foreign Office. The Foreign Minister earlier warmly welcome his guest 

at the Foreign office. [as published] 
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The Qatar Minister who is leading a nine-member high-powered delegation of his 
country expressed the keen interest of Qatar in increasing closer cooperation 
with Bangladesh in various fields, 


The two Ministers noted with satisfaction the emphasis laid on the need for closer 
cooperation among the Islamic countries in the Mecca Delcaration and the communique 
adopted by the third Islamic Summit held in Mecca and Taif. 


They expressed “deep anguish and concern" over the continuing conflict between 
Iran and Iraq and stressed the "imperative need" for ending the conflict not 

only in the interest of the two warring Muslim countries but of the entire Islamic 
world, 


The Qatar Minister extended an invitation to the Foreign Minister to pay a visit 
to his country. 


Agricultural, Industrial Cooperation 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Apr 81 p 1 


[Text] Bangladesh and Qatar have decided to cooperate in the agricultural field 
and set up some joint venture industries in the two countries reports BSS. 


This was stated at a Press briefing addressed jointly by Qatar Minister for 
Industries and Agriculture Sheikh Faisal Bin Thani Al-Thani and Bangladesh 
Agriculture Minister Nurul Islam at the end of official talks between the two 
countries. 


Sheikh Thani summed up his week-long visit to Bangladesh as "very successful" 
in knowing the country and exploring the possible areas of future cooperation 
between the two countries. 


Giving his impression about Bangladesh which Sheikh Thani described as "a 
brotherly country and our second home;" the Qatar Minister also visualised a 
good future for Bangladesh "with the type of people you have." 


Asked about specific areas of future collaboration the Qatar Minister listed 
agriculture, joint venture industrial projects export of surplus rice and agri- 
cultural commodities to Qatar as the possible fields where the two countries 
could fruitfully cooperate. 


Bangladesh Agriculture Minister Nurul Islam said that the talks covered wide 
ranging suvjects relating to agricultural development joint ventures in petro- 
chemical industries, fish cries [as published] and livestocks and exchange of 
manpower and expertise. 


He described the visit of the Qatar Minister as “just the beginning” of bilateral 
economic cooperation. 


The Agriculture Minister said that he had accepted an invitation of the Qatar 
Minister to visit his country soon to follow up the talks. 
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Farlier, offtielalelevel talkea were held between Bangladesh and Qatar at the Stute 
Guest House, 


Bangladesh side was led by Secretary Ministry of Agriculture and Forest Mr, 
A. 2. M. Obaidullah Khan while Mr. Sultan Al-Kuwari; Director of Agriculture 
affairs of the State of Oatar led his country's delegation at the talks, 


Bangladesh Agriculture and Foreat Minister Nurul Islam and Qatar Agriculture and 
Industries Minister Sheikh Faisal Bin Thani Al-Thani aleo held separate meeting. 


CSO: 4220/7746 


13 

















BANGLADESH 


FOREIGN MINISTER SPEAKS AT JAPANESE RECEPTION 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Apr 8) p 1 


[Text] Foreign Minister Prof. Muhammad Shameul Huq on Wednesday hoped that the 
bilateral friendly relations between Bangladesh and Japan would grow from strength 
to strength, reports BSS. 


Speaking at a reception accorded by the Ambassador of Japan to mark the National 
Day of Japan Prof. Huq praised Japan for ite commitment to world peace and prog- 
ress. 


Prof. Huq wished long life to the Emperor of Japan on whose birth day the National 
Day of Japan is observed. 


Lauding the progress made by Japan, a fraternal Asian country, the Foreign 
Minister said that Bangladesh admired Japan's commitment to the cause of the 
developing countries as well as world peace. 


"The Foreign Minister observed that the relations between the two countries 
have reached a new height during the past few years, for which Prof, Huq con- 
gratulated Ambassador Otsuka of Japan. [as published] 


The Foreign Minister recalled the warm and friendly welcome accorded to President 
Ziaur Rahman during his visit to Japan in 1978. 


The Foreign Minister wished continued peace and progress for the people of Japan. 
A number of Cabinet Ministers including Mr. Obaidur Rahman, Minister for Civil 


Aviation, Mr. Saifur Rahman, Minister for Finance and Mr. L K Siddiqui, State 
Minister for Power, Water Resources and Flood Control, attended the reception. 


CSO: 4220/7750 























BANGLADESH 


PRESS REPORTS ACTIVITIES OF DELEGATION IN BRUSSELS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 30 Apr 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Brussele Apr. 29:—-King Bouduin of Belgium desired that the existing 
friendly bonds between the two countries would lead to much wider economic relations 
to their mutual advantages when Bangladesh could mark her economic development 
further particularly in the rural and agricultural fields, reports BSS. 


The Belgian King said this when he received the visiting Bangladesh Deputy Premier 
Jamaluddin Ahmed yesterday morning at the Royal Palace. Mr. Jamaluddin is in 
Brussels as the head of a highpowered delegation to four EEC countries including 
its headquarters in Brussels pleading for investment in Bangladesh due to conducive 
climate and legal protection. 


The Belgian King showed keen interest in the economic course of the meeting and 
praise Prisident [as published] Ziaur Rahman for his "remarkable leadership" he 
was providing to his country as well the role he had been playing in the interna- 
tional sphere. During their discussion of the forthcoming visit of the Belgian 
monarch an [as published] Queen Fabiola to Bangladesh in late May the Deputy 
Premier handed over to the King a personal “written message" from President Zia. 


The Belgian Prime Minister Mark Eyskens noted with satisfaction the expanding rela- 
tions between the two countries and recalled his visit to Bangladesh while he was 
Minister for Development Cooperation. He referred to the economic development 
taken place since then in Bangladesh with satisfaction when the Deputy Premier 
called on the Belgian Premier yesterday. 


The Deputy Premier thanked the Belgian leader for his interest he showed in the 
development of relations between the two countries. 


The visiting Bangladesh minister had a working session later with the Belgian 
Foreign Trade Minister in which officials of both the sides were present when 
various aspects of economic relations between the two nations were discussed. 


It was followed by a luncheon at the Egmont Palace in honour of the Bangladesh 
Deputy premier hosted by the Belgian Foreign Minister Charles Ferdinand Nothomb 
which was attended by Foreign Trade Minister Robert Urbain high officials and 
leading people from different walks of life. Bangladesh Ambassador to the EEC and 
the Benelux nations Faruq A Chowdhury accompanied the Deputy Premier in all the 
occasions. 
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The Deputy Primier [as published] addressed members of the Belgo-Bangladesh joint 
economic committee later in the afternoon at the World Trade Centre detailing on 
the investment climate and preferential measures adopted as a matter of policy to 
attract ventures from abroad in the fields of leather footwear electronics, canning 
and preservation, cottonisation and woolonisation of jute, shipbuilding pharma- 
ceuticals agro and gasobase industries etcetera. [as published) He also detailed 
on the Export Processing Zone at Chittagong ready for possible investors. 


Chaired by Mr. Dahlmann President of Belgo-Bangladesh Joint Economic Committee the 
gathering was attended by a large number of Belgian entrepreneurs who showed keen 
interest to talk to undertake projects in Bangladesh, It was attended also by the 
high officials of the Bangladesh desk of the Foreign Office and the Foreign Trade 
Ministry of the Belgian government. The committee threw a dinner in honour of the 
visiting delegation from Bangladesh, 


Earlier in the morning a hectic session packed with industrialists from various 
countries of the Common Market was held arrange by the EEC headquarters enabling 
members of the delegation to get closer contact with them. [as published] 


Rashidul Hasan Director General of Industries addressed the European Community of 
industrialists about the Bangladesh Government policy for foreign investment. 
Bangladesh EEC Mission Economic Minister Syed Shamim Ahsan was present to assist 
the delegation in answering querries on the investment climate and other related 
issues, The European entrepreneurs demonstrated keen interest coming even from 
Denmark and Switzerland Holland Germany France U.K. and of course from Belgium with 
specific proposals for setting up undertakings in Bangladesh. Members of the 
Bangladesh delegation freely exchanged enquiries and proposals with their West 
European counterparts including the financing aspects of the possible projects. 
Many of them desired to visit Bangladesh for on the spot exploration of their pro- 
posals. 


They also took up the possible constraints and limitations they might have to face 
going to Bangladesh which was clarified by the Bangladesh side. Director General 
of the Directorate General of Industries Number Three of the Common Market presided 
over the session taking place at the Manhattan Centre of the Sheraton Hotel 
Brussels. 


CSO: 4220/7750 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON DEMOCRATIC LEAGUE EXECUTIVE MEETING 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 29 Apr 81 p 3 


[Text] The National Executive Committee of Democratic League at a meeting on 
Sunday urged the people to participate in constitutional movement for estab- 
lishment of sovereign parliament to achieve national unity for preserving the 
independence and sovereignty of the country. 





Presided over by Khandkal Mushtaq Ahmed chief of the party the meeting in a 
resolution said only the use of joint efforts of the better talents by way of a 
sovereign parliament could solve the problems that the countrv was facing now. 


The meeting said that the country was now faced with a critical situation. It 
alleged that the Government was leading the country towads irustration [as pub- 
lished] anarchy and aggrandisement when national unity for facing aggression was 
the need of the hour. 





The meeting said that a political party based in a foreign country and the Govern- 
ment were competing to show their allegiance to a foreign country thus taking the 
independence and sovereignty of the country under threats. 


The meeting said that corruption had reached its highest peak and the people were 
burdened with taxes. The economy was in bad shape. Religious beliefs and moral 
values were being destroyed, The lawand order situation had also deteriorated 
the meeting observed. 


In another resolution the meeting demanded return of nationalised industries 
banks and insurance companies to the private sector. 


CSO: 4220/7748 
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BANGLADESH 


AGENCY INTERVIEWS EEC PRESIDENT ON AID TO DACCA 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Apr 61 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Bruesele Apr. 28:--EEC, Commiseion President Gaston Thorn reiterated the 
Community's allout cooperation and assistance to help win Bangladesh her economic 
challenge when their bilateral relations were strengthening very happ!ly. 


The European Community President told BSS following his meeting with Bangladesh 
Deputy Premier Jamaluddin Ahmed here Monday at the EEC headquarters that the 
Community would certainly do its best to help and assist Bangladesh in her 
search for economic development despite the calamities it faced from the nature 
and the worldwide recession, 


The Deputy Premier is leading a highpowered delegation to four EEC countries, 
Britain, Belgium and Denmark to attract possible investors in bilateral and joint 
ventures in different sectors of traditiona!, nontraditional agro and gas based 
industries. 


On the first leg of his hectic trip to the EEC countries, Mr Ahmed had a long and 
detailed session with the community's Vice-President Wilhelm Haferkamp Monday 
morning at the EEC headquarters accompanied by Bangladesh Ambassador Faruq A 
Chowdhury and other aides. 


At a formal luncheon hosted by him Mr Haferkamp recalled President Ziaur Rahman's 
visit to the EEC in 1979 and said our relations since then intensified and we 
noted with admiration and sympathy the remarkable development Bangladesh so far 
made. 


"We can extend our hands in cooperation, but it is the people of Bangladesh to 
mark their achievement" he said adding, “Bangladesh was very well contributing in 
North-South Dialogue, Non-aligned conference and Islamic moot.” He recalled his 
visit of Bangladesh in March last when he had met President Zia and Cabinet 
members to come to know its economic plan and found development in industry and 
agriculture interestingly encouraging. The Commission Vice-President described 
the Bangladesh legislation on foreign investment protection and taxation as an 
“important development” and as a very positive outlook on the part of Bangladesh 
by which she could attract investors. 


Asked to opine on President Zia's proposed South Asia moot for cooperation, the 
EEC Vice-President said, we are in full sympathy with the move as it transpired 
the urge of cooperation conciliation and pragmatism towards development in peace 
for prosperity. 


CSO: 4220/7746 
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CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS SKEPTICAL ON FOREIGN ALD 


Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4 May 61 pp 1, 12 


[Text]) The participante in the concluding day's session of the special conference 
of the Bangladesh Economic Association (BEA) on Sunday were quite sceptical of the 
role of foreign aid in generating real productive growth of the economy. 


The main tenor of discourses and discussions at the session on various aspecte of 
foreign aid and ite impact on the economy wae that dependency on foreign aid would 
lead to ever-deepening crisis without helping the least to retrieve the economy 
from ite existing state of structural imbalances. 





The broad consensus that emerged in the course of delideratione [ae published) by 
the participants was that foreign aid was ‘inextricably linked with political 
strings’ and resulted in external interference and ‘donor dictates’ much to the 
detriment of the ‘national interests’. 


In all, ten papers were read at the day's session. Among those who presented the 
papers included Dr. Quazi Kholiquzaman Prof. Mosharraf Hossain, Dr. Sofia Hasna 
Jahan Ali, Dr. Mohammad Ali Akbar, Mr. Atiar Rahman, Mr. Mohammad Mahmood, Mir 
Obaidur Rahman, Mr. M. A. Jalil, and Mr. K. M. Matin, Prof. Raihan Sharif, Prof. 
Abu Mahmood, Dr. M. A. Atahar, Dr. Sheikh Maqeood Ali, Syed Jamaluddin Mr. Abdus 
Samad and Kazi Akram Hossain took part in the discussions. 


The participants observed that foreign aid was ‘a tool of economic exploitation’ and 
integration of our economy with international capitalist syetem that resulted in 
political, economic and cultural domination. Dependency on foreign aid, they 
noted, dampens the initiative for national self-reliance. 


Various issues which came up for close scrutiny in connection with the discussions 
on foreign aid included transfer of inappropriate technology, consultancy fees, 
distorted allocation pattern, sectoral imbalances, maintenance of the socio- 
political status quo, etc. 


In hie paper, Prof. Mosharraf Hossain maintained that there was no immediate pros- 
pect for o dramatic change in the power and class structure as well as in the inter- 
nal resource mobilisation strategy. He felt that the aid-givers must be persuaded 
hard in this context to allow potentials of engineering and technological facili- 
ties to help support raising of new industrial facilities in the organised sector 
of the economy. 
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Dr, Kholiquesaman discussed the strategic importance of Bangladesh in big power 
rivalry and in the context of the Indian Ocean and the natural resource endow- 
ment that allured the Western aid to the country, 


The contention of Syed Jamaluddin in favour of accepting foreign aid in the country 
was strongly contested by Prof, Abu Mahmood in the session, While Syed Jamaluddin 
felt that Bangladesh would not be able to run herself without foreign aid for the 
next ten to 15 years Dr. Abu Mahmood observed that Weatern countries were funnel ing 
funde to Bangladesh recognising the potentials of exploiting the country's 
resources, 


Referring to the contention of some that the Eastern Socialist countries were also 
accepting foreign aid, Dr. Mahmood Noted that aid to dependants [as published] 
and aid to equale were not the same. 


Mr. Abdus Samad suggested that the economists should suggest a future course of 
deve lopment and alternatives for domestic resource mobilisation in case of non- 
acceptance of foreign aid. We was however of the view that planning for a mixed 
economy would always involve an element of uncertainity [as published] about 
resource flows. 


CSO: 4220/7758 

















PARLLAMENT DICUSSES GOVERNMENT EDUCATION POLICY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 May 61 pp 1, 16 


[Text] Shah Agisur Rahman, Prime Minister and Leader of the House said that a 
planned education system wae the objective of the present government's education 
policy. The government was making efforte in that direction. He said that the 
universities of the country were own autonomous, 


The Prime Minister was speaking while winding up the discussion on the Dacca 
University (amendment) Bill on Thureday in the Jatiya Sangead in the evening. 

The bill paseed by voice of vote after the PM's speech. Shah Agiz further said 
that 20,000 primary schools have been brought under development scheme. Under 
this eceme [as published) a new curriculum will be introduced which, includes 
vocational course. Under the development plan 700 nongovernment schools have also 
been included. 145 government schools and 37 government colleges will be included 
in the scheme. 





He also said that within only nine months 27 lakh people were given functional 
education in the country under literacy programme. Within next four year the 
country will be freed from illiteracy. [as published) The prime Minister who is 
also in charge of the Ministry of Education said. [as published] 


He furher [as published) said that it was a prde [as published] of the present 
government that it has restored some descipline [as published] in the Dacca Uni- 
versity after introduction of semister [as published] system. During the last 
three years attendance in classes in the university rose to record number. 


Shah Aziz aleo said that during the Awami League regime election to Dacca University 
Students’ Union was not held. Students’ right to voice their demands were cur- 
tailed. The present government restored the right and election to DUCSU was held 
after six vears. 


Leader of the House refuting the allegation said that all the universities vere 
autonomous during their regime. Universities, he said, decide about the examina- 
tion, currteulum and even the expenditure of the government money which constitutes 
89 per cent | the epending. But the universities are not accountable (to government. 
He said the xovernment decides only the poiicy. [as published] 


Regarding appointment of Vice-Chencellors the Prime Minister said that Professor 
Faziu!l Halim Chowdhury and Professor M. A. Bari were elected by the respective 
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universities as number one candidate for appoinment as Vice-Chancellors, He 

said that he had no alternative but to appoint the number one man, We said that 
late Sheikh Mujibur Rahman made the provision of appointing a Pro-Vice Chancellor 
to provide party supporters in administration in universities, We further said 
that Professor Afsaruddin was appointed Pro-Vice Chancellor in the Dacca University 
which was resented he said that negotiation with the university teachers were going 
on for 4 solution, [as published) 


The Leader of the House said that another credit of the present government was 
introduction of scholarship for meritorious students in the country. An amount 
of 90 crore Taka would be given as echolarship in five years, he said, 


A Victory 


farlier in the same session Mr. Asadugzaman Khan, Leader of the Opposition while 
speaking on the bill suggested resotration of all the povisions [as published] of 
1973 Dacca University Order which was amended by an ordinance in 1977. We observed 
that the 1973 order was the result of long years of struggle by teachers and stu- 
dente for autonomy of the universities, But by the 1977 ordinance the autonomy 

of the university was curtailed, he said, This has resulted in movement by the 
teachers and students due to which the government was restoring only two provisions 
of the earlier order, This was a victory of the struggle by the teachers and stu- 
dents. 


A total of 11 Opposition members participated the discussion on the bill in the 
morning and nine members participated the discussion in the evening session. Those 
who participated the discussion (morning session) are: Mr. Mugaffar Ahmed (NAP) Mr. 
Almas Hossain (ML), Mr. Imajuddin Pramanik (AL-H), Mr Asadugzaman Advocate (AL-i), 
Mr. Rafiqullah Choudhury (Gano Front) Col. (Retd) Anwarullah (AL-H), Mr Shudhangshu 
Shekhar Haldar (AL-H) Mr. Rashed Khan Menon (Ganotantrik Andolan) Principal Nazrul 
Islam (AL-H) Mr. Suranjit Sen Gupta (Jatiyo Ekota Party), Mr. A. S. M. Solaiman 
(Ganofront). 


In the evening session Professor Mofizul Islam (BJL) Mr hahjahan Siraj and Mr. 
Golam Mostafa (JSD), Mr. Mozammel Huq (IDL), and from (AL-H) Mr. Salauddin Yusuf, 
Mr A. B. M. Taleb Ali, Mr. Profullah Kumar Shil, Mr. Abdul Jabbar, Mr. Sirajul 
Islam and Mr. Habibur Rahman, took part in the discussion. 


Proposals for circulation of the bill for elicting [as published] public opinion 
were rejected by voice vote. 


CSO: 4220/7753 
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BANGLADESH 


MINISTER REPORTS 24,3 PERCENT LITERACY RATE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Apr 81 p 1 
{Text} The literacy rate in 1979-80 in the country wae 24.3 per cent. 


This wae etated at the Jatiya Sangead by Mr Abdul Baten, State Minieter for Educa- 
tion on Wednesday in 4 written reply to a question from Ukil Shahadat Hossain 
Choudhury (BNP). 


He further said that there were one crore 19 lakh 68 thousand children in the 5-9 
year age group who were eligible to etudy at primary schoole. The number of primary 
students during the same period wae 82 lakh % thousand 526 studying at 43 thousand 
936 primary schools. The number of primary teachers were one lakh 88 thousand 

2m. 


Mr Abdul Baten while anewering another question eaid that during the same period 
the number of high schools students (10-16 year age group) was one crore 47 lakh 
four thousand etudying at 8 thousand 6 hundred 42 high schools of which 155 were 
Government schools. The number of high school teachers were 82 thousand 61, he 
said. [ase published) 


CSO: 4220/7751 
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PRESIDENT OPENS ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 May 61 pp 1, 8 


[Text] President Ziaur Rahman on Thursday advised the economists to be pragmatic 
and shun their text book approach, patterned on Western thinking, to the problems 
faced by the country. 


Inaugurating the four-day general meeting and conference of Bangladesh Economic 
Association (BEA) at the Engineers, Institute auditorium, the President noted that 
the economiste often make excellent theoritical [as published) exposition based on 
unrelated academic theories. “But we have to find out our solutions in our own 
way,” the President said. 


President Zia spoke at length on various criticieme against Government's economic 
policies and regretted that the economists had hardly been able to offer practical 
solutions to the economic problems. 


Presided over by Dr Abdul Gafur, President of BEA, the inaugural session of the 
conference was addressed by Prof. Fazlul Halim Choudhury, Vice-Chancellor of the 
Dacca University and Mr A F Mustahid, General Secretary of the BEA. 


President Ziaur Rahman said that the economists had been criticising the Government 
for ite failure in solving economic problems over the years. But, he asked them 
what solutions they could give. 


President Zia said that those who discuss and often criticise the economic policy, 
had no idea about the real condition of the country. He told them to ask them- 
selves how many of them had connections with the rural people who constituted the 
overwhelming majority of the population. “You want to solve the problems of 
Bangladesh following which system?", he asked them. 


Gram Sarkar 


President Zia said, "I have been moving round the rural areas almost everyday. 
This is my firm conviction that the self-reliant Gram Sarkars can only solve the 
problems of the country.” He advised the economists not to challenge the Gram 
Sarkars, because it had already started producing good results. 


He reminded that during colonial period the grass-root level was never allowed to 
be organised. Under the present social system, the Gram Sarkar was highly essen- 
tial, he said. 
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President Zia eaid that Bangladesh was one of the least developed countries and in 
the past neither the country nor ite economy was ever free, “We have a long past 
of colonial subjugation and exploitation and now we need foreign assistance to 
make up the resources gap,” he said, 


President Zia said that it was very easy to solve the problems academically. 
But, in reality it was very difficult to run a country like Bangladesh which had 
resource conetraints. He said that the world economy had been in a bad shape 
due to world-wide inflation, pricehike of of] and war at places. "You should 
appreciate our problem that we have started our development process in such a 
difficult situation,” he said. 


President Ziaur Rahman said that the country at present had to spend Tk 1000 
crore per year for importing o1]1 as againet Tk 150 crore epent a few yeare back, 
The prices of jute country's main foreign exchange earner were not increasing 
compared to the price-hike of other commodities and products. The Government had 
to give subsidy totalling Tk 500 to 600 crore annually on different items. Under 
such circumstances, he said "We have to take foreign assistance". It would not 
create any adverse effect on the economy if “we can pursue a correct plan", he 
said, 


President Zia referred to the canal digging programme and said that it had resulted 
in increasing food production. He said that it would not be possible to develop 
the country without the assistance and support of the masses. "We are organising 
them socially, economically and politically", he said. 


Basic Shift 


Dr Abdul Gafur said that a basic shift in the national economic policy and develop- 
ment strategy was brought recently. The major aspect of the shift was to abandon 
the goal of socialiem of First Five-Year Plan. He said that the FFYP was framed 

to create preconditions of establishing socialiem. 


Dr Gafur said that the Two-Year Plan (1978-80) and the Second Five-Year Plan aimed 
at flourishing capitalism in the economy. He said that priority of private sector 
in agriculture, industries and trade ani commerce was the main basis of the Second 
Plan. 


Dr Gafur observed that capicalistic [as published] development strategy creates 
unemployment and increases exploitation tremendously. Mase poverty, unemployment 
and malnutrition in Bangladesh were increasing as the second of this process, he 
said. 


Prof Fazlul Halim Choudhury said that the Western economic concepts were firmly 
active in all economic activities of Bangladesh. “We want an end to this situa- 
tion", he said. 


Prof Choudhury said that elderly and promising economists of the country would have 
to come forward with correct direction to improve the lot of 80 per cent people 
living below poverty level and to bring out the nation from the situation created 
by worldwide economic crisisand local population explosion. 
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The Vice-Chancellor of Dacca University sald that many of the young brilliant 
economists and senior teachers engaged in various research projects financed by 
different international organisations. By this, he said, the researchers benefitted 
themselves financially, But, it should be assessed how much they could contribute 
to their country and the society in this way, 


Prof Choudhury said "I think euch researches, which have no link whatsoever with 


the society, ie a sort of luxury". He said "we will become bankrupt soon if we 
allow to waste local talents in this way". 
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BANGLADESH 


PRIME MINISTER SPEAKS AT END OF BUDGET DEBATE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Apr 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Prime Minister and Leader of the House Shah Azizur Rahman on Tuesday gave 
a clarion call for harmony and homogeneity in diversity and protecting the Parlia- 
ment which ie the last hope of the people. Otherwise he asserted anarchy will 

be let loose and independence and sovereignty will be in jeopardy. 





Winding up the 40-hour-long general discussion on President's address to the 
Jatiya Sangesad the Prime Minister said the President Ziaur Rahman hae decen- 
tralised power. The President never interfered in legislature and other busi- 
ness of the House. The President has no veto power. The Parliament is sovereign 
and can pase any bill, he added. 


The Jatiya Sangead approved through voice vote a motion of thank to the President 
for his address to the House on April 10. 


The Prime Minister said that during the Awami League rule late President Sheikh 
Mukibur Rahman had the power to veto and the Parliament was not sovereign. 
Recalling the past rule the Prime Minister said that within 15 to 20 minutes a 
fundamental change in the Constitution was made thereby establishing a one-party 
rule on January 25, 1975. None in the Parliament was allowed to speak and even 
the elderly leader Mr. Ataur Rahman Khan could not say anything. The then Presi- 
dent was brought down from the highest pedestal and made Revenue Minister, he 
added. 


Refuting the allegation made by the Leader of the Opposition about the changing 
of the Constitution by President Ziaur Rahman the Prime Minister said that the 
Constitution was changed through a referendum before the presidential elction. 
[as published] The Prime Minister said that secularism has been dropped from the 
Constitution at popular will. From 1972 to 1975 the people of Bangladesh have 
seen the ugly face of ‘no religion’ in the name of seculariem. He called upon 
the Opposition to demand a referendum for establishing seculariem replacing 
"Biemillaher Rahmanir Rahim'. The Government will readily accept the demand, 

he added. 


The Prime Minister pointed out that every religion helps build moral values and 
in Bangladesh everybody was free to profess his respective religion. We stand 
for religious freedom and are trying to help build places of worships, he added. 
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FPa Being Rehabilitated 


Speaking about the freedom fighters the Prime Minister said that the present 
Government has made elaborate arrangements to rehabilitate the freedom fighters. 
Due attention has been given to the crippled freedom fighters and the Muktijoddha 
Kalyan Trust ie entrusted with nine industries for their benefit. Allocation to 
the tune of Taka three crore will be made in the next year's budget for the wel- 
fare of the freedom fighters. Today the freedom fighters enjoy due social honour. 
Over 200 freedom fighters have already been sent abroad on employment. No 
freedom fighter will rema‘n unrehabilitated, the Prime Minister declared. During 
the Awami League rule thous’nde of freedom fighters were kept in jails and now 
President Zia has released them from prison. Today we find the portraite of 
Shaheed freedom fighters hung on the walls of Bangabhaban he added. 


Referring to the Opposition move to divid the people the Prime Minister said 
that President Ziaur Rahman has build up [as published] national unity irrespec- 
tive of party, class and opinions and none can break it. 


Contradicting the Opposition allegation the Prime Minister said that the Govern- 
ment did not want to destroy the Opposition rather law has been enacted providing 
privileges to them. The Government was eager to see that the Leader and Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition in Parliament grow as institutions. He regretted that 
the Government vehicles and fuel have been used by the Opposition leaders in the 
Parliament in organising demonstrations against the Government. 


The Prime Minister categorically said that the generosity shown by the Government 
in dealing with political elements should not be taken as weakness. He cautioned 
that the Government would take appropriate measures against those who indulge in 
subversive or anti-state activities or work against the independence and sov- 
ereignty or attempt to launch Afghan-type revolution and wage war against the 
country in any part of Bangladesh. 


Foreign Policy Acclaimed 


BSS adds: Prime Minister said that Bangladesh was playing the role as harbinger 
of Islam's message of peace and universal brotherhood of mankind. 


The Prime Minister said that the inclusion of Bangladesh in various Islamic com- 
mittees and conferences including the Jerusalem Committee and the Islamic peace 
mission was an eloquent testimony of the confidence and trust reposed in Bangladesh 
by the Islamic world. He saidthat President Ziaur Rahman was the first leader 
from the developing world to address the llth special session of the United 
Nations General Assembly on the North-South dialogue last year to spotlight the 
pathetic plight of the least developed countries. 


Shah Aziz told the House that the scramble for global supremacy power rivalry and 
escallation of arms race had plunged the world into growing tension and insecurity. 
He said that in such a situation Bangladesh had been playing an effective role 
in different international and regional forums to defuse tension and restore 
peace and stability in the world. 


Explaining Bangladesh's foreign policy the Prime Minister said thatour foreign 
policy was based on moderation and pragmatism with non-alignment forming the 
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corner stone, He said that the positive non-alignment pursued by Bangladesh had 
been reflected in our stand on Kampuchea, Zimbabwe, Namibia Afghanistan South 
Africa and the Middle East. 


Referring to the dispute on the question of south Talpatty ieland Shah Agizur 
Rahman said that the island was not practically in possession of any country. 
The two Governments were exchanging additional information and data on the issue 
he said and hoped that the problem would be resolved through bilateral discussion. 


The Prime Minister denied allegations that the foreign bases were allowed to be 


set up in the St. Martine Island. He declared in categorical term that there 
could be no foreign military bases in the St. Martins. 


CSO: 4220/7746 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON OPPOSITION LEADER'S SPEECH IN BUDGET DEBATE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Apr 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Leader of the Opposition Mr. Asaduzzaman Khan said in the Jatiya Saugsad 
on Tuesday that if the government fails to over come the present political and 
economic erosion in the country femine [as published] and bloodshed were inevita- 
ble. He opined that the crisis could be overcome only through implementation of 
the resolution initiated by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 


Participating in the debate on President's speech Mr. Asaduzzaman Khan said that 
the speech was frustrating and unfortunate. He claimed that the economic 
condition had deteriorated in the country and production in agriculture and 
industry had fallen. He said that the President in his speech tried to cover the 
failures in all fields using rhetorics. 


The Leader of the Opposition who spoke for more than an hour claimed that the 
Parliament was fully sovereign and was not a rubber stamp after the passing of 

the Fourth Amendment which created one party rule in the country. He said that the 
Parliament at that time had the power to impeach the President. He feels that the 
Present Parliament is not sovereign. 


Mr. Asaduzzaman Khan said that President Ziaur Rahman had distorted the state 
principles of nationalism, democracy socialism and secularism replacing these 

by nationalism; democracy socialism for social justice and dropping secularism. 
[as published] He also said that the history of liberation struggle had been 
distorted by calling the liberation struggle--struggle for independence. He 
said that President Zia was trying to confine the liberation struggle within the 
period from March 26 to December 16. 


Mr. Asaduzzaman Khan alleged that the President had violated the constitution by 
defining nationalism in his speech which was completely different from the defini- 
tion given in the Constitution. He also said that the ruling party was killing 
and harassing the political workers and leaders of the Opposition. He said that 
although the President had called for democratic tolerance, he was uttering most 
intolerant words against the Opposition. 


Mr. Khan said that the Ministers were not answerable to the Parliament and the 
Democracy permitted in the country was suitable for establishing one-man rule in 
the country. He told the House that the right of changing the Constitution by 
the Parliament had been taken away. He said that now the Constitution could be 
amended only through referendum. 























Lease Production 


Speaking on economic situation of the country Mr Asaduzzaman Khan said that pro- 
duction had fallen in agricultural and industrial fields and the prices of essen- 
tial commodities were going up. He said that the rate of inflation had gone up. 
Mr. Khan regretted that President had not given any programme for ending the 
exploitation of the rural people. He said that the people were convinced that 
they would not be benefited through Gram Sarker and village cooperative banks. 

He alleged that the government had spent huge amount of money for organising the 
Gram Sarker conference in Dacca in which 70,000 people attended. He further said 
that the government had asked the Gram Sarkers to buy 270 maunds of paddy and 
they bought it at much lower price than that of the fixed price. He alleged 

thus the present government was indirectly bribing these people to muster their 
support. 


The Leader of the Opposition said that although the present government was 
talking of rural development the allocations for the rural development had been 
reduced from 34 per cent in 1973-74 to 29 per cent in 78-79 and 21 per cent in 
1980 81. The allocations in agricultural sector had come down from 35 per cent 
to 24 per cent. 


Criticising the canal digging in the country Mr Asaduzaman [as published] Khan 
said the target of doubling the food production wae not feasible in such a short 
time. He said that if the food production was to be doubled the irrigated areas 
must be increased. He clamed [as published] that the irrigated areas after canal 
digging had come down from 35 lakh acres in 1974-75 to 32 lakh acres at present. 
He also alleged that the canal digging was a wastage. Citing an example, Mr. 
Khan said that 400 students participated at a canal digging programme on volun- 
tary basis and the total expenditure for them was 25 000 Taka. He said that 
according to experts the quantum of work done by 400 students could be completed 
by four labourers and the cost would have been only 200 Taka. 


Mr Asaduzzaman Khan said that the food production had come down and so the pro- 
duction of jute, sugarcane etc. He also alleged that the production of fertilizer, 
jute goods, cement also fell short of the target. He erpressed concern at the 
unemployment problem and said that the President had not said anything about 
unemployment problem in the country. Mr Khan also claimed that the government 

had failed to tackle the population problem and arrest the baby boom. 


Foreign Policy 


Speaking about the foreign policy Mr Asaduzzaman Khan said that the present govern- 
ment was the stooge of the imperialists and was dependent on others. He alleged 
that the present government was actually working against the Non-aligned policy. 
He said that the government maintained complete silence on issues like what he 
called Chinese aggression of Vietnam, Camp David agreement Afghan issues, Indian 
Ocean and South Africa. He said that the government was working as the stooge of 
the US imperialism. 


Mr Khan said that the government of President Ziaur Rahman had failed to resolve 
the Farakka and Talpatti problem, transfer of assets from Pakistan and repatria- 
tion of stranded Pakistanis. 


CSO: 4220/7746 
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REPORT ON JUTE MINISTER'S SPEECH TO DACCA MEETING 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 29 Apr 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Jute Minister Mr. Habibullah Khan, on Tuesday reiterated Bangladesh's 
total support to the formation of the proposed International Jute Organisation 
(1J0) and stressed the need for a greater unified front among the producers to 
protect their interests, reporte BSS, 


Mr. Khan wae addressing the delegates to the negotiating meeting of the five major 
jute producing nations on the second day and the concluding day on Tuesday. The 
meeting presumed to be the last one before the next meeting in Geneva in May 
began in Dacca on Monday, under the aegis of UNOTAD. 


The Minister said that for the interests of the producers ‘we must have a common 
unified front to settie our issues with the North.’ He said 1J0 was not a dream 
it muet be brought into reality. 


The Jute Minister reminded the delegates that several rounds of meeting vere 
held during the last six years for euch an organisation ‘when we have reached a 
common accord, we must forget emall differences for a better future tomorrow,’ 
he mintained. [as published] 


He said the earlier efforts of the producing countries had failed as there 
existed no common approach and the producers were blamed [as published) for not 
forging an unity among themselves he said. 


Giving a background of the proposed IJO the Minister said that the producing 
countries were misunderstood at the initial stage. But a series of seminars and 
meeting have helped overcome that problem he said and added a stage had come 
where 1J0 wae likely to be born in the next Geneva meeting. 


Mr. Salahuddin Ahmed Chairman of the negotiating meeting and Mr. S. K. Sarkar 
leader of the Indian delegation also spoke at the meeting. 


Mr. Habibullah Khan said Bangladesh was ready to make some concessions regarding 
the [JO voting system. This gesture he said would facilitate the fellow partners 
to plead their respective cases. He however, reminded the delegates not to mis- 
understand ‘our desire for concession as our weakness.’ In that case he warned 
‘we will go by voting formula accepted the United Nations. We will follow the UN 
charter in letter and spirit and not make any concession before any threat.’ 


CSO: 4220/7747 
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JUTE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS NOT TO RENEW LICENSES 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH TIMES in Englieh 3 May 81 p 12 


[Text] The Bangladesh Jute Association in ite meeting on Saturday decided that ite 
members would deposit all their jute tradere’' licences with the Association and 
would refrain from seeking to renew them until the Government took positive steps 
for removing the problems of private sector jute tradere and shippers. 


The BJA aleo resolved that none of ite members would make any sale of the new crop 
of jute until further decision, The meeting aleo called upon the Government to 
accept the various recommendations made by BJA at ite meeting on April 17. These 
inclue the following: 


Procurement policy: "Whatever be the seize of the crop and whether there is a 
Statutory Minimum Price or not adequate arrangements muet be made for proper mar- 
keting of jute from 67,000 villages so that the growers may receive a fair return 
for their produce. The private traders who handle about 85 per cent of the exports 
should, therefore, be assisted to play their due role in both procurement and 
export of raw jute so that interests of growers and the country do not suffer.” 


Export price: In the absence of MEP in any other producing/exporting country this 
is a handicap for us in a competitive and free world market leading to adoption of 
unethical business practice by both buyers and sellers. Hence it should be totally 
abolished.” [as published] 


Committee: To regain the lost markets and maximise Bangladesh interests a “Nego- 
tiating Committee” may be set up under the Ministry of Jute with adequate repre- 
sentation from BJA with the authority to negotiate and conclude all barter and bulk 
sales eo that business may not go out of Bangladesh.” [ae published) 


Export duty: Duty should be wholly abolished. The reduction of duty to 5 per 
cent in case of lower grades could not substantially achieve the desired effect as 
a difference of even 1/2 per cent in the price in the international market often 
becomes the deciding factor. 


Licence fee: “The Licence Fees should be reduced to the pre-1980 levels and all 
superfluous conditions recently imposed should be abolished as no such conditions 
exist in any other case of trade licence.” 
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BANGLADESH 


ESSENTLAL COMMODITY PRICES ‘MORE OR LESS STABLE’ 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 286 Apr 81 p 1 


[Text] State Minister for Commerce Chowdhury Tanvir Ahmed Siddiky on Monday told 
the Jatiya Sangead that the prices of essential commodities were more or less 
stable at present. 


Replying to a question by Begum Ayesha Sardar (female seat) the State Minister 
said that the Government had taken all measures to keep prices at a certain 
level, 


Replying to a supplementary the minister said that in urban areas prices of 
essentials showed frequent fluctuations but in rural areas they remained fixed 
at times. 


The foreign cigarettes now available in the country were generally imported by 
travellors. [as published] Some foreign embassy also import foreign cigarettes 
for their own consumption, he said. 


The State Minister said that some international hotels were allowed to import 
foreign liquors. 
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FOOD MINISTER EXPLAINS INCREASE IN PRICE OF RICE 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 3 May 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text) Food Minister Mr. Abdul Moman Khan said on Saturday that the prices of 
rice and wheat distributed under the rationing eyetem vere increased in the 
interest of the farmers as well ae the interest of the nation. 


He was speaking on a short discussion on the question initiated by Mr. Asadugzaman 
of Awami League (Hasina) at Jatiya Sangead. 


The Minister said the Government increased the food procurement prices to ensure 
fair prices to growers and as such it had to increase the sale price .. reduce 
Government subsidy. 


He said that the measure was aleo intended for generating more savings so that more 
investments could be made for increasing production. If we are to reduce depen- 
dence on foreign aid there is no alternative but to increase savinge for more and 
more investment, he said. 


He said that the recent increase in the price of rice and wheat under rationing 
system would cost only an additional 0.55 paisha for each adult each week. We 
should be prepared to make thie sacrifice to ensure a better future he said. 


The Minister said that the Government was empowered by an act to increase the 

price of such items through executive orders. The earlier Government also increased 
the price of such items in the same way on three occasions. He thus argued that the 
measure did not lower the prestige of the Sangshad. [ase published] 


The Food Minister said the Government's aim was to attain self-sufficiency in food 
within the shortest possible time and it was necessary to make more and more 
investments for increasing production by reducing subsidy. 


He informed the House that the subsidy on food would be reduced to from Taka 157 
crore in 1979-80 to about Taka 112 crore this year. Recent increase in prices of 
rationed rice and wheat would help save Taka two crore. 


The Minister denied the allegation that the Government was got looking after the 
interests of the fixed income group by saying that the t had given new pay 
scales and compensatory allowance to the group while the previous Government had 
limited the salary at Taka two thousand. 
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MINISTER REPORTS REDUCTION IN FOOD DEFICIT 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4 May 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Pulpur (Mymeneingh) May 3:=<Mr Abdul Momen Khan, Minieter for Food, said 
here today the government had given top priority to agricultural development so as 
to make the country self-sufficient in food soon. Inaugurating the Boro procurement 
programme of 1981 at Fulpur 14 miles from Mymensingh today the Minister said that 
ae a result of which the current food deficit of the country had come down to 10 
lakh tons from 22 lakh tons of the last year, says a PID handout. / 


The Minister said that government had intensified the procurement drive only to 
ensure fair prices for the products to the farmers, The Minister said that govern- 
ment had so far procured nine lakh tons of foodgrains since July 1. The Minister 
urged the farmers to grow more food and sell their rice and paddy of good quality 
to the government so that the activity of profit mongering elements could be 
curbed down. In this connection he referred to the government's plan to build a 
reserve of 15 lakh tons of foodgraine to meet any calamity. The Minister called 
upon the people to be united being imbued with the spirit of Bangladeshi National- 
ism to devote their energy to increase the resources of the country. 


The Minister urged the food department officialé to give all cooperation to the 
farmers and warned that any unfairmeans by food officials during the drive would 
not be tolerated. The procurement began with a ceremonial purchase of 1500 maunds 
of paddy. It may be mentioned here that Mr. A. S. Prue Chowdhury Minister of state 
for food and Mr. Iqbal Hossain Chowdhury Deputy Minister for food on Saturday 
inaugurated the same programme at Narayangon| and Sunmgon| respectively. { 
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BANGLADESH 


COMMERCE MINISTER: NO SHORTAGE OF BABY FOOD 





Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 28 Apr 61 p 1 


[Text] State Minister for Commerce, Mr. C. T. A. Siddiky on Monday ruled out the 
necessity of introducing price ontrol because, “there te no shortage of baby food 
or powdered milk in the country". 


Replying to 4 supplementary by Sheikh Selim (AL-H) the Minister eaid that 
Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB) sold powdered on "no loss, no profit" 
basis while the private sector pursued ite own price policy. 


Replying to another supplementary Mr. Siddiky said that an adequate quantity of 
powdered milk was available with both TCB and private sector. He said at 
present TCB hae 25 lakh pounds of powdered milk at ite stock and another 35 lakh 
pounde are in the pipe line now. 


The Commerce Minister informed the Parliament that the total requirement of 
powdered milk was one crore pounds annually. He said the government imported 
powdered milk and baby food worth Taka 18 crore while private sector imported 
powdered milk or baby food valued at Taka 8 crore this year. Besides the country 
produces 25 lakh pounde of powdered every year", he said. [ase pulished) 


CSO: 4220/7745 
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BANGLADESH 


WATER RESOURCES MINISTER LECTURES ON GANGES PROBLEM 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 29 Apr 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Mr B. M. Abbas, AT, a former Minister of Water Resources on Tuesday said 
that Bangladesh could jeopardise ite future development by agreeing to Indian 
proposal for diversion of the Brahmaputra river to the Ganges basin. 


He said that the Ganges, an international river had enough water to meet the needs 
of its basin with potentiality of raising dry season flow from possible storages 
in India alone by about 181,000 cusecs, 


The storage in India “can easily meet the shortage of water at Farakka. But 
India maintains that it can not spare any of the additional water for augmenting 
the dry season flow of the Ganges at Farakka," he said while delivering a lecture 
at a Seminar on Ganges water--its problems and solutions" at the Institution of 
Engineers. [as published] 


Indian Threat 


Mr B. M. Abbas said that instead of agreeing on augmentation of dry season flow 
of the Ganges as stipulated in the Indo-Bangladesh agreement on the Ganges water 
of 1977 “there is now an implied Indian threat of rescinding the agreement or not 
renewing it after it expires on November 5, 1982." 


Sponsored by the Bangladesh Institution of Engineers, the seminar was also par- 
ticipated by State Minister for Flood Control and Water Resources Mr L. K. 
Siddiky, Dr Alimullah Khan presided over the session. 


Mr B. M. Abbas further said that “India wants the entire Ganges water. India 
will not spare any of its water even for West Bengal, not to speak of Bangladesh 
which is using it from time immemorial. India insists that the supply from the 
Brahmaputra be diverted to the western region of India outside its own basin. 
Bangladesh can not afford this,” he noted. 


Mr Abbas further noted that “the Brahmaputra is the most important source of 
water for Bangladesh ‘owt 12.7 million acres of net irrigable area is depen- 
dent on the waters of .: river. The irrigation requirement alone is far above 
the average availability of water in the river during the dry season." 
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Serious Jeopardy 





He observed that diversion of water from the Brahmaputra will seriously jeopardise 
agricultural devlopment of a vast area and added that apart from the question of 
technical and economic feasibility of the Indian proposal it would have serious 
social and physical impact on Bangladesh, 


Turning to other rivers, Mr Abbas said that a situation similar to that of the 
Ganges was aleo developing in river Teesta on which India was constructing a 
barrage. While Bangladesh was kept at the negotiating table India went ahead with 
own projects. “It has built or building control structures on other rivers like 
the Gumti and the Khowai, blocking emaller etreame for utilising their dry 

season flows and diverting the course of the many border river like Kueiyara, 
Muhuri, Fendi to the detriment of th intereste of Bangladesh. Bangladesh, 
therefore, has cause for great concern not only for the Ganges waters but also 

for the watere of ite other rivers." 


Mr Abbas noted that ae the present dry season flowe in the Ganges, Brahmaputra 

and other rivers were not adequate for the development of lands in Bangladesh, 
these needed to be augmented by storing a part of the abundant monsoon flows. 

But such measures were not available to Bangladesh. This underlines he imperative 
need of the basin wise development," he argued. [as published) 





The Agreement 


Giving a background of the protracted negotiations between India and Bangladesh 
on sharing of the Ganges water since the completion of the Farakka Barrage in 
1975, Mr Abbas said that the two countries reached an interim agreement for the 
sharing of the waters of the Ganges at Farakka for a period five years on 
November 5, 1977. It also promised to seek a long term solution to the problem 
through the augmentation of the dry season flow of the Ganges. 


Abnormal Flow 


The accord on sharing the waters at Farakka was based on the premise that the 
historical pattern of the flow reaching Farakka should not be disturbed. But 
in 1980 dry season, the flow reaching FParakka dropped abnoramlly throughout 
January to April, forcing a big reduction in the Bangladesh share of the Ganges 
water. Compared to the calculated 75 per cent availability, the monthly total 
flow at Farakka was less by 33.4 per cent in March and 24.7 per cent in April. 
During the firet 10<days of April, the flow reaching Farakka was only 39,000 
cusecs against 59,000 cusecs as noted in the schedule of the agreement. The 
entire basis of sharing the Ganges water was therefore upset,” he observed. 


Mr Abbas said that the question of augmentation of the dry season Ganges water 
flow was crucial to finding a long-term solution to the problem. He said despite 
provisions in the Ganges water agreement the two countries had been unable to 
agree on the approach to the longterm solution to the problem. 


Key to Solution 


Mr Abbas further said that a solution of the Ganges water problem lied in 
cooperation between all the riparian countries. He pointed out that it was an 


9 








international river with drainage basin in China (Tibet), India, Nepal and 
fangladesh, 


He said that three of its important tributaries Karnali (Ghagra), Gandak and Kosai 
which flowed from Nepal contributed together 41 per cent of the total annual flow 
and 71 per cent of the dry season flow of the Ganges, 


He pointed out that to augment the dry season flows development of large reser~- 
voirs to store a part of the excessa monsoon flow (2 million cusece at peak) was 
the key to the solution of the problem. This would make up the shortage of the 
water during the dry season and would aleo help in controlling the recurring 
annual floods, 


Mr Abbas pointed out that studies made eo far of possible storage sites on the 
tributaries of the Ganges in Nepal by reputed international engineering firme 
had established that it was possible to increase the lower Ganges dry season 
flow to the extent of 140,000 cusecs or more with an aggragate active storage of 
80 MAF (million acre feet) over and above the present natural dry season flow 
which were used by Nepal and India. 


This; he said; would develop continuous hydropower of 9000 mega watt or more with 
installed capacity of about 15;000 MW at the site studied so far. ~ «8 would 
also help substantially reduce flood flows which devastate large aress every 

year in India and Bangldesh. Other direct benefits would be improvement of 
navigation; recreation facilities and environment. Besides; storages on the Arun 
and Tamur rivers of the Sapta Kosi basin could further increase the dry season 
flow of the Ganges. 


Indian Insistence 


Mr Abbas said that India always insisted on keeping Nepal out of the Indo- 
Bansladesh study of the long term scheme proposed by Bangladesh on the plea of 
bilateraliem though the river was not bilateral. ‘Nepal he said; was very much 
a co-riparian and Indian argument that there could not be a tripartite talks made 
little sense. [as published] He further said that a river could not be treated 
piecemeal but must be taken as a whole from its source to the outfall for the 
optimum development of its water resources. 


Bangladesh Requirement 


Mr B. M. Abbas said that the south western part of Bangladesh was largely depen- 
dent on the ganges water for its net irrigable area of 7.3 million acres. Its 
full development would require 120,000 cusecs flow. In addition to other uses 
the river Garai-Madhumati required a minimum flow of 5000 and cusecs for checking 
salt water intrusion. The total water requirment, [as published) therefore, 

was far more than the supply. 


He said Bangladesh's major policy objective was to acquire self-sufficiency in 
food. But he added that called for raising three crops in about 13 million acres 
of land which were now single crop producing land. 


The irrigation and land development suffered from three main problems flood, 
droughts and saline water intrusion in the southern belt. He suggested a long 
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term water development plan including a barrage across the Ganges below Hardings 
Bridge, Festuary [as published) control and a barrage across the Jamuna near 
Bahadurabad, 


Only a barage [as published) over the Gances, he said can eneure utilisation of 
whatever water flow was available in that river, it would help irrigation to the 
southern districts of Faridpur, Rajehahi Pabna Khulna, Jessore Barisal and 
Patuakhali, 


Mr BM Abbas said the Brahmaputra Barrage wae the key to the future development 
programme of the country. It would irrigate at a comparatively low cost a large 
area of land in both banke of the river, 


Regulation of the tidal inflow from the Bay of Bengal, he said was necessary to 
halt the increasing inroade of saline water. He also emphasised the need for 
fresh water reservoir in the southern belts, 


He also called for preparing a long term regional water development plan to ensure 
flood protection, drainage and irrigation. A major part of the regional water 
plan, he said, could be implemented by mobilising local people. 


L K Sidddky 


Speaking on the occasion with the help of slides and maps State Minister for 
Water Resources Flood Control and Power Mr L K Siddiky declared that just share 
of the Ganges water was a birth right of Bangladesh which no body could deny. 


Rejecting the proposal for Brahmaputra link canal Mr L K Siddiky questioned the 
justification of the 207 mile canal apart from ite technical feasibility. He 
also questioned the Indian argument on using the Ganges water diverted from the 
Farakka Barrage to flush silts from the Calcutta Port. He said that it was 
futile to use 40 thousand cusecs of the Ganges water to clear silts when daily 
tides and ebbs and monsoon waters failed to clean the Calcutta Port from silta- 
tion. 


Turning on the harnessing of the Ganges water upstreamse in Nepal the State Minister 
said that Nepal was keen on development of the water resources and stressed the 
need for a long term solution. He said “we have also got indications about help 
from the World Bank in harnessing the waters of the Ganges provided the three 
co-riparians Nepal India and Bangladesh cooperates." [as published] 


CSO: 4220/7748 
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BANGLADESH 


STATISTICS ON INADEQUATE GANGES WATER SUPPLY GIVFN 

Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 May 81 p 1 

[Text] The quantum cf Ganges water released by India during dry months of January 
to March this years [as published] was not adequate for Bangladesh, according to 
Mr L K Siddiqui, Minister of State for Power, Water Resources and Flood Control. 


The Minister was replying to a question by Mirza Abdul Latif of JSD at the Jatiya 
Sangsad on Thursday. 


Following is the statement of 10-day period-wise discharge of water by India during 
the months of January, February and March, 1981. 


January 
1 to 10--56,866 cusecs, from 11 to 20-<51,114 cusecs, from 21 to 31--46,600 cusecs. 
February 


From 1 to 10--49,139 cusecs, from 11 to 20--44,747 cusecs, from 21 to 28--38,532 
cusecs. 


March 


From 1 to 10--35,814 cusecs, from 11 to 20--34,152 cusecs, from 21 to 31--33,129 
cusecs. 


CSO: 4220/7754 











BANGLADESH 


MINISTER REPORTS ON DIVERSION OF KUSHIYARA WATERS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 May 81 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The government is aware of the Indian efforts to change the course of the 
River Kushiyara in Sylhet by throwing a large quantity of boulders Power Water 
Resources and Flood Control Minister Kazi Anwarul Huq told the Jatiya Sangsad on 
Saturday, reporte BSS. 


He told the House that the Ministry was taking effective measures against the 
efforts from Indian side, which he said would result in the change of the inter- 
national boundary. 


Replying to a call attention motion of Mr. M. A. Huq (Independent), Kazi Anwarul 
Huq also informed the House that the government had earlier protested against the 
creation of groynes in the Kushiyara River and hoped that the question of throwing 
boulders in the river would be settled through discussions. 


Earlier Mr. M. W. Huq said in his call attention motion that India was regularly 
throwing a huge quantity of boulders in the River Kusiyara [as published] which 
flows through Jakigonj thana under Sylhet district. He pointed out that by 
throwing boulders from the other side of the border, India was trying to change 
the course of the river in violation of the Intenational Law. [as published] 


He also said that the Indian government had already occupied a large area formed as 
a result of the change of course of the river on the other side and demanded 
immediate steps against the illegal Indian occupation.) [as published] 


Kazi Anwarul Huq Minister for Water and Power development told the Jatiya Sangsad 
on Saturday that steps have already been taken to improve supply of power to the 
areas under western grid. He said distribution system has also been improved 
substantially. 


He was replying to two separate call attention notices in the House by Mr. Almas 
Hossain (ML) and Mr. Salauddin Yusuf (AL-H). 


The Minister said that due to shortage of fuel the power supply in the western 
grid suffered for a short period. But suply [as published] of fuel was arranged 
and the supply has been restored. He said the 60 megawatt Goalpara power station 
which was under repair will come into operation in August or September next. 
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The crisis started when this power station was under repair the barge mounted power 
station did not function as was expected up to its capacity. [as published] 


The Minister further said that with the completion of the East West Inter-connector 
the situation in the western grid will iuprove. The East West Inter-connector is 
likely to be completed by the middle of next year, he said, 


Kazi Anwarul Huq, however, admitted that load shedding in the western grid was 
necessary because production of power in the grid was lower than the demand, He 
said load shedding was done from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m, the pick hour. He suggested 
suspension of production in industrial units during this three hours to minimise 
loss. 


CSO: 4220/7755 
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BANGLADESH 


INCREASE IN PETROLEUM PRODUCT PRICES ANNOUNCED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4 May 81 p 1 


[Text] The Government on Sunday night announced revision of prices of petroleum 
products equalising the prices of korosene [as published] with diesel, reports 
BSS. 


With the revision the prices of kerosene have been increased from Taka 17.65 to 
Taka 22.50 ex-depot. 


Prices of diesel have not been increased but that of petrol (motor spirit) and 
octane increased slightly, according to the Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation 
sources. 


The revised prices will come into effect from Sunday midnight. 
Prices of petroleum products were increased last time on July 21, 1980. 


Petroleum Minister Mr. Akbar Hossain told BSS that the revision of prices were 
designed mainly to equalise the prices of kerosene with high speed diesel. 


The minister said that the domestic prices of petroleum products had not increased 
since last July athough [as published] OPEC prices increased nearly 13 per cent in 
the meantime. 


He described the increase as adjustment which would help slightly reduce the loss 
incurred in the petroleum sector. This year the Minister said the Petroleum Cor- 
poration would have to incurr [as published] a loss to the tune of Taka 105 crore 
which was Taka 50 crore last year. 


Giving rationale for increasing the prices of kerosene the Minister said that some 
unserupulous [as published] people had been using kerosene for diesel purposes. 


From Today (Monday) the ex-agency prices of kerosene would be Taka 23.03 and that 
of diesel Taka 23.06 in Dacca Chittagong and Khulna. 


Pump selling prices of petrol within 25 miles radius of Dacca and Narayanganj will 
be Taka 50 and that of octane Taka 54,23. 


CSO: 4220/7758 

















PETROLEUM MINISTER: NO CRISIS IN OIL SUPPLY 
Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 May 61 p | 


[Text] Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources Lt. Col. (Retd) Akbar Hossion 
said in Dacca on Thureday night that there ise no crisis of ofl or of11 products in 
the country, reports BSS. 


He said during the recent years the government wae successful in averting any 
erisie in thie vital sector of economy due to proper procurement of crude from 
abroad and satisfactory distribution system within the country. 


The Minister was speaking at the annual dinner of Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation 
Officers’ Association at a local hotel. President of the association Mr. M. H. 
Chowdhury also spoke on occasion. 


Lauding the role of the BPC in maintaining 4 normal situation in the petroleum 
sector, the Minister called upon the officers of the corporation to work with 
honesty and dispense justice at the appropriate time. 


Referring to the various demands of the association the Minister assured the men- 
bers that he would seriously endeavour to turn the BPC into A category corporation 
and further assured that he would sympathetically look into their demands. 


CSO: 4220/7753 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


INVESTMENT CORPORATION CHAIRMAN~-Mr, Zahirul Huq Chairman of the Investment Cor- 
poration of Bangladesh died of heart attack at hie residence in Dacca on Saturday 
morning. He wae 70 reporte BSS. Late Zahirul Huq wae the former Chairman of 
University Enquiry Commission and Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission. He 
was also the ex-Managing Director of erstwhile Industrial Development Bank of 
Pakietan. The deceased left behind his widow, three sone and two daughters. [Text] 
[Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 May 81 p 1) 





JSD MP RESIGNS--Mr. Abdur Rashid a member of Parliament from Comilla belonging to 
the Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) has resigned from the Jatiya Sangead it was 
announced on Saturday night, reporte BSS. The Parliament Secretariat in a notifi- 
cation also said the parliamentary seat (Constituency No. 250 Comilla Eight) had 
fallen vacant. The notification said Mr. Abdur Rashid, a member of parliament 
elected from Conetituency No 250 Comilla Eight, having resigned hie seat in Parlia- 
ment in the afvernoon of April 30 1981 the seat has become vacant under Clause (2) 
of Article 67 of the Constitution. With the resignation by Mr. Rashid the total 
number of members belonging to JSD now stood at seven. [Text] [Dacca THE 
BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 May 81 p 1) 


PAKISTANI REPORT DENIED--A Foreign Office spokesman on Saturday said that a report 
published by the Pakistani daily JASARAT and lifted by PPI news agency (Pakistan 
Press International) quoting the Bangladesh President on the matter of arms and 
economic aid to Pakistan had “no basis at all", reports BSS. The spokesman in a 
statement told newsmen that the attention of the Government of Bangladesh had 
been drawn to a report carried by PPI and published in a section of Pakistan Press 
quoting the Bangladesh President on arms and economic aid to Pakistan. The PPI 
report is claimed to be based on an exclusive interview by the Dacca based cor- 
respondent of the daily JASARAT. The spokeeman categorically said that the 
President of Bangladesh did not grant any interview to JASARAT correspondent and 
therefore the said report and the views attributed to him in that report had no 
basis at all. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 May 81 p 1) 


FRENCH DRILLING COMPANY--Petrobangla signed a contract with a French Firm named 
Dresser France for procurement of a modern Ideco Drilling Rig, requipment [as 
published) and ancillaries at a cost of 84.00 million French francs. The purchase 
will be financed under France-Bangladesh financial protocol. The French Government 
is taking keen interest to assist Bangladesh in the energy sector, says a Press 
release of Petrobangla issued in Dacca on Saturday. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
OBSERVER in English 3 May 81 p 12) 
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TEAM TO DAKAR@-A three=member Bangladesh delegation left Dacca for Dakar to attend 
a 10-day interregional meeting on international rivera sponsored by the United 
Nations which begine in the capital of Senegal on May 5, The delegation comprises 
Me M, F, A. Siddiqui Secretary, Ministry of Relief and Rehabilitation and Member 
of Indo=Bangladesh Joint Rivers Commission, Mr, Muhammad Munirusesaman Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of Power Water Resources and Flood Control and Mr. Amjad 
Hussain Khan Director Joint Rivers Commission, The meeting is being held in 
pursuance of the Resolution Number 7 of the UN Water Conference held in Mardel 
Lata Argentina, in 1977, The meeting will mainly consider institutional and legal 
arrangements, progress in cooperative arrangement and economic and financial mat- 
tere. [Text] [Dacea THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 3 May 81 p 12) 


STATEMENT ON ISRAEL=-The Government of Bangladesh hae been deeply shocked at the 
recent Ieraeli attempt to commit sacrilege on the mosque ‘Majid Al Ibrahimi' in 

the village of Arbaa in the city of Hebron says an official announcement. The 
Zionist regime also prevented the Muslims from offering their Friday prayers in the 
said mosque. The Government of Bangladesh strongly condemn this act of sacri- 
lege and considers it yet another example of Zionist aggression against the Arab 
and Palestinians and an affront to the sentiments of Muslims. [as published) 
(Text] [Dacea THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Apr 81 p 1) 


VICE CHANCELLOR TO WASHINGTON--Services of the former Provice-Chancellor of Dacca 
University Prof Afsaruddin have been placed at the disposal of the government for 
appointment as education attache in the Bangladesh Embassy in Washington, according 
to a reliable source. It is learnt that Prof Afsaruddin has been advised to apply 
for leave without pay for a specified period as professor, Department of Sociology; 
DU. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Apr 81 p 8) 


CHHARTA LEAGUE OFFICIALS--A 45-member Central Committee of the Bangladesh Chhatra 
League (pro-BSD) was elected on the concluding day (Tuesday) of its central con- 
ference for the next one year with Mesers Akhtaruzzaman and Ziauddin Ahmed Bablu as 
President and General Secretary respectively. [as published] The other office- 
bearers are Vice-Presidents--Abdul Malek Ratan, M. A. Muktadir; Rezwan Ahmed; 
Salekur Rahman Masum; Mustakimul Haider Khan; Assistant Secretaries--Hamde Rabbi; 
A. F. M. Ayub Ali; Shahidur Rahman; Khan Akhteruzzaman and Jalaluddin Mantu; 
Organisational Secretary--Delwar Hossain Raja; Office Secretary--Anwar Hussain; 
Cultural Secretary--Golam Quddus, Information Secretary--M. Zahitul Islam; 
Literary Secretary--Maruf Chinu; Finance Secretary--Najir M. Khan Khaeru. [Text] 
[Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 30 Apr 81 p 8) 
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BURMA 


KARENS OPTIMISTIC OF ACHIEVEMENTS 
Hangkok BANGKOK POST in English 19 May 81 p 2 
[Article by Pairoj Poompradit ] 
[Text] NATION NEWS Editor Pairoj Poompradit last week 


ventured into the jungled area on the Thai-Burmese border 
to assess the latest developments there. 





He had an exclusive interview with one of the important 
rebel leaders, Gen Bo Mya, leader of the Karen National 
Union, who discussed the latest thinking among the armed 
minority rebels. Here is his report: 
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BURMA 


BRIEFS 


CLASH IN ‘LIBERATED AREA'=-<We will not tolerate any enemy who comes into our 
liberated area; if hie foot trespasses on our area we will cut it off. At 0400 

on 26 May, two regiments from the military government's mercenary army, under 

the cover of darkness, intruded into our Liberated area in (?Namtaung) township 
of Kutkai region. The people's army and the people lured the intruding enemy 
soldiers from the mercenary 34 and 9th infantry regiments into terrain which 
they know very well. The permanent army, the regional army and the people's 
militia later surrounded and annihilated the enemy. In a battle which lasted 

for about a day on (Mabayang) hill near (Yang Tawng) village, the enemy ultimately 
regrouped the remaining troops, left behind their corpses and fled hurriedly. 
When the people's army and the people cleared the battleground after the battle, 
43 enemy corpses were found. Searches have yet to be conducted in the long 

grass plains and deep ravines. Among the corpses were three officers. It is 
also learned that a major was among the scores of enemy soldiers wounded in the 
battle. So far, among the supplies seized from the enemy are 1 pistol, 1 G-2, 

i Sten, 3 artillery shelis for a 75 mm recoilless fieldgun, 24 shells for an 

8i mm mortar, 3 shells for a 50 mm mortar, 5 mines, 12 shells for a collapsible 
mortar, 3,000 rounds of other assorted ammunition, important documents, medicines 
and other war materiel. [Text] [BK311232 (Clandestine) Voice of the People of 
Burma in Burmese to Burma 1200 GMT 21 May 81} 


CSO: 4211/21 











INDIA 


GANDHI 'S 7 MAY GENEVA PRESS CONFERENCE DETAILED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 8 May 81 p 7 


[Text] Geneva, May 7--Mre Gandhi told a Press conference here last night that 
while India intended to stick to her policy of using nuclear energy only for 
peaceful purposes, it had to be prepared to face what Pakistan did, reports PTI. 


On the U.S. decision to arm Pakistan with sophisticated weapons, she said this 
was bound to increase tension in the region although it would not be fair to 
deny Pakistan its legitimate defence needs. 


To an American correspondent who thought that with its decision to arm Pakistan 
with weapons, the Reagan Administration had signalled another tilt towards that 
country, Mre Gandhi said: "We have faced this tilt for many years, and we have 

survived it." 


At the same time, the Prime Minister hoped that the U.S. Government would face 
up to the realities and not have global strategies which could increase ten- 
sions. On its part, India, she added, continued to make efforts to be friendly 
and to improve relations with the USA. 


Mre Gandhi also said that while Pakistan had been telling India that it had no 
intention of making nuclear weapons, “we do not know what the (real) situation 
is,” 


At her hour-long Press conference at Hall of Nations, Mre Gandhi was asked 
questions by the international Press on India's nuclear programme, U.S. move to 
arm Pakistan, the Afghan issue, family planning programme in India and her "seri- 
ous accusation” tn her address to the World Health Assembly yesterday about 
dangerous drugs being used in developing countries. 


An American journalist reminded Mre Gandhi about her statement that India would 
have to respond in an appropriate way if Pakistan went nuclear and he referred 
to a PTI report that Pakistan was evacuating villages in the border in Rajasthan 
area for that purpose. How would India respond, he asked. 


Mrs Gandhi told him that India had been using nuclear energy for agriculture, 
medicine, power and other peaceful purposes. “That is what we intend to do,” 
ehe added. However, she went on to emphasize that any country had tc be pre- 
pared to face what its neighbours did. 
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On Afghanistan, Mra Gandhi did not see a way out at the moment. She reaffirmed 
the need for a political selution and again warned that mere condemnation of 
anyone would not help, 


The Prime Minister rejected a suggestion for mediation by her to end the seven- 
month-old Iran=lraq war, saying that others were trying for it. India was in 
a four-member non-aligned peace cammittee set up for this purpose, she added, 


Asked what would be India's reaction if Switzerland supplied Pakistan material 
to help in its nuclear programme, Mre Gandhi said it depended on whether Pakis- 
tan made weapons or used it for peaceful purposes. 


/The Prime Minister refuted propaganda that Pakistan had started its nuclear 
programme only after India's peaceful nuclear explosion in 1974 by pointing out 
that it had now been established that Pakistan had started its investigation to 
get knowledge of the subject “even before we did anything."/ [in boldface] 


Elaborating her reaction on the U.S. decision to give sophisticated arms to 
Pakistan, Mre Gandhi pointed out that there was a general increase in tension 
in the region and a war (between Iran and Iraq) was going on in India's neigh- 
bourhood. 


The question was why some countries were trying to help Pakistan with arms at 
this time. Would it not increase tensions, she asked, adding that she did not 
see this issue purely in the Indo-Pakistani context but in a broader perspec- 
tive. “If there are tensions, we move closer towards a war," she remarked. 


The Prime Minister reminded the Reagan Administration that giving arms to other 
countries never strengthened them. 


On Sino-Indian relations, Mrs Gandhi said both the countries were trying to 
strengthen friendship. They were in touch with each other and the Chinese 
Foreign Minister was expected to visit India soon. "We hope the relations will 
improve," she added. 


About her recent talks with the British Prime Minister, Mrs Margaret Thatcher, 
Mrs Gandhi said that their views differed on a number of matters. 


In her opening remarks at the Press conference, the Prime Minister said that 
the world today faced a large number of problems. It was time for a greater 
exchange of views and cooperation to find areas of agreement. 


/Asked for her views on the Brezhnev proposal to make the Persian Gulf a region 
of neutrality, Mrs Gandhi said that the world situation was so serious that any 
suggestion that would help should be given due consideration./ [in boldface] 


Mrs Gandhi faced a large number of questions on her statement yesterday morning 
about the drug industry having become very powerful and that sometimes new 
drugs were used in weaker countries for experimentation. 


In response, she pointed out that, for instance, the USA had lifted restrictions 


(for export) on several drugs not allowed for use within that country. It might 
be so in other places. 
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She told another questioner that while India had liberalized its general import 
policy, it had to protect its interests and see that prices of druga did not 
become prohibitive, If these could be produced within the country, that would 
be better, 


She described as "delicate" a question as to what measures her Government pro- 
posed to take to control population, She felt that education would have to be 
stepped up and people would have to be persuaded and convinced, 





The Prime Minister reiterated that nobody would be forced to undergo steriliza= 
tion, 


Replying to a question on brain drain, she said that during her previous regime 
a large number of scientiats had returned to India. The Government had now been 
able to enthuse the scientific community again and she hoped more would return 
to the country. 


When a reporter asked how she reconciled her health policy and “imprisonment 

of medical students" on the reservation issue, Mrs Gandhi said she did not think 
they had been imprisoned as such except for a day or so. However, if anyone com- 
mitted a crime, action had to be taken. 


On the Indian Ocean, Mrs Gandhi said the situation had deteriorated of late be- 
cause of tremendous competition among Superpowers which was dangerous for the 
whole world. But she did not agree with the questioner that the situation had 
reached a "point of no return." 


About oil prices, she said that India had been hit the hardest but the oil-produc- 


ing countries could not be blamed because they had been exploited for Long. 
Western countries were not really suffer‘ng because they could afford to pay more. 


CSO: 4220 
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INDIA 


PAPER REPORTS GANDHI ACTIVITIES IN BERNE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 8 May 81 pp 1, 7 


[Text] Berne, May 7=--Mre Gandhi today appealed for an immediate end to the 
"blatant confrontations" in many parts of Asia, which she said were "neither 
local nor unconnected events," reports UNI. 


Speaking at a luncheon in her honour hosted by the Swiss President, Mr K. 
Furgler, the Prime Minister said the time had come for diplomacy to re-establish 
confidence and India would consider it a privilege and a duty to do what it 
could. "We are engaged in efforts to reinforce trust in our immediate region." 


She expressed her anxiety about the conflict between Iran and Iraq and said 
that in Afghanistan conditions were not being created for the withdrawal of 
foreign presence. These developments were not causes but consequences of 

events in the neighbourhood and even further afield. 


She agreed with Mr Furgler that recourse to armament was the reason for and not 
the result of international tension. Mrs Gandhi also referred to the atmosphere 
of suspicion in Europe and the tremendous increase in the arms build-up in the 
Indian Ocean region. 


Mrs Gandhi said confrontation must be stopped. She referred to an Indian say- 
ing: “when elephants fight the bushes are trampled" and said that nuclear 
armament, and even deadlier methods of war, threatened not just one country or 
another but human civilization itself. 


/On disarmament, Mrs Gandhi said: “Like Switzerland, we stand for total and 
universal disarmament. The cost of military defence of strong nations rises 
every day and commands the major share of world resources and researchers ne- 
glect the more worthwile and immediate responsibility of the social defence 
of the weakest and the poorest of the earth./ [in boldface] 


"Peaceloving people should continue their efforts to redress the balance in the 
international community. Man's intelligence will redeem itself not by making 
death more deadly, but by making life more livable." 


"Deep-Rooted Suspicions" 


Mrs Gandhi said there was no problem which could not be solved through negotia- 
tions. As regards East-West or North-South problems dialogue must be continued. 
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The process of dialogue was even more valuable at this point of time because 
of deep-rooted suspicions, The East-West dialogue might not yield quick 
results, Old prejudices were blocking North-South discussions, 


She said Switserland, which had a deservedly high reputation for mediatory diplo- 
macy, could do much to break the deadlock in the efforts to usher in a more 
equitable international economic order, 


National sovereignty and the rule of law, friendship and good neighbourly rela- 
tions, economic cooperation and international friendship, non-interference and 
regard for human dignity should be the basic principles which govern international 
relations, That could be the only sound base for inter-dependence, she said. 


PTL adds: Mre Gandhi described her current visit to Switzerland as a homecoming, 
saying that it reminded her of her own ancestral home Kashmir which had similar 
snowny mountain peaks azure lakes and flowering meadows. 


Mrs Gandhi today invited Mr Kurt Furgler and his wife to visit India. The 
Foreign Minister of Switzerland was also invited. 


Mrs Gandhi today advised the Indian community in Berne to act and behave in a 
manner so as to project a true picture of India. 


Addressing them at the residence of the Indian Ambassador in Berne, she said the 
Western Press and the media were biased against India. The Indian Press too, 

at times, did not project the true picture of happenings within the country, she 
added. 


Mrs Gandhi said the Indians living abroad were the unofficial emissaries of their 
country and people abroad joined their opinion about India by coming into contact 
with them. 


She asked them to keep in touch with the developments, both economic and politi- 
cal, in India and strive to improve the image of the country which, she assured 
them, was “on the march again." She said the economy had started picking up and 
good and prosperous days were ahead. 


Visit to School 

Earlier, Mrs Gandhi drove 80 km from Geneva to Bex, a picturesque village, to 
visit the La Pelouse Institute where she studied in her childhood. She went 
round the institute, where she was a student in 1925-26 and again in 1935, and 
planted a sapling there. She said her memories of Bex were evergreen. 


From Bex, she went to Berne. 


‘tre Candhi will make a night halt at Vitznau. Tomorrow she will go to Zurich 
and spend the night there before leaving for Kuwait on May 9. 
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Western Media 


Last night, the Prime Minister has deprecated the tendency in the Western media 
to look down upon the poverty in India and the lack of literacy in the country. 


Speaking at a dinner hosted in her honour by the permanent Indian representative 
at the United Nations office in Geneva, Mrs Gandhi said that as a person who al- 
ways had close contact with the people and who was exposed to them all the time 
she was greatly impressed by the degree of understanding shown by ordinary 
Indian people. 


The Prime Minister said: "What made her most proud of her people was their 
spirit of accepting challenges and their whole attitude towards life." Mrs 
Gandhi said she had come across the expression of this spirit at her daily open- 
house meetings with the people, a practice she had begun in her father's time, 
Anyone could call on her at these meetings. 


She said this practice brought her closer to the people, their feelings, and 
their aspirations. 


The President of the Republic and Canton of Geneva, Mr Andre Chavanne, who 

was also present at the occasion said that the people of Geneva were honoured 
by her presence specially as she (Mrs Gandhi) had an older association with the 
city. He paid tribute to the people of India who he said were the true inheri- 
tors of ancient culture, wisdom and philosophy. 


Thanking Mr Chavanne for the warm welcome accorded to her in the city, the 
Prime Minister said she was very happy to be back in a city with which she had 
such old association. 


Recalling that a part of her schooling had been in Geneva, Mrs Gandhi said "this 
for her" had been a significant experience because her stay here had enabled her 
to meet different kinds of people--intellectuals and others--and exposed her to 
a different culture. 


The president of the 34th World Health Assembly, Mr Violaka Parasekva, the 
director-general of the World Health Organization, Dr Mahler, the director- 
general of the United Nations, Dr Luigi Cottafavi, and the Health Minister, Mr 
B. Shankaranand, who is leading the Indian delegation to the Assembly, were 
also present at the dinner. 
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GANDHI GIVES INTERVIEW TO PAKISTAN DAILY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 May 81 p 7 


[Text] Islamabad, May 10 (PTI). Prime Minister Indira Gandhi has a:sured the 
people of Pakistan of the "fund of good-will which exists in India towards 
them,“ an Islamabad daily reported today. 


In an interview featured on the front page, independent English language daily 
THE MUSLIM quoted Mrs Gandhi as saying that her Government had a feeling of good- 
will and concern for the people of Pakistan. 


"We feel that a stable Pakistan and progress of its people is as much in India's 
interest as it is in Pakistan," she said during a 40-minute question answer 
session in her office in New Delhi. 


The MUSLIM report said she appeared to be at pains to erase the impression that 
she was less friendly towards Pakistan and its people than many opposition lead- 
ers in India. 


"We believe in co-existence. We would not let any system of government stand in 
the way of attempting friendship with Pakistan," she said in reply to a question 
about the current state of Indo-Pakistan relations. 


Asked about the present health of the Simla spirit, Mrs Gandhi said, "I think it 
is a bit weak at the moment. That is why we have asked our Foreign Minister to 
go there." 


The Prime Minister told the newspaper "There is no specific proposal" that Mr Rao 
would be taking to Islamabad on his visit later this month or in early June. 
But "we are constantly trying to see that the climate does improve." 


The MUSLIM report said Mrs Gandhi seemed to have softened her attitude a little 
over arms purchases by Pakistan but had not ceased opposing it. 


She told the newspaper: "We are not afraid of P’ .istan having arms or of Pakistan 
attacking us. We can deal with it. [the impression that India was afraid of 
Pakistan was deliberately created." 


But, Mrs Gandhi added "When Pakistan once becomes part of global strategies then 
I think it becomes much more dangerous.'' India did not want the area to be 
caught in global rivalries. "We think that is a great danger." 
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Asked if acqu‘sition of the capability by Pakistan to explode a nuclear device 
would amount to possessing the bomb, Mra Gandhi said, "No. Just an experiment 
would not." 


But, the Prime Minister added, "The information is not that it will acquire nu- 
Clear capabilities but actually the making of a bomb. Now, that does change 
the overall situation, tensions and so on. We know that there are a lot of 
people interested in this," she said. Asked if she meant outsiders, Mrs Gandhi 
replied, "Also, I think." 


Motivations 


In reply to another question the Prime Minister said: "It is quite true we do 
not favour military dictatorships and things like that. But we believe in 
coexistence," 


India had not let this stand in the way of attempting friendship with Pakistan, 
she said reminding the questioner that it was she who took the initiative for 
Simla talks. 


She said at no time would India stand in the way of Pakistan's legitimate needs 
of defence or anything else. It was because they got combined with a particular 
attitude that misgivings and apprehensions arose in Indian people's minds. 


India, she said did not want an arms race and "We think Pakistan, as a trusted 
friendly neighbour, would be a very great advantage to India." 


In airing views about Pakistan's decision to acquire arms, Mrs Gandhi said India 
was not interfering with it." We are just saying that experience has shown that 
this is not strengthening the country. 

Need for Talks 

Asked if it meant she proposed to take certain steps in the immediate future, 


Mrs Gandhi said, "Steps can only be mutual. We can talk to the Government of 
Pakistan. I do not think one can just mention something in the air here." 
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GANDHL INTERVIEWED ON KUWAITI TELEVISION 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA {nm English 11 May 61 p 9 
[Article by M. Shanim: "PM Warne Against Rivalry in Ocean") 


[Text] Kuwait, May 10. The Prime Minister, Mre Indira Gandhi, said today that 
if the ‘presesce’ kept on growing in the Indian Ocean, it would pose a threat to 
us all, 


In an interview to Kuwait television here, Mre Gandhi said India was not the only 
country in the region which was concerned with the situation in the Ocean. The 
littoral states had passed a resolution seeking to convert the region into an 
area of peace. But “the presences" kept growing and one (power) tried to outdo 
the other. This kind of confrontation could be dangerous to all the countries 

in the region. 


Mre Gandhi was asked what should be done in the Arab-Israel conflict after the 
failure of the Camp David agreement. She said there had been a noticeable change 
in the attitude of Israel. Those who had friendly relations with that country 
should exert greater influence on it. 


About the Iran-Iraq war, Mrs Gandhi said India wanted an early solution, "not 
because we were friendly with both the countries, but because that kind of con- 
fiict in the neighbourhood could open doors to interference by others." 


Mrs Gandhi welcomed the idea of a Gulf council but advised that the impression 
should not go around that it had been set up against anyone, because it would 
then have an adverse reaction. 


About Afghanistan, Mrs Gandhi said the situation called for a political solution 
and not apportioning blame. Asked what solution she would suggest, Mrs Gandhi 
said, “Well, it is very difficult at the moment. Life is full of difficulties.” 
The interviewer then said that she had faced many challenges “and that is why 

we are looking forward to you to find a solution,” Mre Gandhi smiled and said 

the solution could be found "if all of us put our heads together.” 


fhe interviewer told Mrs Gandhi that India's support to the Arabs and to the PLO 
was »reatiy appreciated in the Arab world. 





Answering another question, Mra Gandhi said India believed in a just economic 
order, tt also believed that the developing countries should cooperate with 
each other, “There should be a south=south dialogue before a north-south 
dialogue,” 


Bi .efly tracing the history of the non-aligned movement, Mra Gandhi said it was 
true that it had weakened recently because members concentrated on the aspects 

that divided them. However, the Western presse was always giving the impression 
that the movement could collapse any minute. Despite that, the members of the 

movement recently produced a working document. 


Abu Dhabi (WAM): "The Americans have decided to store nuclear arma in the 
Indian Ocean island of Diego Garcia at a time when the international situation 
is drifting towards confrontation,” Mre Gandhi hae said. 


Mre Gandhi told the Emirates news agency (WAM) in an interview, "The increased 
foreign presence in the Ocean, the actual war going on in Asia and the thriving 
of the armament industries are all signe of the international situation drifting, 
willingly or unwillingly, towards a confrontation. 


Mre Gandhi agreed that it would be impossible to go to the other extreme of 
achieving total neutrality of the Ocean but at least an effort should be made 
towards thie end. 


Asked about the nature of the effort which should be made to ensure the neutral- 
itv of the Ocean. Mrs Gandhi said all the countries concerned should try to 
percuade the super powers that neither should take attitudes which would aggra- 
vate the situation any further. 








GANDHL SPEAKS TO INDIANS LIVING IN KUWAIT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 May 81 p 7 


Text] Kuwait, May 10 (PTI)<<Prime Minister Indira Gandhi today said her visit 
to “thie friendly country is to take a etep forward in atrengthening our age 
old ties and not to ask for anything.” "TI have brought the message of friend 
ship,” ehe said, 


Addressing a large gathering of Indian community at which she was given a trad! 
tional welcome with "arati" by young girls attired in dancing costumes and show 
ering of rose petals, Mre Gandhi expressed the hope that Indians working in thy 
Gulf region would help further strengthen friendship and good neighbourliness by 
hard work and disciplined conduct. Thereby, they would help enhance the image 
of their country, she said. 


Mrs Gandhi said Indians living abroad could in every way possible assiet their 
motherland in its efforts to build a self-reliant economy, They could do so 
through investments of their earnings in India and other ways. Each person could 
do this according to his capacity and even smallest remittances would help improve 
India's foreign exchange problem. 


Mrs Gandhi did not directly refer to the memorandum submitted on behalf of Indians 
in the Gulf region seeking certain facilities by way of reduction in air fares 

and better returns on foreign exchange remittances. Later, informally talking 

to local Indian journalists, she said all these would be looked into. 


Mrs Gandhi said India's relations with Kuwait and other Arab countries are long 
standing. There are traditional ties of friendship of culture and ties of trade 
and commerce, but in this fast changing world there are many problems which have 
arisen in the region. It is important to keep in constant contact and exchange 
views so “we can cooperate in many matters in trying to help resolve these 
problems,” 


She recalled the visit to India last year of the Amir of Kuwait and said “we 
received him with love and respect. I then thought I should also come here--to 
this very friendly country.” 


Mre Gandhi expressed her thanks to the Indian community in Kuwait for helping 
Indians who were stranded when the [ran-Iraq war broke out and enabling them to 
go back to India. Mrs Gandhi was greeted by a large crowd and she in turn 
walked around offering her greetings to them. 
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PAPER GIVES DETAILS OF GANDHI TALKS IN KUWAIT 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 May 61 p 1 


[Text] Kuwait, May 10<-Mre Gandhi and the Amir of Kuwait today discussed super- 
Power confrontation in the Gulf and the Indian Ocean even as their Ministers and 
officials were paving the way for additional Kuwaiti financial investments in 
India, reports PTI, 


On the second day of her three-day official visit to this oil rich nation, Mre 
Gandhi had wideranging discussions on the international situation with the 54-year- 
old Amir, Sheikh Jaber al-Sabah, and separately with her Kuwaiti counterpart and 
Crown Prince, Sheikh Saad al Abdullah al-Sabah. 


The Afghan issue, militarization of the Indian Ocean and the situation in the 
Indian sub-continent, possibly including Pakistan's nuclear programme are believed 
to have figured at Mrs Gandhi's talks with Kuwaiti leaders but no official word 
was available on the details of the talks. 


Kuwait today agreed to provide a loan of Rs 52 crores for the Anpara thermal 
power station in Uttar Pradesh. An agreement for this was signed. 


Later, Kuwait showed interest in financing part of the foreign exchange compo- 
nent of the Thal Vaishet fertilizer project in Maharashtra. 


On Afghanistan, the joint communique to be issued tomorrow is believed to have 
expressed deep concern and calls for a comprehensive political solution based on 
withdrawal of foreign troops and ensuring its sovereignty and integrity. They 
expressed hope that the non-aligned Ministers’ committee would be able to make 
some headway in bringing the Iran-Iraq war to an end. 


India and Kuwait have also voiced the grave concern over the latest development 
in Lebanon and hoped it would not be allowed to escalate. 


The Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Kuwait reportedly told Mrs Gandhi that 
the Kuwaiti fund for economic development would continue to assist India, espe- 
cially in oil-related industries and fertilizer production. 


While Mrs Gandhi and the Kuwaiti leaders held talks, India's Minister of State 


for Commerce, Mr Khursheed Alam Khan, and the Kuwaiti Commerce Minister, Mr Jasin 
Khaled, discussed the general possibility of Kuwaiti investments in India 
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through the Kuwaiti Development Fund and the Kuwaiti finanetal market, india 
pointed out that it had recently relaxed rules for foreign investment, 


Another topic discussed by the two Ministers related to manpower probleme suc! 
as issue of visas for Indian workers. India offered to provide a draft agre: 
ment for the purpose and the Kuwaiti side reacted favourably. The two sid: 
alieso considered the possibility of entering into an agreement to avoid douh!: 
taxation, 


During the talks, Kuwait complained of delays in the supplies of iron and ste: 
from India, The Indian side agreed to look into it, it was also agreed to 
vate the Indo-Kuwaiti Joint Economic Commission. 


Mre Gandhi, speaking to a wide Gulf television audience tonight, warned of grav: 
dangers arising from big Power confrontation in the Gulf and the Indian Ocean 
region, 


In a prime time television interview to the Kuwaiti TV, Mre Gandhi pointed out 
that all littoral States had favoured the Gulf and the Indian Ocean to be kept 
free from foreign presence, but in spite of that such presence was increasing. 


"This type of confrontation with each Power wanting greater presence is threaten 
ing us all” she added. 


Mre Gandhi arrives in Abu Dhabi tomorrow on the last leg of her nine-day three 
nation tour of Switzerland, Kuwait and the United Arab Pmirates. 
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DETAILS OF INDIAN=-KUWAITI JOINT COMMUNIOUE GIVEN 
bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 May 81 pp 1, 13 


[Text] Kuwait, May ll: Both India and Kuwait have called for the restoration 
of the non-aligned status of Afghanistan, withdrawal of Israeli forces from 
Arab territories and reduction and eventful withdrawal of the "presence" in 
the Indian Ocean, The two countries expressed full support to the efforts made 
by non-aligned countries to bring about an end to the Iran-Iraq war. 


A joint communique, signed by the Prime Minister, Mre Indira Gandhi, and the 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Kuwait, Mr Saud Abdullah al Salem al-Sabah, 
said there were vast possibilities for further increasing economic exchanges. 


The communique noted that Mrs Gandhi and the accompanying delegation were given 
a warm welcome in Kuwait, reflecting the age-old relations between the two coun- 
tries. 


lt stated that during the visit, the Prime Minister of India had called on His 
Highness the Amir of Kuwait. The two leaders exchanged views on bilateral re- 
lations as well as regional and international issues. The talks reflected sim- 
ilarity of views in regard to a wide range of issues which were discussed. 


The Crown Prince and Mrs Gandhi had detailed discussions on matters of common 
interest and these discussions were held in an atmosphere of cordiality, mutual 
trust and understanding. They recalled with profound satisfaction the tradi- 
tional and close relations between Kuwait and India. The leaders expressed 
their determin-tion to further develop these relations to the mutual benefit of 
the peoples of both countries on the basis of equality and mutual respect. 


Stress on Non-Alignment 


They noted with concern the deterioration in the international situation, the 
persistence of unresolved problems and the emergence of new areas of tension, 
Both sides were convinced that in the period of acute international crisis to- 
day, the movement of the non-aligned countries and the policy of non-alignment 
were indispensable for the promotion of international peace, cooperation and 

progress. 


The two sides felt that there was need, more than ever before, to reassert the 
role of the non-aligned movement as an independent non-bloc factor in inter- 
national relations and as a positive, moral and political force for the preser- 
vation and strengthening of peace and security in the world. 
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The communique noted with concern the deteriorating situation in Weat Asia and 
emphasised that it was a source of grave danger for the peace and astabiiit 
the region and the world as well, No just and durable peace in the region 

be found without the immediate and complete Israeli withdrawal from al! Ara! 
territories, including Jerusalem, occupied by Israel since 1967, and the resto: 
tion of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including the rig)! 
return to their homeland, and to establish their independent state, They 1 
iterated their full support for the PLO, 





The Kuwaiti side expressed deep appreciation of India's consistent and firw 
policy of supporting the Arab cause, The Indian side reiterated that this 
policy would continue. The two sides alao expressed grave concern over the 
situation in Lebanon and called for an urgent and peaceful solution. They 
strongly condemned the Ieraeli aggression against Lebanon and Israel's illega! 
intervention in the internal affaires of Lebanon. 


The two sides noted with grave concern the situation in Afghanistan and called 
for an urgent, peaceful, comprehensive and just settlement on the question on ¢! 
basis of the withdrawal of foreign troops, return of the refugees to their homes 
in safety and honour, strict observance of the principles of non-intervention 
and non-interference and full respect for the independence, sovereignty, terri 
torial integrity and non-aligned status of Afghanistan. 


Grave Concern 


They expressed their deep concern and distress at the Iran-Iraq conflict. They 
hoped the two would sort out their differences peacefully. Kuwait and India ex 
pressed full support for the efforts being made by the non-aligned ministerial 
committee to restore peace. 


They also expressed their grave concern at the increasing escalation of the 
great power presence in the Indian Ocean against the declared wishes of the 
littoral and hinterland states of the Ocean. They called on the great powers 
to progressively reduce and eventually eliminate their military presence from 
the Ocean. The two sides reaffirmed the need to redouble the efforts for the 
speedy implementation of the declaration of the Ocean as a zone of peace, as 
contained in the 1971 United Nations genera! assembly resolution. 


They affirmed their conviction that safeguarding and maintenance of peace and 
security in the Gulf region was the responsibility of its states alone without 
any foreign interference. While reviewing the situation in the Gulf region, 
the Kuwaici side explained the objectives behind the establishment of the co- 
operation council for the Arab states of Gulf. India expressed its best 
wishes for the success of the step. 


They agreed that tension and confrontation in southern Africa could not be era 
dicated and no peace established until the liberation of Namibia from the ille- 
gal occupation of South Africa and the dismantling of the structure of apartie 
in South Africa. They called for total support to the decisions taken by thr 
non-aligned foreign ministers’ meeting on Namibia held in Algiers. 
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two sides noted with deep concern the acute crieia facing the world economy 
ind in particular the developing countries, They underlined the urgent need to 
ihe @tructural chang: in the present international economic avaten, 


india expressed ite great apprectation to the government of Kuwalt for the asain 
tance that had been extended over the past few yveara by the Kuwait fund for 

\rab economile development. Kuwait assured India of contioutng willingness in 
issiating in the economic development of India, The Muwait fund for Arab eco- 
nomic development would explore new avenues including projects relating to oil- 
related industries and fertiliser production, 


momic Links 


ihe communique expressed satisfaction at the aciefactory inerease in economic 
exchanges between the two countries. They believed that in the present situa- 
tion and in the context of developments ‘taking piace in both countries, there 
were vast possibilities for further increasing economic exchanges and for their 
diversification. in particular, mutually beneficial possibilities existed in 
areas of investment and joint ventures in India, Kuwait and in third countries. 
The possibility of devising a suitable arrangement for facilitating such invest- 
ment would be further pursued by the two sides, 


Kuwait and India expressed Profound satisfaction at the positive outcome and 
results of Mrs Gandhi's visit to Kuwait. This visit had made a significant 
contribution to increased understanding and cooperation between the two coun- 
tries. Mrs Gandhi invited the Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Kuwait to 
visit India. The invitation was accepted. 
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HISTORY OF SINO-INDIAN BORDER DISPUTES OUTLINED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 May 81 p 8 


(Article by Karunakar Gupta: "Sino-Indian Relations: Getting the Facts 
Straight") 


(Text) Discussing the border dispute between China and 
India in the context of Mr Huang Hua's forthcoming visit 

to India, the author sees the best solution in the offer 

of "the actual line of control" as the basis for a settle- 
ment of the dispute. Especially so, he says, because 
“distorted records” influenced India's notions about its 
frontiers with China. Repeating the claim that the McMahon 
Line is not based on a legally valid treaty, he urges a 
scrutiny of fresh evidence to expedite a compromise settle- 
ment. 


Karunakar Gupta, who did his Ph.D. in International Rela- 
tions at the London School of Economics, has written several 
books on Indian foreign policy, including one on Sino-Indian 
frontier problems. 





recent meeting of the an Indian agreement to the Chi boundary between the two coun- 
* Ghee ow mp BH gene Cs to — JJ In a the Jammu and Kasbmir 
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this summer, China in the east sector and 1940... there as a hope that a 
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obiems between line so as.to solve the emt would fesemnise the 
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rely cannot be said to place the 
boundary, a8 conceived by either 
party, beyond the region of 
doubt or the seed for negotia 
tion The watershed principle. 
on which we have hepvily relied 
in other sectors of the frontier, 
is, in the Aksal Chin area, not 
in our favour. Moreover, Akasi 
Chin i8 of no importance to 
India, whereas, to oa, it is of 
utmost importance, because it is 
the link between two bistorically 
troublesome reaions, Tibet and 
Sinkiang”. (Mr. Menon is, oper: 
haps, the most knowledgeable 
erson in India in regard to the 
egacy of the British Raj and the 
Northern frontier ) 

Nehru. however. was misied 
by a group of officials in the Ex. 
ternal Affairs Ministry. who dis 
torted official records of the Ra) 
to convince him, his Cabinet and 

@ Indian Parliament about the 
so-called “sacrosanct” nature of 
India's border claims. While 
China extended de facto recog. 
nition to the McMahon Line in 
195 the India Office Records 
in London show that it was not 
»yased on any legally valid treaty 
Nehru told Parliament on Aug- 
ust 13. 1959, “The McMahon 
Line is the firm pg Sag 7 
treaty. firm usage, y 

cography’. a geographical 

cundary. the McMahon Lia 
roughly following the crest 

the Himalayas, may be regarded 
as the natural division between 
India and China in the Eastern 
sector. But up to 1047, it was not 
re ed as a “firm” frontier, 
either by “treaty” or by “usage”. 

A careful examination of the 
official documents available in 
the India Office Records does not 
bear out the veracity of this 
claim, nor was this recognized as 
such bv the Britsh Government 
at that time, which becomes clear 
from the official correspondence 
between the Governor General, 
Lord Hardinge, and the Secre 
tery of State for India, Lord 
Crew. in July, 1914 

In the late thirties. however, 
an attempt was made by some 
Indian officials, under the Insp!- 
ration of Sir Olaf Caree. to give 
the McMahon Line an ex post 
facto legal basis by changes in 
Volume XIV of the 1929 edition 
of the Aitchison’s Treaties. which 
contained the origina: official 
version of the proceedings of the 
Simla Conference. as follows: 
“In 1913. a conference of Tibe 
tan, Chinese and British Pleni 
potentiaries met in India to try 
and bring about a settlement in 
regard to matters on the Sino 
Tibetan frontier; and a Tri-par- 
tte Convention was drawn up 
and initialed in 1914 The Chi. 
nese Government, however, rc 
fused to permit their Plenipoten- 
tiary to proceed to full signa- 


ture’ 

This authenue volume was 
withdrawn from circulation§ in 
1938 and replaced by a faked 
version with ag imprint of 1029, 
This concocted volume of Alt 
chison's Treaties remained = a 
continuing source of confusion in 
free India about the true posi: 
tion of the Britwh Raj in regard 
to the North eastern frontier. It 
was unfortunate that none of the 
senior officials in the External 
Affairs Ministry was aware of 
the dubious legal status of the 
McMahon Line when the border 
dispute began in the wake of the 
Tibetan rebellion. 


OFFICIAL MAPS 


From the official Indian point 
of view, the SinoIndian border 
dispute is now |imited to the 

nese occupation of about 
14,000 square miles of territory 
in the hmir-Ladakh region. 
According to the authoritative 
Aitchison Treaties. Volume XII 
(1931), however, the Northern 
and Eastern frontier of Kashmir 
remained “undefined” during the 
Raj. Also, many official maps, in- 
cluding the map of India attach. 
ed to the Report of the Indian 
Statutory Commission § (Simon 
Commission), Volume I (1930). 
and the map of India submitted 
by the General Steff of the Bri- 
tish Indjan Army (marked “Top 
Secret") to the British Cabinet 
Mission in 1946, show the crest 
of the — a 
(he approximate alignment of the 
Northern and Eastern frontier of 
Kashmir. So the = arises: 
How did some officials conjure 
uo a border ciaim of 14,000 
square mies in the Western sec- 
tor. which remains a stumbling 
block in resolving the border dis- 
pute today” 

During the Raj. however, there 
were two other versions of the 
Northern and Eastern frontiers 
of Kashmir, one proposed by Sir 
Ardagh (1897). and the other by 
Maeartney-Macdonaid (1899), 
which tried to push the Kashmir 
frontier beyond the Karakoram 

. But these jines were 
never officially acce . In“July 
1954, however, the Indian Gov- 
ernment. following the advice of 
the North end North-east Borcer 
Committee, pubdlisbed a sew 
cial map of India showing a 
boundary line ja the Kashmir- 
Ladakh sector which took the 
crest of the Kuenlun range and 
placed within the Indian terri- 
tory. for the frst time, the whole 
of the Aksai Chin area, notwith- 
standing the fact that the ares 
was at that time under the actual 
control of China. This new boun- 
dary line was a version of the 
John Ardagh Line. which had 
been dismissed by the General 
St on the ground that it was 
difficult to defend, and. strateg:- 
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cally, useless in comparison to 
the Karakoram line 

From the legai point of view, 
this unilateral alteration of the 
Survey of india maps in July 
1054 did not establish any might 
to extend India's boundary in the 
North-west, including Amsai Chin. 
Ad successors to the Raj. free 
ladia has to acce whatever 
legacy was left by the British in 
th ct. The British Govern- 
men wever, remained dis. 
creetly silent about the matter 
all these vears. 


WESTERN SECTOR 


But in 1977, Sir H. A F. Rum- 
bold, a senior official of the 
India revealed the truth 
about the Western sector of the 
Northern frontier of British 
India in a review article in 
“Asian Alfairs” (June, 1977) He 
said that in the north-west, “io 
the frozen, uninhabitable, wilder. 
ness of the Aksai Chin”, there 
was no defined frontier He fur 
ther said. “In researching this 

int, | found nothing in the 
adia Office Kecords to ,ustify the 
Une on the Kuenlup range indi. 
cated on some maps and the 
(Simon) Commussion’s map ac- 
cordingly adopted a ‘ine roughly 
along the crest of the Karakoram 
ranges.” 

The Indian Government shoud 
set up an independent fact-find. 
ing commission under the chair. 
bye of a Supreme Court 
Judge to scrutinize the new evi- 
dence on the Sino-Indian boun- 
dary question brought to light by 
independent researchers in the 
India Office Records in recent 
years, instead of relying on the 
Officials’ Repert of February 
1961. This will help them under. 
stand why a compromise settle- 
ment of the Sino-Indian boun. 
dary uestion is 
both the sides. 

In reply to a discussion on the 
subject in the Lok Sabha on July 
31. 1980. the Foreign Minister 
Mr P V. Narasimha Rao. said 
that “the Government. who kee 
abreast of al! important researc 
on the subject. are fully convin- 
ced that the alignment shown in 
our maos conforms to the true 
internationa! border.” This shows 
that our Foreign Minister ts stil! 
being kept ignorant of the facts 

his officials, just as Nehru 
had been by the Historica! Divi- 
sion of the External] Affairs Mi- 
mustry. who misquoted documents 
in 1958, particularly regarding 
the Western sector of the North- 
ern frontier. 

Mr Deng. in his interview, sug- 
gested that. in case of difficulty 
on the Indian side, the border 
issue might be set aside for the 
moment, while progress is made 
in other directions. This shows a 
keen desire on the part of China 
to norma!ize relations with India 


imperative on 








INDIA 


MLLITARY PROBLEMS OF NORTHEAST ANALYZED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 5 May 81 p 17 
[Article by Major T. R. Vedantam] 


[Text] The military problem in the North-East of India 
can be dealt with under the following headings: 


The Indo-Tibetan border problem. 

The northern frontiers of Sikkim and Bhutan. 
Relations with Bangladesh. 

. The problems of the Indo-Burma border. 

. The insurrection in Nagaland & Mizoram. 


Uw S&S whe 


Receding Threat & a Better Position 


The border between India and Tibet was, is, and continues to be the still con- 
troversial McMahon line. It is too late at this stage to go into the long 
drawn-out controversies about this line. Of late China has expressed a keen 
desire to get this question settled amicably. In fact there is no serious pro- 
blem or dispute except Aksai Chin. 


Aksai Chin is the north-eastern most corner of the old undivided Kashmir. It is 
a central region with easy access to Gilgit to the west, to Sinkiang in the 
north, to Tibet in the west and southwest. China has built a road through this 
region to Sinkiang from Tibet and claims it to be part of Tibet and hence part 
of China. 


China took three years to build this road and we knew nothing about it as our 
troops were not there to patrol the frontier. When we came to know what had 
happened it was too late. 


After the 1962 invasion, China made an offer to settle all the border problems 
by agreeing to our version of the McMahon line in the northeast if we did not 
raise any question about Aksai Chin. Wounded pride and prestige fouled the 
atmosphere then for a settlement. Now that tempers have cooled, China has re- 
peated the offer giving also an indication that the details are negotiable. 


Looking at it without prejudice, it sounds very reasonable and so deserves a de- 
tailed study. China's offer bids fair to put an end to a quarrel of over 25 
years standing, both sides having strong and weak points. To accept the solu- 
tion offered is indeed a pragmatic approach. 











But there are a tew snags. China has not always been dependable or trustworthy 
and so the actual wording of the treaty or agreement will have to be carefully 
studied, They have given an indication of a few conditional clauses. There may 
be more coming as the negotiations progress. We have also a few conditional 
clauses, 


Settling the McMahon line is not the last word for settling all the problems we 
have with China. The indications are that with a little bargaining China may 
be prepared to concede a lot. India's approach has been very cautious and 
halting. We have to take some risks. He who risks nothing gets nothing. 


Why is China so suddenly anxious to normalise relations? We can only guess some 
of the reasons, The others would become clear when China comes forward and puts 
all its cards on the table. 


the Chinese want to extricate themselves from Lhe blunders of the Mao regime, 
which are still hanging like a millstone round their neck. There are many raw 
products that China needs that India can supply very cheap. All these are possi- 
ble only if unpleasant memories of the past are wiped off. China's motivation 
can be genuine. 


New Situation 


There is another very strong reason why Chira wants to take a pragmatic view and 
settle its disputes with India. This ts the new situation that has developed due 
to the Russian occupation of Afghanistan. 


Quite a few Soviet divisions are massed in the Kunar province in the north-east 
of Afghanistan. A whole division is deployed on the border of Afghanistan with 
Chitral and Swat States. 


To the north of this area is Sinkiang, the troubled province of China. To the 
east lies the strategic area of Gilgit, Aksai Chin, and the highway to Lhasa and 
Peking, as also the Karakorum pass through which runs the road to Islamabad. 


To the south lies what was known to the olden days as Malakand Agency, the 
northern part of Pakistan. These regions are thinly populated, highly strategic 
areas. There is every likelihood that Russia will sooner or later make a thrust 
into this area. We can be sure that it will be specially timed. As and when it 
happens, it will be a challenge to more than one country, the countries being 
powerless to retaliate with force. 


This area has no railways, no waterways, not many motorable interconnecting roads, 
is not industrially advanced, and is thinly populated by a few tribals. It is 
one of the world's most undeveloped areas. Yet when this intrusion takes place 
the entire world will be frightened and alarmed, because of its possible reper- 
cussions. 


In this venture who profits and who loses? First Pakistan will raise a hue and 
cry that their country has been invaded. The Russian reply m2y be somewhat on 
the following lines: "We ave not come anywhere near Pakistan. This is part of 
Kashmir and so part of India so far as we are concerned. If anybody has any 
right to question us, it is India. When India asks the question we will answer 
them." 
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Then China: It has no locus standi in that region, yet Russian intrusion int 
this region will definitely constitute a serious threat to Sinkiang and Tibet. 
[f Russia pushes further on to Aksai Chin, then the two strategic highways in 
which China is vitally interested will be cut. If China confronts Russia in 
Aksai Chin, Russia will give China the same reply as given to Pakistan. 


With this one move, Russians would unilaterally have closed the Kashmir disput. 
and not a dog will bark. 


It may not end there. The western powers, the U.S. and Britain, supported by 
some of the Muslim States of West Asia would try to launch a well planned pro- 
gramme to oust Russia from this region as well as Afghanistan. 


But who can do it and how? Only Pakistan and China can try. India will certain! 
not get into this fray. Pakistan is determined not to confront Russia directly 
now, either in Afghanistan or in Chitral and Swat. But it seems half willing to 
let the U.S, le xd its army and air force in Pakistan and march against the Russian 
intervention in the north or in Afghanistan. 


The only other country that may try to combat Russia in the regions of the Hindu 
Kush, Pamirs, the Karakoram, and the Baltistan States is China. In fact, China 
cannot afford to sit on the fence and watch the developments. It has to act and 
will be forced to act. Otherwise it may be too late. 


No country big or small wants a war now. No country can afford that luxury. But 
the superpowers are all the time trying to put the rifle on somebody else's shou! 
der and pull the trigger. They succeed very often, but they do not achieve thei: 
aim or object. War solves no problems generally, but often paves the way for 
future wars. 


If Russia and China confront each other in the Karakoram region and in the area 
of Baltistan and Chitral, then it will be a war between two superpowers, a situa- 
tion which the whole world as well as the superpowers themselves would like to 
avoid. 


In the event of such a collision, Pakistan will be pushed into it in a matter 

of hours. To start with India will try its best to keep out, but will ultimately 
be dragged into this vortex. It will be the collapse of the flimsy protective 
wall of non-alignment. Under those circumstances we will be confronting China 
once again all along the Himalayan frontier. 


Now let us switch back once again to the Northeast of India. 


The defence of the Indo-Tibetan border is the first major problem of the North- 
east. This can be understood in depth only by taking into consideration a 
typical situation like the one mentioned above. 


China Wary 
There has been some misunderstandings about the Chinese invasion of 1962 across 


the Himalayas. Everyone talks as if we suffered a very heavy defeat. This is not 
so. There was fighting all along the Himalayan frontier from Ladakh and Leh to 
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the easternmost tip of Lohit bordering on Yunnan. We held our own in all 
sectors except in the Kameng division of Arunachal Pradesh, Here it was a total 
rout with heavy losses, Some of the funniest things happened. 


What is the present position? China is getting wary. About 1954 when the Aksai 
China problem came up we had a few conferences with the Chinese in Delhi. At 
that time Marshal Chen Yi addressing the Cabinet Ministers aaid: "We don't want 
to fight a war on two fronts. Gentlemen I don't think that you wish to fight a 
war on two fronts either, if it is three fronts it is still worse." It was a 
challenge and a threat, The meaning will be clear. The implication was that 
China had Pakistan as an ally, 


Now the boot is on the other leg. If Russia and China should clash on the Kara- 
korum, China would very much like to avoid fighting on many fronts. How India 
will react to the situation is their question. Since we have during the last 
few ars been tilting more towards Ru.wia, we may be forced to jump into the 
fray. We can take this opportunity to straighten out our Himalayan border with 
Tibet to suit our requirements. It will be a strain for China to deploy large 
forces on the Himalayan front to prevent incursions from our side. 


At present China seems to be the only country able to look into the future and 
see the new writing on the wall. So they are now willing to concede all our 
claims about the McMahon line provided we concede all that they want on the Aksai 
Chin sector. 


What is our present position on the Himalayan front? In 1962 we had no roads or 
other types of communications in that area, worth mentioning. Now we have a com- 
plete set of tarmac roads, mostly 24 feet wide with cross links. In 1962 we had 
only the BSF to patrol the border. We have now more than eight divisions suit- 
ably deployed in the eastern sector. In 1962 it was not a case of China being 
extremely strong, but it was a case of India being weak and unprepared. 


China is now being pushed into a tight corner. It is natural that it should try 
to avoid fighting a battle on many fronts if it is to fight Russia. If the bor- 
der problem with India is settled, one great danger is over. China will pretend 
to be tough but will concede all our reasonable demands regarding the settlement 
of the border disputes in the north-east. 


But there will be one condition, that in the event of China and Russia confront- 
ing each other on the Karakoram, we should give a guarantee that we will not join 
with Russia as an ally and stage a diversionary attack on the Tibet--Arunachal 
Pradesh border. It is certainly to our advantage to be non-aligned. But will 
that be our position? 


Peking's Handicaps 


China's difficulty on the Himalayan front is one of logistics. Much of Tibet is 
barren territory over which blows for four months the cold winds from the Gobi 
desert. All military supplies have to come from the main line of China. A 
five-tonne lorry loaded with 60 drums of diesel uses 42 drums to travel from 
Peking to Lhasa and delivers 18 drums for stock. This is a ridiculous state of 
affairs. 
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there is no railway to Tibet. There were no proper roads either, China embar! 
on 4 Crash programme and made a long metalled trunk road along the valley of | 
Teang Po to Aksai Chin with connecting roads to Lhasa, They are metalled but | 
aaphalted inside Tibet, 


China tried extensive reforma in the field of agriculture in Ticet to produc 
more food, It was not a great success. You can't squeeze blood out of ston 
A vast majority of the Tibetans are still loyal to the Dalai Lama, They hav: 
atrength or power now to resist or revolt, but the Chinese aleo do not enjoy 
support or loyalty. 


A terocious tribe known as Kampas is operating on the Himalayan border region 
againet the Chinese forces harassing them at many points. They were going 
strong even during the years 1972-73. What happened to them afterwards ia not 
t lear. 


North of the upper triangle of Burma, north-east of the Lohit division of Aruna 
chal, and east of Tibet and west of Yunnan is a mountainous gorge known as the 
Chamdo region. it is the only link between China and Tibet, it ie not more than 
100 km long, rather narrow and in ite broadest portion is about 30 km broad, It 
is a very strategic area. During the last 1,000 years whenever there was a clash 
between Tibet and China, big or small the battles used te be fought in this 
region only. 


If this corridor or communication link could be cut effectively, the Chinese 
position in the whole of Tibet will be very seriously jeopardised. In the event 
of a major hostility between India and China, our natural aim should be to try 
this stunt of block.ding the Chamdo region. Can it be done? Is it possible? 


Between 1962 and today two decades have elapsed. Today we are in a very much 
better position on the Himalayan front for both offence and defence. From Sadi- 
ya to Kibitoo on the Chinese frontier we have today a very broad excellent road 
specially designed for heavy two way military traffic. Our second echelon bases 
and the supply lines are all properly laid on. Our logistics today is far better 
than that of China. 


All the same the threat of a confrontation between India and China is receding. 
The military problem on the northern frontier with Tibet can be considered as 
settled if a compromise solution as suggested by China is accepted. It will 
however require a few amendments and modifications. These are not very difficult 
under the circumstances. The prospects appear to be very good. 

Weak Link 


Sikkim is a smal! State now part of India. It was previously a protectorate. 


Bhutan is a different storv. It is consicered to be a small independent king 
dom ruled by a king. Between these two lies the V shaped Chumbi valley. The 
lower apex of this wedge is nearly touching the strategic area of the Siligur! 
gap, our only communication link with Assam. China is well entrenched in this 
velley, the Yatung region being their headquarters. it is a base well organi: 


gatirisoned, and well furnished, now after many vears of effort. 








Sikkim lies on the western side and Bhutan on the eastern side of this wedge, 
lhe border of Sikkim with Tibet in the north and Chumbi valley in the east is 
well guarded Sy Indian troops in strength and in depth, This is not the case 
with the border between Bhutan and the Chumbi valley. It is virtually unde- 

fended, There are two rivers from the Chumbi valley flowing into Bhutan, the 
Amo Chu and the Ha Chu. The valleys of these two rivers are the channels of 

communication between the valley and Bhutan, 


On the northwest of Bhutan lies the gigantic Chomolhari range forming a natural 
barrier between Bhutan and Tibet. On its western side this range curves down 
south, tts southermost tip reaching to the valley of the Amo Chu, On the north- 
ern side of this Chomolhari range runs the frontier between Bhutan and Tibet. 
This boundary is yet undefined, It is however shown on the maps by a dotted 
line. This is a rough marking following the watershed principle, not ratified 
by the two countries, 


China does not accept this customary watershed boundary as valid. It has claimed 
about 780 eq. «wm. of northeastern Bhutan as also some substantial areas north of 
Punakha the old time capital of Bhutan. Chinese maps show substantial chunks on 
the Indo-Tibetan border including that of Sikkim and Bhutan as Chinese territory. 
During the last 15 years there has been many incursions of Chinese troops into 
these regions. 


Under a treat relationship, Bhutan is guided, in its foreign relations, by India. 
Bhutan is not to have direct consular or other relations with any foreign coun- 
try, but it has to go through the Government of India. In return India accepts 
the responsibility for Bhutan's defence and its strategic communications. 


This treaty however tas a funny provision to the effect that India may not sta- 

tion its troops inside Bhutan, but it can and has to come in as and when so re- 

quested by the King for the defence of Bhutan against external aggression. This 
virtually makes the responsibility for defence practically meaningless. 


The only danger to Bhutan comes from China. With an undefended border with Tibet, 
China can run over the whole of Bhutan in the matter of a day or two at the most. 
Then it will not be defence of Bhutan but expelling an invader. 


Looked against the background of this weak point, the idea of our being able to 
stop the Chinese at Chamdo is childish tall talk. Tibet's border with Nepal, 
Sikkim, and Bhutan are al! part of the same McMahon Line. When China agrees to 
accept our version of this line on the eastern sector, does it include Sikkim 
and Bhutan also’? will China also recognise our special relations and rights in 
China's offer would be worthless if Bhutan is to be left out. [as published] 
Meanwhile Bhutan will continue to be the weakest link in the chain of our 
Himalayan defences. 


There are four divisions in Arunachal Pradesh, Kameng, Subansiri, Siang, 4& Lohit. 
Kameng division is the westernmost bordering on Bhutan. We have today in this 
division, a long road starting from Misamari on the plains to Khinzamane a border 
town on the Tibetan frontier in the north. This road passes through Tanga 
valley, Bomdilla and Tawang in the inner Himalayas. Tawang is a village full of 
Buddhist monasteries and gumphas. 














During the 1962 war the Chinese entered deep into Bhutan along the valley of 
fawang river, turned south, reached |umithoung and the, irned @eart, rewenlere! 
Kameng division very much to the rear of our forward divisions, thereby cuttiny 
off our supply lines. Our forces sandwiched between two Chinese forces one to 
the north and another to the south, had to suffer heavy casualties. 


Private Armies 


Let us have a look at Burma, We have a common frontier of about 320 km with 
Burma, It has been demarcated and deleneated=-no problems, Burma has remained 
friendly, 


But our northeastern frontier with Burma is not under the control of the ang oon 
Government. It is for all practical purposes under the control of the Chinese. 
This upper triangle of Burma as it is called is the valley of the Chindwin and 
the Upper Irrawaddy. 


On the western side of this triangle close tothe Indo-Burma border live many 
tribes, Kachins, Chins, Nagas, and Lushais. On the eastern side, this upper 
triangle of Burma has a common frontier with the Yunnan province of China, Laos 
and Thailand. In this area are the Shans and the Karens. The Karens, before 
the Second World War, inhabited areas in Central Burma, Lower Burma and Tennas- 
serim, During the years 1890 to 135 nearly 90 per cent of them became Christian 
and sided with the British against the Burmese nationalists. The British 
recruited large numbers of them into an auxiliary force known as the Karen 
Irregulars and used them against the Burmese. After World War II, the Burmese 
people drove them out of lower Burma and then they took refuge in the upper 
triangle. 


In the northernmost reaches where Tirrup and the Lohit division have a common 
frontier with Burma live the Kachins. That region is also known as the Kukawing 
valley. Putao or Ft Hertz located in this region was the northernmost military 
outpost in those days. The famous Ledo Road also known as Stillwell Road passes 
through this region. 


Coming south we have the common frontier with Nagaland. Inthis region we have 
the Burmese Nagas. The last remnants of the rebel Nagas from the Indian side 
urder the leadership of Izak and Muivah have taken asylum in this region. 
Another small group of the rebel forces, the pro-Phizo group also has joined 
with them, 


Coming further down, we have the Chin Hills region with a common froncier with 
Manipur. This area is inhabited by the Chins. Still further south the area 
adjoining Mizoram is inhabited by the Lushalis and the Kukis. Mizos are also 
Lushais, Lushai, Mizo, and Kuki, are all closely allied groups. They are only 
different sub-sects of the same tribe. To the south we have the Chittagong 
Hill region of Bangladesh. 


All these tribes have formed themselves into private armies declaring their 
territories independent. The Government of Burma is militarily too weak to 
subdue them or liquidate then. 
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\ major portion of the sophtaticated weaponry tor these private armies has come 
trom the U.S, and China has also made a subatantial contribution, 


lhe tribes on the indo=Burma border are all of speciiic ethnic groups. Their 
opposition to the Government of Burma is based on religion. As Christians 
they refuse to accept the overlordship of a Buddhist government. The Shan 
State Army, however, is predominantly Buddhist, It claims Burma as its country. 


iwenty years ago all these insurgent forces constituted not more than 24 »V00 
armed men, But today their strength is estimated to be upto two divisions, more 
than half deployed on the Indo=Burma border. So far we have had no direct 
encounter with these ftorces. But there had been some stray incidents as they 
are collaborating actively with the Nagas and the Mizos. 


ven though our border with Burma is at present peaceful, this state of affairs 

may not continue for long. The Second World war left the socioeconomic set up 

ot Burma completely shattered, When the war ended and Burma got Independence, 

it had no army worth mentioning for tts own defence. It had to start from 
ratcnh, 


It could not have a settled government for some time. Then came the socialistic 
experiment of General Ne Win. [t was not a success in any sense of the term, It 

brought Burma very close to economic ruin. Result--the rebel elements in the 

north had a field day. 


Burma is now faced with the problem of eliminating and if necessary even destroy- 
ing altogether the rebel armies of the tribals in the northwestern region of 

the Chindwin valley. This is an operation which will take some time and is not 
likely to be so very easy unless it has the full cooperation and assistance of 
India on the western side of the border. Burma's headache is our headache too, 
so it is in our own interest to help it in whatever way we can. 


During our operations in Nagaland, the rebel forces when hardpressed used to 
retreat across the border into the Chindwin valley. Burma pleaded inability to 
deal with the problem as it did not have enough armed forces to depliy on the 
border. It, however, conceded to India the right to enter its territory and deal 
with the rebels in any manner we chose. It was willing to give whatever other 
help it could with its Limited resources. 


Burma helped us at the time. It is now for us to reciprocate by deploying 
enough troops on the border to prevent Burmese rebels crossing into Indian terri- 
tory. We have also ¢t prevent the tribals from our side of the border going into 
the Chindwin vallev to assist the tribals there. 


uring the last five vears in particu!ar our forces have been more and more 
successful in preventing the rebel eiements trom sneaking out to Chita for 
training and thev have also successfully prevented their return to Indian terri- 
tory. Large numbers have been rounded up. 


In the beginning the insurgents passed through Mizoram and then into Bangladesh. 
From Bangladesh they entered Burma through thx hittagong Hills region and then 
worked up the Chindwin vallev, crossed over to Bhamo on the Irrawaddy and pe 
into China. This was very tedious and very difficult f course. 
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Ever since the U.S. and China eatablished friendly relations, the Chinese hay: 
been encouraged to maintain the fires of insurgency in thie area, There wer: 
plans for China to establish an alternative training centre at a spot south o! 
Lhasa on the north bank of the river Teang Po (Brahmaputra). The idea was to 
send the new rebel recruits for training to Tibet through Arunachal Pradesh, 


Simultaneously a massive programme of conversion of the tribale in Arunacial 
Pradesh was planned, The basic isaue of the tribal problem in the northeast 
is that the Christian tribals are hostile to the Governm «: of India, while | 
non-Christian tribals are friendly. The move was to make the friendly tribal: 
of Arunachal hostile by convercing them first and then indoctrinating them, 


Christian missionary activity is forbidden in Arunachal. So the churches, 
schools and other installations were put up just a kilometre or two south of 
the border line and all kinds of indirect methods were being used to gain con 
verts., 


The tribals were then alerted about the dangers involved in repeating the situa 
tion of Nagaland and Mizoram in Arunachal. They got alarmed and in a body went 
up and blew up the churches and schools. There were casualties among the clergy 
too, Thus the transit camp and base for channeling Naga and Mizo hostiles to 
the training camp south of Lhasa in Tibet fell through. 


Since then China has been more explicit in withdrawing support to the hostile 

tribals. It has also told Pakistan clearly not to bank on it for any further 

substantial supplies of arms and ammunition. The final settlement with China 

and the normalising of relations will depend on the stand it wants to take on 

these problems. Indirectly it can influence Russia's plans and intentions for 
any intrusion into the Baltistan area. 


However, Burma is not India. Will China agree to withdraw from the upper tri- 
angle of Burma and stop giving aid to the hostile tribals of the Chindwin valley 
The indications are it will agree to withdraw. 


Not a Skirmish 


China seems to have put up a very interesting explanation and excuse to justify 
its new alignment. When the Burma Government starts military operations against 
the Kachins, Nagas, and the Lushais on their side of the border, if China should 
come in the way, then they fear a large influx of Vietnamese and Kampuchean 
troops assisted by the Cubans, who will spread and take positions along the 
China-Burma frontier. That will be Russia's challenge brought nearer home. 

The Armed forces of the Burmese Communist Party now ‘n the Shan States will 

join these forces. Then it will not be a skirmish but a war. 


One trend is very clear China is in no mood to take a belligerent attitude unless 
forced into it by a very difficult situation, China's cooperation with the U.S. 
will not be unconditional. It wi!! be circumscribed and limited. 
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hang ladesh Unfriendly 


On the Tibetan frontier and the Indo-Burma border there ls no war or threat of 
war at the Moment, Even latent Censions are not there to any marked degree, 
the case of Bangladesh isa different, Jension between India and Bangladesh is 
escalating during the last five years, It can ultimately lead to a blow-up and 
that may not be far off, 


for nearly three decades East Pakistan has been a thorn on our side, the border 
problems, the sharing of the Ganga waters, trade relations, driving out the 
Hihari Muslims into India, persecution and harassment of the last remnants of 
the Hindu population and many more problems have bedevilled the relations 
hetween the two countries, 


During these years, East Pakistan and later Bangladesh has been helping the Naga 
rebels and the Mizos with asylum, arms, ammunition, and training facilities. 
During the short regime of Mujib Rehman the rebel camps were closed and facili- 
ties denied. After Mujib all these troubles have arisen again. 


ihe rebel army of the Mizo National Front has established its base headquarters 
in the Chittagong Hille region, with the help and support of Bangladesh, It is 
alleged that Large numbers of Chinese officers came in as instructors te train 
the rebel army in guerilla warfare. Most of them appear to have gone back in 
more recent months. 


Whenever the insurgents cross into Mizoram and co mt the units of the Indian 
army, there is a skirmish. The remnants after the pattle are chased and they 
retreat into Bangladesh. We normally have the right to chase. Under similar 
circumstances, Burma has cooperated with us. But Bangladesh is a different 
story. This is a matter over which tension between the two countries can 
escalate. 


The treaty of friendship with Bangladesh is a peculiar one. It is more or less 
a personal understanding between Mujib and Mrs Gandhi. Once Mujib and his group 
had been assassinated and wiped out, this treaty ceased to be relevant. The 
later events in Bangladesh are not in agreement with the provisions of this 
treaty. 


There is a provision in the treaty conceding to India the right of entry and 
passage for Indian defence forces through Sylhet and Mymensing in the event of 
warlike operations int northeastern regions. 

(here is another provision that India should not repatriate the Bihari and 
Bengali Muslims who migrate to India. This provision is quoted as an excuse 
and a valid reason for the Government of India refusing to deport these Muslims 
now referred to as foreigners in Assam. The snag is that this provision is no 
more valid in the present context. 


There was a vaguely worded report in the papers some months bac. saying that 
Bangladesh gave some indication that it intended to repudiate the provision grant- 
ing Indian troops the right of passage through Sylhet and Mymensing. The Govern- 
ment of India is said to have replied that in that case we will be compelled to 
push the Muslims now in Assam back into Bangladesh. Dacca is said to have 
remarked that such a move was sure to precipitate « ver between the two coun- 
tries. 
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lt should be clear to evervone that the Assamese are not prepared to lel 
foreigners stay in Assam, [t is necessary to take a pragmatic view. Inte 
national law, treaty obligations and humanitarian grounds are not relevent i: 
this case. In fact, a stage has been reached when these considerations threat: 
the freedom, security, and safety of the local population, 


lt appears that there is a new trend in the northeastern regions, which ma 
result in the Muslims of Assam being pushed back into Bangladesh in larg: 
numbers. Then Bangladesh can declare a war if it ao fe. 


More than six months ago Izak and Muivah, leaders of ove of the rebel Naga 
groups, started seeing the writing on the wall, They felt that a concentrati: 
of 4/7 lakh Muslims from Bangladesh in Assam constituted a serious threat and 
danger to Nagaland, Manipur, and Mizoram, 


These three tribal areas are now thinly populated. The aggressive Bengal! 
Muslim with his expansionist tdeology, trained to invade neighbouring territori: 
will very soon become a serious danger to the tribals also. 


Some interested party or parties seem to have put into their head the idea that 
the Government of India is trying to retain the maximum possible number of 
Bengali Muslims in Assam to be used against the rebel forces operating in the 
tribal areas. They then worked out a plan for all the rebel elements in Assar 
Meghalaya, Magaland, Manipur and Mizoram to rally under one flag, and take joint 
action to go to the aid of the Assamese Hindus, and drive the Bengal! Muslime 
back into Bangladesh. 


All the rebel groups appear to have agreed to the proposal in principle. But 
the non-Christian tribals refused to accept their leadership on the ground 
that the Christian tribals, because of their religion, argue trat they are not 
Indians. 


Maivah reacted promptly by agreeing to give up that e«tand. It resulted in the 
pro-Phizo group deserting him. The Mizos of the Mizu National Front also objected 
to this idea of giving up the Christian stand. Hrankal, Koloi, Nripen, the PLA, 
and the TUJS seem to have remained with him. 


According to a statement made by Hrankal after his arrest the whole scheme 

was toppled by a group of American Baptist missioraries, previously expelled 
from the tribal areas, but now stationed with the headquarters of the MNF in 
the Chittagong Hills area. These missionaries appear to contend that any move 
to jump into the Assan fray might help India indirectly, but will definiteiy 
affect Bangladesh adversely. 


Muivah recently seems to have been making renewed efforts to rally the tribal 
forces once again under the same flag and go to the help of the Assamese 
Hindus, and thereby forestall a serious danger which might threaten them as 
well. The Assam Hindus, however, have not asked the tribals to come to their 
aid. 
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Mizoram Still in Hot Watera 


[nat leavessusa with the internal problie », the military operations in Nagaland, 
Mizoram, etc, There is no tribe known as Nagas, It is a generic name given to 
4 large number of tribes, e.g., Sema, Ao, Lohta and Angami. They are racially 
similar but with small differences in their ethnic identity. The same Naga 
group of tribes are spread over in the Chindwin valley also. 


All the tribes are Mongoloid, falling broadly under two categories, Tibeto- 
Surman, and indo-Chinese. The Daflas, Apatani, Sherduks, and Monpas of Aruna- 

“ai are Tibeto-Burman, as also the Nagas. The Lushais, the Mizos, and the 
Karens of Burma are Indo-Chinese types. 


w Nagas have claimed that they were not Indians because they were Christians. 
was the position up to 1965. That is what they were taught to believe by 
the foreign missionaries, who were playing havoc in those areas particularly 
itter Independence. Many of them were espionage agents of foreign countries and 


toi were as a rule hostile to our country. 


eir Main job was to organise the tribals of the northeastern territories to 


rebel and declare themselve: independent. No Government worth the name can | 
tolerate this kind of threat to the safety, security and independence of the 

untry. | 
nder thes« ircumstances arriving at a compromise solution through negotiations ) 
loes not arise. Might is right. One major mistake that these foreigners com- | 


mitted was to make the tribals believe that they could win the war against India. 
The Nagas realised the folly of this line of thinking even as early as 1°60. 
we 


lany surrendered and laid down their arms. A provisional civil Government was 
formed and it has now come to stay. 


By the time the Nagas realised their mistake a very large number of casualties 
had been inflicted. There was at the time a hard core that would not surrender 
and it continued to tight. 


About the vear 1959 General Thimmayvyva made an offer to the Government of India, 
to finish the Naga problem if only he were given a free hand. Nehru turned it 
down and took the view that the hostile tribals should be won over by sweet 
words. The Nagas did not understand that language. The trouble continued and 
a large number of casualties had to be inflicted over a period of 10 to 12 
ears before the situation uld be effectively brought under control. 


\ military operation is always the last resort. Once it is launched sweet words 
are taboo. We have to make a thorough job of it by taking drastic action irre- 
pective f consequences. Soft pedalling in a military operation is a crime. 
Whenever the rebels succeed in inflicting a few casualties on the armed forces, 
it becomes necessary to inflict a deterrent punishment. During these operations, 
the civil population who are noncombatants also suffer sometimes. 
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\a time passed many elders in the community as also a section of the ele: 


Rot Very much upset over this trend, They started agitating that this wat 
the Christian Nagas against a Hindu army should be atopped forthwith. Twent 
years ago theirs was a4 voice in the wilderness, Today they are in power con 


trolling the local adminiatration. 


fie rebel army beleagured and depleted retreated to the Chindwin valley in 
Burma and established its headquarters there. In consequence rebel acti: 
is now very much on the decline in Nagaland, and has practically tapered o1! 


hen a civil elected government was established, the army still retained it: 
powers and responsibilities to liquidate the remnants of the rebel force: 

job has more or less been completed now. The remnant of the rebel forces now 
in exile in the Chindwin valley under Muivah is said to be about 960 to 1000 
strong, 


so the war in Nagaland is supposed to have ended. But it will take at least 
one more decade to restore normality in the area. 


Mizoram in 10 vears has suffered more casualties than Nagaland in 20 vears. For 
Obvious reasons the correct figures are not published, the rebel armies are a 
hundred per cent Christian. The young able bodied section of the population 
only are recruited to the rebel army, and these became the casualties. 


A small tribe of not more than six lakhs in Nagaland and about three lakhs in 
Mizoram is being continuously depleted of its youthful manpower. The number 

of middle aged widows and unmarried girls are continuously on the increase. [hy 
number of children born in the community has gone down considera. y; so also t! 
population. In Nagalar. at least this state of affairs seems to have been 


halted, but not Mizoram si which is still in hot waters. 





The population of Mizoram i5 vears ago was not more than 3.2 lakhs. Now it is 
.6 lakhs. The Mizo rebels have been reckless dare-devil types, and as a re 
1lt have suffered much heavier casualties. What is happening can be described 

as a mild form of genocide. But this word has not vet been ‘lung on us. Obvi 

ously the reason is that they do not wish to admit or disclos: the fact that 
thev are now fighting a losing battle. 


[tf the Mizos try to keep up the tempo of the struggle for another decade the 
population there will be more than decimated. Now the elders in these two area 
as also a section of the clergy are very much worried and are vehemently opposing 
the wav the vounesters have been made a cat's paw by the foreign missionary 


eit ‘ 

The rebel Mizo forces are now mpelled to have their base and headquarters 

Bangladesh. [t has its implications for the future. All the same, the end 
tilities in Mizoram is not far oft. More than a year ago, the Government f 

India took the view that it would better to force a military solution there wit 

speed. Laldenga's dilatory tacti appear ¢ ave stalled the issue. 








meoedy, Efficient Military Solution 


it has been iggested and legitimate’y too that the root cause of the 
internal troubles should be gone into and the defects rectified, This isa an 

Versimplification of the case. Two main reasons are usually given. The tri- 
kils feel that they have been badly neglected, and the other is that they are 


rightfully anxious to safeguard their ethn! identity, 


} 


ihe soO=called neglect was neither itntentionei nor deliberate. Lt was about the 
ir 1952, that Nehru had a discussion with Dr Verrier Elwin the famous anthropol- 
‘t, who was then settled in Meghalava. During this discussion Dr Elwin is 
aid to have cautioned Nehru ageiast introducing too rapidly into the tribal 
t up western technology and rapid industrialisation, but to take it easy and 
40 slow. There are different versions of what Dr Elwin's remarks were. Whatever 
was said, it is likely that it was not understood in the correct perspective. 


foday this charge of 'neglect' is no more relevant. Roads have been laid, hos- 
pitals have come up, postal and telecommunication facilities are fast expanding. 


iis is che case in Nagaland, the same will be the case with Mizoram atter the 
rebel activities heve been effectively suppressed. | 


There is a note of dissent even in this. It appears that all welfare activities 
ire being directly controlled and administered by the Government of India. The 
Local church dignitaries do not seem to like it. They seem to think that someone 
se is stealing the thunder. This is inevitable. Once thier isolation is neu- 
tralised, it is onlv a question of time for the tribals of these territories to 
et more and more integrated with tyne rest of India. 
[he second grievance is about the preservation of the "ethnic identity.” This is 
lust a high sounding phrase intended to confuse the issue. The tribals, the 
hristians in particular, have already lost their ethnic identity long ago. From 


the vear 1832 when the first British expedition in.o Nagaland took place the 

ethni identity of the tribals all over the northeast has been undergoing a con- 

tinuous metamorphosis. From headhunters they have evolved into university gra- 
1 


duates, civilised men adopting western modes of life. Under the impact of modern 
trends these changed and changing patterns are being still further modified. 


eir ethni identity was changed bevond recognition by the British Government 
and not | the vernment * India. And the Government is not interested in 
restoring to them the t lentity they had a hundred vears ago. That is 

t our responsibility. the tribals want ¢t go back to their headhunting davs’” 
in 1964 met Mr ~ie at a dinner party in the Station Headquarters near 

ict gad. | asks im what was actually meant by this preservation of the 
ethni identity. The following is roughly the gist of what he said: "Let us 
get ack to the ition as it was a 100 vears ago. Delhi was only vaguely 


aware ot ir existence. It was only in 1880 worthwhile contacts started coming 











in 1900 the tempo started increasing. Our society was being swept alony 
grocve, There was a slight slackening of the tempo during the first world wa: 
By 1925 or about that time we can say that we have emerged from our sec lusi. 
Our contact with the outside world was gaining tempo. Christianity had come |: 
by that time, English education came in, and you can call it a revolution, 


"Every twenty years we passed from one stage to the next. It was all ver, 
it was a peaceful revolution. But by that time we had ceased to be what w 
were, when the second world war overtook us. Some of the worst Lighting t 
place in our territory, just around our villages, you can say in our backyvar: 


"The events of the period 1935-50 remoulded us into a totally new pattern, we 
lost our identity. The Government of India cannot give it to us. We have te 
find it ourselves." 

The position should be obvious. The Nagas have lost their identity because of 
the heavy impact of western civilisation. They would not like to be headhunte 
once again. Their present identity is rootless, they have to come out of thet! 
isolation and mix with the rest of the people around them in the country, and 
then they will discover once again a new identity which may be worth preserving. 


The tribals of the northeast today are a bitter and disillusioned people, more 
oftended against than offending. All this military adventure against them cou! 
have been avoided if only they had been properly advised by their own leaders 
and if they had been left free to negotiate with the Government of India for an 
amicable settlement. This was not the case. 


Once the Government is in full control, the missionary tnfluence will automati 
ally decline and taper off. The foreign elements could not reconcile them- 
selves to it. But this phase is passing in Nagaland, it is not yet over in 

M i zorTan., 


[he British during a period of 80 years from 1832 sent many punitive expeditions 
into Nagaland and inflicted heavy casualties. Despite this, during the period 
from the beginning of the first world war to the end of the second world war 

the tribals in the areas of Nagaland, Mizoram and Manipur were very loyal to the 
Government. There are thousands of these tribals who bemoan the sudden withdrawal! 
of the British in 1947-48, something which they never anticipated. 


The time has come for India to enforce a military solution with speed and effi 
clency, wherever rebe! activity continues and then close the case. Then there 
will be a clear line for the constructive work of building up lasting goodwill. 





Procrastination of the type we find in Assam will give the politics of the tribal 
areas a very serious setback. The problems confronting us in the Northeast are 
variegated and far too numerous. But chev are not insoluble. We have only to 
approach the problem with courage and determination. 








LNDLA 


LOK SABHA DISCUSSES SALES OF CENTURIAN TANKS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 May 81 p 5 


(Text) The Government denied in the Lok Sabha on Friday that there was any sale 
of Centurian tanks since the proposal of 9 obsolete ones during the Janata regime 
in 1977, report agencies. 


Mr © PN Singh, who was Minister of State for defence in 1980 said the propvsal 
for sale of 190 centurians initiated by the predecessor regime in November 1979 
was called off in June 1980, 


Mr Singh made a statement of personal explanation to refute certain allegations 
by Mr K P Unnikrishan curing the debate on the defence demands. 


Mr Singh, however, said that 2000 tonnes of Centurian spares were sold to M/s 
Levy Auto Parts Co of Canada for 0.9 million dollars after due consultations 
with different government agencies and the Ministries. The payment was received 
well before shipment. 


The sale was against import license issued by the Canadian Government and the 
Canadian High Commissioner had informed hat reexport from Canada would need 
Government approval. 


The Minister said the enquiry for the sale of 190 tanks included one for spares 
and ammunition. This was widely circulated. The ocers [as published] were con- 
sidered by an interdisciplinary committee headed by the then secretary 

(Defence Produc.ion). 


The statement said: "Having been informed that the tanks sold in 1977 did not 
reach Spain it was proposed in consultation with the Ministry of External Affairs 
to take all possible precautions to ensure that the tanks do not find their way 
to a country which is nolitically unacceptable. Since the offer of M/s Ferro- 
Import was considered the most acceptable, it was proposed to seek necessary 
guarantees in case the offer of M/s Ferro-Import was to be accepted. 


"The papers were put up to the Prime Minister and the Finance ister as 
required and their directions were fully implemented. The sale was deferred: 

I called off the negotiations on 3-6-1980 for the sale of the remaining Centur- 
ian tanks. 

















"Offers were invited for sale of spares along with tanks and ammunition. 
Since there was no worthwhile offer for spares, the negotiating commit 
recommended re-invitation of bids for sale of spares separately. All th. bi 
ders who had submitted offers for tanks and/or spares were invited to submit 
their offers. 


"The bid of M/s Levy Auto Parts Co of Canada was the only one fulfilling ti. 
conditions laid down regarding earnest money deposit and end user country. 


There was no prescribed price: The sale was to take place on the basis of U| 
highest acceptable offer. The initial offer of M/s Levy Auto Parts Co was 
900,000 dollars for 5,000 tonnes of spares, 


"When the initial offer of M/s Levy Auto Parts Co was considered by the negotiat 
ing committee, a view was expressed and duly recorded in the minutes that it wa: 
on the low side, it was precisely for this reason that the likely scrap value 
was got assessed by the representatives of the Iron and Steel Controller and the 
Metal Scrap Trading Corporation after physical inspection and a higher price 
negotiated. The Ministry of Steel was consulted. 


"While the transaction of the sale of tanks did not take place at all, the one 
relating to sale of spares was concluded with the concurrence of the ministries 
concerned. It is unfortunate that Mr Unnikrishnan unnecessarily attributed 
ulterior motives on my part." 
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INDIA 


NAVY DEEMED ILL-EQUIPPED TO CARRY OUT MISSION 
Madras THE HINDU in English 10 May 81 p 2 
[Article by G. K. Reduy: "Two Fleet Navy To Mind Coast"] 


[Excerpt] The unfolding superpower rivalry on the high seas leading to a 
fresh scramble for bases has set the smaller powers thinking seriously about 
their own responsibilities in defendirg their shores and safeguarding their 
maritime interests. 


A country like India with a vast coastline and offshore installations has to 
evolve a naval strategy designed to serve the dual purpose of containing any 
possible threat from the sea by Pakistan and protecting the two million sq km 
of sea constituting its exclusive economic zone. 


[It is not India's intention to compete with the big powers in the scramble fer 
the control of sea routes, but it cannot afford to neglect the duty of guarding 
the approaches to its coastline. The tiny Indian Navy cannot discharge these 
functions without a well phased expansion and modernisation programme. 


If it beyond India's financial resources to have two independent fleets operating 
in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea with all the paraphernalia of shore-based 
installations, it has to make the next best choice of two self-contained task 
forces stationed on either side of the peninsula with offensive-defensive capa- 
bility for keeping the enemy at bay and protecting its off-shore interests. 


[The Navy is often described as a silent arm of a country's defence forces, but 
its very silence makes it also a neglected arm in the conventional environment 
of military power primarily designed to defend the land frontiers and, if 
necessary, carry the fighting across the borders into enemy territory. 


The thinking and training of the Army and the Air Force is "border oriented" 

in the sense that the battle lines are well demarcated and, even when the fron- 
tiers are crossed, it is only to relieve the enemy pressures along the country's 
frontiers through interdictory action. 


No Physical Frontiers 


The Navy has no such defined physical or psychological frontiers for its obliga- 
tions, since it has to look upon the entire ocean expanses as a battle zone. 

















lt is trained to think and react in terms of varied chores, ranging from 
offensive-defense operations against enemy craft and protection of the cour: 
coastline to interception of contrabandon high seas in times of war and the 
thasing away of foreign trawlers fishing clandestinely in its exclusive econo 
mic gone, Lt has eleo to safeguard the seabed mineral resources and off-shore 
OLl deposite especially in areas where the maritime boundary is in dispute, 


The Indian A. v) with ite modest complement of only 47,000 men, isa hopeless!» 
ill-equipped to discharge these onerous responsibilities wsicther in peacet im 
or wartime, It has to be expanded and reorganised into virtually two indepy: 
dent task forces, each with an aircraft-carrier, destroyers, frigates, submari. 
Missile boats and other craft. 


The smaller Pakistan Navy is more comfortably placed to operate ae a single fieet, 
since it has no responsibilities left in the eastern region after the emergence 
of Bangladesh as an independent nation. It is doubly necessary, therefore, for 
India to have a two-fleet navy to keep an eye on the vast expanse from the Strait: 
of Malacea to the Gulf of Aden on either flanke of the Indian Ocean. 


The Indian Navy now consists on paper of one aircraft-carrier undergoing exten- 
sive refitting and renovation, two old cruisers which have been phased out, 
eight out-dated submarines, 28 frigates out of which only eight are of the lat- 
est types, dozen corvettes and missile boate and the usual complement of mine 
aweepere and landing craft. 


The Navy has aleo an independent air arm with about 50 aircraft for carrying out 
reconnaissance and providing land-based support for anti-submarine and other 
operations nearer the coastline. 


There are plane under way to acquire Sea Harriers for the refitted aircraft- 
carrier Vikrant, three destroyers, two modified frigates, two submarines, two 
minesweepers, six landing craft and some more patrol boats. 


Two Pronged Policy 


The Pakistan Navy with a complement of 13,000 men consists of one cruiser, 

six destroyers, six submarines, five midget submarines, three patrol boats and 
12 Chinese-built torpedo boats, besides a minesweeper, some missile boats and a 
few aircraft and helicopters for anti-submarine warfare. 





It is basically intended as a hit and run navy with no pretensions at all about 
commanding the sea lanes, much less venturing out on the open seas in the event 

of a conflict. It managed to sink an Indian frigate and a few cargo vessels 
during the Bangladesh war, but lost heavily when the Indian missile boats attacked 
and sank several of its ships in Karachi port. It also lost a submarine outside 
Visakhapatnam. 


The old warships, used to be scrapped or phased out after 20 years of service, 
but the coste of replacement have gone up so high that almost all the countries, 
including the two superpowers, prefer to repair and refurbish them with the lat- 
est weapon systems about half way through their normal life. 








The Indian aireraft carrier Vikrant has been in the dockyard for the last two 
or three years undergoing extensive repaire and refitting, and it will be as 
good 4s 4 new ship equipped with the very latest vertical take-off Sea Harriers 
when it gets back into service, 


The Indian Navy has been pursuing the two-pronged policy of buying and building 
under licence the latest frigates, submarines and missile boats, while recondi- 
tioning the old ones to make them equally versatile with their new weapon systems, 


The navy has set ite heart on acquiring another aircraft-carrier to give itself 
a two=tleet capability with independent and self-contained task forces operating 
in the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. Despite ite modest size, the Indian 
navy is the only one in the entire Indian Ocean region which has the potential 
for developing in due course into afull-fledged naval force. 


The other 35 littoral countries, including Australia and New Zealand, stand no 
comparison with it. The very smallness of the Indian Navy has aleo helped ite 
personnel to develop high technical skille and establish a first rate command, 
communications and maintenance structure. 


it has the capacity to expand at a much faster rate than other comparable navies 
in the region because of the rigorous standards observed in the training of its 
personnel, the maintenance of the ships and the conduct of operations. 


The intention is to go in for a balanced development within the country's finan- 
cial limite without entertaining any illusions of matching the big powers or 
entering into an arme race with them in the Indian Ocean. 


CSO: 4220 

















INDIA 


NAVAL CHIEF HAPPY OVER MAJOR TEST EXERCISES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 May 81 p 13 


[Text] New Delhi, May 9 (PTI)--The Indian Navy ie in a fighting fit condition. 
The combat worthiness and operational efficiency of ships, submarines and naval 
aircraft were tested recently at sea in a major naval exercise lasting three dave, 
according to defence sources. 


The exercise, was held in the north Arabian Sea, the Chief of the Naval Staff, 
Admiral Pereira, and Vice-Admiral M. P. Awati, flag-officer-commanding-in-chief, 
Western Naval Command, witnessed various phases of the exercise. 


Units of the Western Naval Command, including the Leander clase frigates like 
“Dungiri,” "“Udaygiri,” “Himgiri,” missile frigate “Talwar,” tanker “Deepak,” 
minesweepers of the 19th mine-counter measure squadron, submarines "Vagir" and 
"Gageheer" and naval aircraft IL-38 superconnies, Alises, Seak nge and ship-boroe 
Alouette helicopters took part in the exercise. 


The sources said the exercise was carried out under simulated werc-time environ- 
ment in three phases, each phase corresponding to one of the rules of the Indian 
Navy in war. 


The first phase covered mine-sweeping operation, second related to the protec- 
tion of the country's offshore assets and harbours, and the third was a tactical 
exercise involving the escort of merchant ships carrying vital cargo againet the 
threat of submarines. 





The Chief of the Naval Staff expressed great satisfaction at the results achieved 
during the various tactical exercises. 


CSO: 4220 
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INDIA 


SEMINAR DISCUSSES INDIAN-PRC RELATIONS 
Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 8 May 81 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, May — seminar on “India, China and Tibet,” organized by 
the "Group of Bighty” today suggested that Indian leaders avail themselves of 
the Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr Huang Hua's visit to Delhi next month "to raise 
the whole gamut of issues, from the Sino-Indian border question, to Afghanistan, 
to Tibet and seek a friendly discussion with Mr Huang on them.” 


There was consensus at the seminar that India had a big role to play in resolv- 
ing the problems of the sub-continent and neighbouring regions, and there were 
favourable circumstances in which India could play this role to its own advan- 
tage. “There are cards in the hands of our diplomats that they play, but whether 
they will play those cards remains to be seen,” Mr Badruddin Tyabji, a former 
diplomat, said, summing up the discussions. 





Most of the speakers found "an interesting parallel" between Afghanistan and 
Tibet, and suggested that it would be good for India “to drive the advantage 
home," especially because the Soviet Union and China were now in conflict with 
each other. 


Mr Tashi Wangdi, representative of the Dalai Lama discussed how important Tibet 
had become after the Chinese had turned it into a formidable military base, pos- 
ing questions of defence and security for the different regions in Asia. He 
wanted India to “redeem its pledge” with regard to Tibet and in this connexion 
quoted Jawaharlal Nehru's assurance in Parliament on December 7, 1950: “It is 
not right fc any country to talk about its sovereignty or suzerainty over any 
area outside its own immediate range...It is a right and proper thing to say, 
and I see no difficulty in saying it to the Chinese Government, that whether you 
have suzerainty over Tibet or sovereignty over Tibet, surely, according to any 
principles you proclaim and the principles I proclaim, the voice in regard to 
Tibet should be the voice of the people of Tibet and of nobody else.” Accord- 
ing to Mr Wangdi, "China cannot be good friends with India without solving the 
Tibetan problen.” 


Mr Lobsang Zinpa and Mr Raptan Chazotsang, members of the Dalai Lama's second 
and third delegations to Tibet, sent there at the instance of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, said that during their extensive, though conducted, tours, they had 
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found Monasteries ravaged and destroved, the roads used by the Chinese only 

for military movement (in 3-1/2 months they had found only 10 civilian buses 

on the roads carrying Tibetans), acute food shortage, grain being given only 
to those who worked for the Chinese and education far worse than what it had 
been when the country had been taken over, The people they had met had all 

wanted “independence of Tibet" and they “all want to live under the rule of 

Hie Holiness the Dalai Lama.” 


Professor M. L. Sondhi, convenor of the "Group of Bight. ," wanted Indian 
foreign policy makers to respond adequately to the situation in Afghanistan end 
Tibet. He said there should be nationwide debates on foreign affaires and more 
awareness on the part of the people about what was happening around. That alone 
would compel the Government to take the right attitudes in foreign affairs. 


General Rajinder Singh Sparrow, M.P., said the “situations around India are 
developing ominously" and he found no alternative for India, which was #o stra- 
tegically placed, but to aim to be a “super Power." Mr Farukh Abdullah, M.?P., 
felt the Tibetan situation could not be settled only through a dialogue. 


Mr Tyabji said both Afghane and Tibetans were in a difficult plight because 
they had to fight a super Power. The only “fortunate thing” was that the Soviet 
Union and China were not friends any more. India should take note of this. 

"I think that India has cards to play in this situation, because China has 

aleo taken a large part of India. I think there are still ways of reaching a 
settlement with China.” 
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INDIA 


"PRIENDS OF APGHANISTAN' SOCIETY MEETS IN BOMBAY 
Organization Meeting Reported 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 May 81 » 14 


[Text] Bombay, May 3--Friends of Afghanistan held a convention here today to 
denounce the Soviet military tatervention in the neighbouring lLand-locked country, 
but spent considerable time debating the Maharashtra government's measures to 
debar the public meeting at owpatty. 


There was suspense over that jinxed meeting till noon today when the court ruled 
against the state government. The legal complications attending on the meeting 
became equally topical, if not more than the cause of Afghanistan, at che after- 
noon convention held at the Indian Merchants’ Chamber. 


Making hie observations on the meeting's legitimacy, Nr Ram Jethmalani, Bharatiya 
Janata party MP, said that the refusal of permission to hold a meeting at Chow- 
patty was “unprecedented” as the option was not exercised even by the British 
government at the zenith of its tyranny. 


Jinxed Meeting 


The meeting became jinxed from the time permission for holding it was sought some 
two weeks ago. Mr Jethmalani also attributed Sheikh Abdulla's absence in the city 
today to the uncertainty over the meeting because of legal complications. 


"I don't know the reason or all the reasons for the Sheikh's absence but the 
suspense over today's evening meeting was one of them,” he said. 


Mr Atal Behari Vajapayee, former Union external affairs minister, arrived towards 
the close of the afternoon meeting. On being pressed to speak, the unwilling 

Mr Vajapayee--he had planned only to speak at Chowpatty--said that he had come 
to the association's platform as a “friend” of the Soviet Union. “As a friend 

Il am obliged to caution the Russians for their wrong steps,” he said. 


"We want friends, not masters,” he stated, adding that the Russians must quit 
after occupying Afghanistan for 18 months. 


He said there was no justification for Russia to “interfere and intervene” in 
Afghanistan. There was much less justification for India to hold a brief for 
the Soviet Union, he pointed out. 
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"Threat to Security” 


Referring to the Prime Minister's fears of a war, he said, at least on such a! 
ing situations the opposition should be taken into consideration, “ | want to 
know where is the threat coming from and who is iseuing it," he said, 


To those who wished Mr Vajapayee to carry on with hie speech, the former min 
ter replied: “This is only the trailer. Watch the main event in the evenin 
at Chowpatty.” 


Most speakers pointed out that early invasions of India had all started from 
Afghanistan and, therefore, the presence of the Soviet Union in that country vas 
4 threat to national security. 


Mr Arun Sathe welcomed the guests. Mr A. G. Noorani, Mr Arif Beg and Mr 
Dhanmendranath also spoke. It was pointed out that the U.S. arma aid to Pakistan 
was 4 consequence of the government's Afghan policy. 


An eight=point resolution condemning the Soviet Occupation of Afghaniatan was 
adopted. 


Vajpayee Addresses Public Meeting 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 May 81 p 1 


[Text] Bombay, May 3. Mr A. B. Vajpayee, former external affairs minister, 
said here today: "We are for continuing our relations with Russia, but it should 
not be at the cost of Afghanistan. 


Mr Vajpayee was addressing a public meeting organised by the Friends of Afghanis- 
tan Association at Chowpatty to denounce the Russian action in Afghanistan. The 
meeting passed off peacefully. 


Mr Vajpayee and other speakers at the meeting strongly condemned the earlier 
attempt of the Maharashtra government at not permitting the meeting. He would 
have even defied the ban to address the meeting. But the high court, however, 
brought the state government to proper path. 


Though it was stated that such meetings might adversely affect the relations 
with Russia and Afghanistan, he felt that our relations with Russia was not so 
weak to be affected by a few speeches here. 


He cannot understand why Mre Indira Gandhi was hesitating to call an aggression 
by that name and trying to hold brief for Russia. This had hit our reputation 
among other countries. 


While he was thankful to Russia for its help, India should not hesitate to tell 
that country when it had committed a mistake. India should take the initiative 
in bringing together the nations in the region and bring pressure on Russia to 
quit Afghanistan, he added. 














Continued presence of the Russian army in that country posed a threat to India's 
independence, he added, We did not think Pakistan posed a danger to India, 


Mr Ram Jethmalani presided over the meeting. Mr Ziauddin Bukhari and Mr Arif 
Beg also apoke. Mr Arun Sathe, convenor, earlier welcomed the leaders, 
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INDIA 


JAPAN REPORTED UNLIKELY TO INCREASE AID TO NATION 
hombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 May 81 p 20 


llext] Tokyo, May 3 (PTI): Japan, which feels that India is no more a develop- 
ing but a developed country, is unlikely to make any substantial increase in its 
loan assistance for 1981-82 when the aid-India consortium meets in Paris next 
month. 


ihis was indicated by a spokesman of the Japanese government who told a visiting 
Pil correspondent here: “We hope to at least maintain the last year's level, if 
not inerease it.” Last year Japan had pledged 30 billion yen to India. 


Disbursement of Japanese assistance announced last year is yet to take place. The 


clearance is likely to be given this month except for about 10 billion yen which 
India had sought for the Oil and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC). 


The Japanese government had insisted that unless all projects finalised under the 
1979-80 assistance programme were tied up, they would not proceed with the 1980- 
81 programme. 


India has recently sent documents for all such projects to the Japanese govern- 
ment except that meant for the ONGC. It hopes that the projects under the 1980- 
8! programme would be taken up now. 


While the Japanese side complains that it found it difficult to locate "good 
projects" for assistance in India, Indian sources feel that Japan's procedures 
are most demanding and create a problem in the utilisation of such assistance. 


Since 1979-80, Japan, taking note of India's improved foreign exchange reserves, 
has switched over rather drastically from commodity to project aid. Commodity 
aid was stopped in 1979-80. 


The Japanese finance ministry points out that India was giving aid to Bhutan, 
Bangladesh and Nepal and was a donor country in the ADB, it was not really a 
developing nation. 


“Our firance ministry feels that India is a developed country," the spokesman 
said but added that at the Paris meeting Japan would announce its aid pledge 
not less than last year's. 
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"We will continue to provide assistance to India despite such difficulties," 
lew sald, pointing out that India was the first country to which Jepan provided 
overseas developmental aid since 1958, 


Asked about the prospects of an increase in the trade between India and Japan, 
the spokesman said that the Japanese government was looking forward to expand- 
ing trade with India and was encouraging a continuing dialogue between the two 
governments and businessmen, 


"But frankly speaking, there is not much sense of confidence between businessmen 
and economists of the two countries, Efforts at expanded trade must be accom- 
panted by efforts to develop mucual trust," he said. 


The spokesman saw room for import of manufactured goods from India. "We hear 
about the success story of India in the manufactured goods se 'or but we do not 
really know much," he added, 


Uther items in which he felt there was scope for Japan to import included spices, 
coffee, textile and marine products. 


Out of the 1979-80 aid pledge, India is likely to import cross bar telephone 
exchanges worth nearly 7 billion yen, railway equipment worth 1.8 billion yen 
and equipment worth 7 billion yen for the power sector. 


One of the projects that the Japanese government is considering for assistance 
is for the manufacture of encephalitis vaccine in India. 


The two countries have been involved in protracted negotiations for the project 
over a long period of time, but it now appears to have reached an advance stage. 


A Japanese study team visited India recently in connection with the vaccine 


project and, according to the Japanese government spokesman, found that "there 
is roon r setting up the project on certain conditions.” 
"We have not yet committed ourselves to the project but we are tackling in a 


positive manner," he said. 
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INDLA 


CONGRESS=U LEADER MEETS PRESS, DENIES RUMORS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 10 May 81 pp 1,5 


[Excerpt] Congress-U president Devraj URS at a morning press conference on 
Saturday categorically repudiated all rumours of any impending merger or under- 
standing with the Congress-I. The Congress-U, he declared, stood on its own 
and there was no move to join the Congress-I. "Individuals can say whatever 
they like, but they do not speak for the party," he added. 


Mr Urs was sarcastic in his reply when asked to comment on reports that his 
party leaders nad been praising Mrs Indira Gandhi. "There is place in the 
Congress-l for those who admire her," he said. 


Replying to questions on statements by Maharashtra Chief Minister A. R. Antulay 
and other State Ministers about an impending merger of the Congress-U and the 
congress-I, Mr Urs said it was wishful thinking. His own partymen, he said, 
had not spoken on the issue. 


Mr Urs vehemently denied reports that he had met Mr Rajiv Gandhi recently. "I 
have not met him at all. He was not even pilotting planes I took in my recent 
tour” Mr Urs said. He had met Mr Kajiv Gandhi only when he used to go to 

Mrs Gandhi's house to see her. "We used to casually greet each other in pass- 
ing. You cannot call that a meeting,” he added. 


Mr Urs and party general secretaries Mr Banka Behadi Das, Mr K P Unikrishnan and 
Mrs Ambika Soni were non-commital when asked if the party intended taking disci- 
plinary action against persons who had spoken in favour of Mrs Gandhi. 


Referring to the Lok Sabha motion of Mr Bhagat, Mr Urs said Mr Bhagat had claimed 
that he had discussed the issue with Mr Chavan. The issue could be taken up at 
the Parliamentary Party meeting on Sunday. It was for the CPP again to discuss 
the performance of party MPs during discussions and debates, he added. 


Mr Unnikrishnan, in reply to a direct question, however admitted that Mr Ram 
was speaking on behalf of the party in his speech on the no-confidence motion. 
The Congress-U, Mr Unnikrishnan said, had supported the no-confidence motion. 
‘If Mr Ram said anything, it was his way of developing his argument,’ he added. 


Mr Devraj Urs also expressed surprise at Mr Ram's press statement criticising 
the Friday Working Committee decision to postpone the presidential elections 

















till early November, ‘I am surprised at such a senior leader going to the 
preas, Mr Ram was a party to the decision, Whatever he had said in the CWC was 
an internal matter.’ (Mer Ram had called the postponement of the elections as an 
unprecedented and undemocratic step.) 


Mr Urs, however, clarified that the entire organisational elections had not 
been put off, Elections to the pradesh, district block Congress committees 
would be held on schedule and would be completed by 20 May, he said. Only the 
presidential elections had been put off, 


Mr Unnikrishnan said that efforts were afoot to get a consensus on the party 
president. 


The CWC authorised the president to allow the State units to put off by some 
days the organisational elections in view of municipal or other elections. In 
the case of UP, Delhi and Madhya Pradesh, where internal differences continued 
and various factions had challenged memberships, the president was authorised 
to resolve the matter. 


The party is holding a leaders' camp in Bangalore in July to thrash out the 
party's responses to various problems as also its long range political pro- 
gramme . 


Meanwhile, the Congress-U Working Committee at its Friday meeting passed a reso- 
lution condoling the death of Northern Ireland martyr Bobby Sands and expressed 
a party's solidarity with the struggle of the people of Northern Ireland. 


Soon after the CWC meeting, Mr Jagjivan Ram strongly criticised decision and 
described it as "undemocratic and unprecedented." 


Mr Ram told UNI after the two-hour meeting that despite his strong opposition, 
the committee by a majority resolved to postpone the poll. 


"Whatever be the majority, verdict should be binding on all," he said. 


Mr Jagjivan Ram is one of the contenders for the prestigious post for which the 
poll was scheduled for 20 May. 


Mr Ram said it was strange that they should have come to this conclusion when 
elections to various other levels, including that of the choice of the PCC 
presidents were being allowed as per schedule. 


He added that at no time in Congress history, the election of the party presi- 
dent has been delinked from the election to the PCCs. 


The only inference he could draw was that ‘some leaders were afraid that the 
majority of the rank and file’ in the party would back his claims, he stated. 


The meeting, presided over by party chief Devraj Urs, was attended, among 
others’ by Mr Jagjivan Ram, Mr A. K. Anthony, Mr Priya Ranjan Das Munshi, Mr 
Shrad Pawar was a special invitee. 


Mr Y. B. Chavan, a senior member of the working committee, did not attend the 
meeting as he was away from Delhi. 
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SHEIKH SUSPECTS DELHI'S INTENTIONS TOWARD KASHMIR 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 May 81 p 9 


[Text] Shrinagar, May 4.--The Kashmiri leaders, Sheikh 

Abdullah notably, have become very suspicious about Cen- 
tral intentions. The ruling National Conference's rank 

and file also seem convinced that the Centre is not go- 

ing to rest until the Sheikh's Government is dislodged. 

Mrs Gandhi and the Centre's assu ces (that nothing of 

the sort is contemplated) carries iittle conviction with 
them, 


Why did Mrs Gandhi have to refer to the sense of insecurity among the minorities 
in the State? The short answer given by the Sheikh is: "politic." He cannot 
understand why Mrs Gandhi, of all persons, should have levelled such a charge 
against his administration. 





Then comes the question of Central financial assistance to the State. The 

Sheikh claims, that Kashmir simply does not have the kind of resources which 

the Planning Commission expects it to generate internally. The state does not 
have any industry worth the name. He argues that he is trying his best to mobil- 
ize internal resources "but there simply isn't much scope left." 


The basic problem, the Sheikh's men argue, remains Mrs Gandhi's refusal to coun- 
tenance a non-Congress(I) Government in the State. In the prevailing atmosphere, 
anything approximating criticism of the State administration by Mrs Gandhi or her 
men often gets distorted. Inthe latest round of acrimony, triggered off by 

Mrs Gandhi's speeches in Jammu, the Sheikh's men perceive a challenge thrown to 
tneir leader. And they are determined to meet that challenge. 





The party rank and file is already functioning as if it were in the middle of a 
full-scale war. Party men have fanned out into the interior and questions are 
being posed. Would the Kashmiris be party to "another 1953?" (The allusion is 
to the Sheikh's dismissal in August that year.) 


The upshot of the exercise is that Kashmiris are once again beginning to feel 
politically threatened. Against this background it is not strange that while 
some people have welcomed the recent income-tax raids on several establishments 
in Srinagar, these raids should have generated sympathy for the Sheikh and his 
party. The fact is that the majority of the establishments that have been 
raided belonged to men, who have backed the Sheikh for years. This is seen as 
another act of “vindictiveness” on the part of the Centre. 
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INDIA 


BENGAL TRADE UNION LEADER SCORED CPM 'MONOPOLIST' TIES 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 6 May 81 p 4 


[Text] Calcutta, May 5: President of the West Bengal National Trade Union Con- 
gress Subrata Mukherjee said here today that the CPM in West Bengal “has tied 
itself" to the service of the monopolists and transnational corporations. It 
was for this reason that more than 100 medium-scale industrial units and more 
than 400 small units remained closed during the CPM rule in the State. As a 
result, more than one lakh workers were jobless. Taking five members per family, 
it would ‘9 ive lakh people in the State "are starving." 


Mr Mukh. ‘ee was addressing a press conference here today. Present at the con- 
ference .': Mr Kali Mukherjee, the veteran INTUC leader, Mr Lal Bahadur Singh 
and Mr Samar Chakravorty. 


Mr Mukherjee said during the CPM rule in West Bengal, there were 706 lockouts in 
industrial units. The CPM did not do anything about these lockouts. 


He recalled that during the earlier Congress regime there was an enactment by 
which a State Government could declare any lockout illegal. It was strange that 
the CPM could find no time or opportunity to implement this enactment. 


Mr Mukherjee also said that the CPM-led Government here allowed the employers in 
jute, engineering and textile industries to go without any industrial agree- 
ments for 24 months after the lapse of the earlier agreements. As a result of 
this, the employers could gain an additional amount of Rs 100 crore. 


The INTUC leaders said the CPM and the CITU were preventing the working people 
from starting any movement against the monopoly exploitation. The INTUC would 
hold a public rally of working people in Calcutta on 28 May, they informed. 
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ANALYST DESCRIBES CASTE TENSIONS IN BUJARAT 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 7, 8 May 61 
[Article by Inder Malhotra: "“Gujarat's Caste Conflict" 


[7 May 81 p 8) 


[Text] To be in Ahmedabad these daye is to be in two states at the same time, 
One is, of course, the state of Gujarat; the other a state of despair. This is 
because the continuing antagonism between the caste Hindus and che Harijans there 
is so great a to be a source of grave concern. In fact, it has to be seen to be 
be lieved. 


Contrary to the impression prevailing elsewhere and the claims made locally, the 
end of the antireservation agitation has in no way abated the caste conflict in 
Gujarat. Only the overt violence has died down or has been brought under control 
for the time being. Mutual bitterness between the two sides, however, is both 
spreading and taking deep roots. Nothing could have illustrated this more 
vividly than the recent brutal attack on Dr Murgesh Vaishnay, the leader of the 
junior doctors’ struggle against reservations in medical colleges, especially 

at the post-graduate stage. His assailants were not Harijans but his own erst- 
while supporters and followers who openly said that by agreeing to withdraw the 
antireservation agitation he had let the side down. 


Embittered 


For their part the Harijans are even more embittered than they might have been 
because they have good reason to feel that the local language press has unfairly 
made them out to be the villains of the piece even though they were at the re- 
ceiving end of violence most of the time. 


Surely this distressing situation would not have existed today if, as is generally 
made out, the caste conflict in Gujarat had been the result only, or even prin- 
cipally, of the anti-reservation agitation. The reservation issue is a highly 
complex and emotive one no doubt. But its role in the tragedy that has unfolded 
itself in Gujarat has been and continues to be limited. There are other more 
powerful reasons for a sudden accentuation of the caste tensions in that state 
and these can be understood only in proper historical perspective. 











fhe Most important of these is a drastic disturbance of the traditional balance 
of caste forces in the state as a result of Mra Gandhi's return to power at the 
Centre and the subsequent victory of the Congresa(Il) in the state assembly elec- 
tion, in Gujarat today, KHAM has become an abbreviation as well known as say, 
CPWD is in Delhi, The four letters stand for the new ruling combination of 
Kehatriyas, Harijans, Adivasis and Muslims. This means that the political power 
of the hitherto dominant caste of Patele or Pattidare has been destroyed almost 
completely though it retains ite substantial economic and social clout. 


for the first time in Gujarat's history, there is not a single Pattidar in the 
state cabinet that previously was virtually run by Patele. Lronically, the 
Harijane, too, have no representation in the cabinet today. But that is a dif- 
ferent story that has more to do with the rivalries within the ruling party 
than with the caste configuration in the state's politics. 


A major conflict, if not an upheaval, would have been inevitable in these circum- 
stances, Two factors appear to have hastened and accentuated the process. 


First, Mr Solanki's government, having deprived the Patels of political power, 
has embarked on an attempt aleo to erode their economic power base, the formid- 
able cooperatives controlled so far almost exclusively by Pattidars. Most of 
the apex committees of cooperatives would have been totally reconstituted by 
now under a new law but for the fact that it has been challenged in the Gujarat 
high court. 


Secondly, the first taste of real power has made the hitherto docile Harijans 
rather assertive which is tantamount to sprinkling salt on the wounds of those 
unable to distinguish between natural assertiveness and intolerable aggressive- 
ness. Mr Yogendra Makwana's appearance on the scene, his appointment as Union 
minister of estate for home affaires and his ill-concealed ambition to play in 
the new dispensation the role that Mr Jagjivan Ram did in old days, have also 
had their impact on the troubled situation. 


The unchallenged dominance of the Patels and the generally complacent behavior 
of the Harijans, combined with the Gandhian tradition, had mercifully kept 
Gujarat free from such outrages as Belchi or Narainpur during the last 33 years. 
But by December last the situation had changed so radically that precisely such 
a horror was perpetrated on Christmas day at a village called Jaitalpur, barely 
18 km away from Ahmedabad. 


A Harijan youth of the village, accused of theft, wae first beaten up brutally 
and then burnt alive. Almost immediately all hell broke loose. Led by Mr Yo- 
gendra Makwana's wife, Shantaben, who is herself a vocal MLA, Harijan leaders of 
all parties, including the militant Dalit, Panthers who have made an appearance 
on the Gujarat scene for the first time, descended on Jaitalpur and demanded that 
all the local Pattidars be arrested. The police resisted this demand and even- 
tually took into custody only ten people of whom five, named in the dying 
declaration of the Harijan youth, have since been denied bail. 
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Misinformation 


Tension, however, mounted fast, especially because during the motorcade to 

Jatalpur, led by Mre Ma! wana, a Harijan in one of the jeeps hurled a stick on 

4 Pattidar driving a tractor, This led to a fatal road accident. The upshot 

of the whole traffic affair was rather curious, Inetead of there being sym- 

— for the Harijan there was much resentment againet them, especially in 
edabad. 


Againat this backdrop it is only fair to conclude that the antireservation 
agitation, which began 11 days after the Jaitalpur burning, did not touch off 
the caste conflict but was itself an outcome of the growing caste antagoniam. 
Moreover, it is rather etrange that the agitation should have lasted more than 
three months although all the demands of the agitating doctors, except that for 
a total abolition of reservations, had been conceded within the first few days. 


A close look at the course of the agitation and the claims and counter~claims 
made during it also reveals that even on the issue of distortions and aberrations 
in the implementation of the reservation policy much misinformation was spread, 
wittingly or unwittingly. That only added to the sentiment againet the Harijans. 


Far more vicious was the campaign to malign the Harijans, on the basis of rumours, 
half-truths, innuendo and downright fabrication. During the days that the city 
was caught in the grip of violence, it is not that the Harijans did nothing wrong. 
They surely did. But, by and large, they were the target of attacks rather than 
the attackers. And yet they were depicted as the aggressive party. 


The pattern of wholly false rumours, fostered so sedulously that they circulate 
till today, was revea’‘ng. The Harijane were accused of attacking successively 

a Jain mandir, the office of the Khoja association, the Guru Nanak Bhavan and 

St. Xavier's Ladies’ Hostel. None of these incidents ever took place. Nor did 
the alleged attack on a marriage feast at Khambatwala Hall which is supposed to 
have “put into shade even the Rabindra Sarovar outrage in Calcutta a decade ago.” 


No wonder, in such an inflamed atmosphere, trouble quickly spread from Ahmedabad 
to villages where, as at Detroj, their homes could be burnt down in a jiffy. 
Social boycott or Harijans in some villages persists even today. 


Rivalries 


It is possible, indeed probable, that the caste conflict in Gujarat could have 
been prevented from assuming the ugly proportions it did were it not for multi- 
ple rivalries within the Congress (I) and the diverse, often conflicting pres- 
sures on the state chief minister. 


From the other side of the political fence, the BJP made things difficult by 
fanning the anti-Harijan eentiment. Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee reportedly remon- 





strated with local leaders and advised them not to alienate the Harijans completely. 


But he was curtly told that since the Harijans were “lost” to Mrs Gandhi anyhow, 
the BJP should try to win over the caste Hindus at least, rather than allow 
them to rally round the Lok Dal leader, Mr Chimanbhai Patel of the Navnirman 
notoriety. 
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The pollee and ite leadership also showed signs of strain and there came a stage 
when clashes between the caste Hindus and the Harijans ceased and the public 
versus the police battles began, 


In this connection tt is significant that the clashes between the caste Hindus 
and the police were far more widespread than those between the Harijans and 

the police force, There were 176 cases of stonethrowing on the police by the 
Harijane and 1,263 by the caste Hindus. The police found it necessary to open 
fire on the Harijans 14 times, and on the caste Hindus 125 times. For “substan- 
tive offences" 335 Harijans and 2,003 caste Hindus have been arrested, 


Perhaps the most telling indicator of the situation in Ahmedabad is that the 

Magsaysay award-winner, Mre Illa Bhatt, was the only caste Hindu leader of sta- 
ture to have spoken out in favour of the Harijane as well as the reservations. 
Her house was immediately and repeatedly stoned. For the last two months she 
has had to take shelter in her parents’ home in a different part of the city. 


More chilling than this is the comment of some respectable citizens of Ahmedabad 
that she deserved no better. 





[8 May 81 p 8) 


[Text] Evidently, the caste polarisation in Gujarat cannot be allowed to re- 
main at ite present fevered pitch without risking a major upheaval in the state's 
body politic. But the trouble is that on both sides of the dividing line, even 
those aware of the danger ahead seem unwilling or unable to do anything about 

it. 


On the contrary, 4a lot is “being said and done to exacerbate feelings. For in- 
stance, a federation of students, bank employees, traders, doctors, lawyers 

and others, cutting across party lines, has been formed to “renew” the struggle 
against reservations and to “carry it through this time.” It is also noteworthy 
that the associations and unions of the Gujarat police, the quarter million state 
government and panchayat employees and the Central officials and workers posted 
to that state have all passed resolutions demanding that the reservations be 
scrapped completely. 


This may be no more than a tactical move. By pitching their demand too high, 
the babus and bureaucrats may be hoping only to get rid of the roster system 
under which officials belonging to the scheduled castes and the scheduled tribes 
can be given accelerated promotions. A commission, headed by Mr Samdhani, a 
retired chief secretary, is, in fact, looking into this very problem which has 
undoubtedly caused a lot of heartburning in the bureaucracy at all levels. But 
the extreme stand taken by those who are supposed to implement the reservation 
policy, to which not only the government but also the entire Parliament is com- 
mitted, does create grave misgivings among Harijans and Adivasis. 


Overblown Rhetoric 


By comparison the advocates of reservations continue to be disorganised and 
somewhat weak. But the lack in unity and strength they are trying to make up 
by overblown rhetoric which is often self-defeating. Tie Dalit Panthers are 
not the only ones to provoke many caste Hindus by their militancy. 
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There is an equally strong feeling agaist the utterances of a senior and respected 
Congress (1) leader, Mr Jinabhai Darji., We is not a Harijan but belongs to the 
backward caste of tailors which should explain his surname, But on the issue of 
justice to the socially deprived, he is uncompromising to the point of being 
unrestrained, We has been proclaiming from the housetops, for instance, 

that the centuries-old injustice in Hindu society would be undone only when 
high=caste women in large numbers start working as maidservantes in Warijan and 
Adivasi homes, 


in such an inflamed atmosphere how can one hope for an amicable settlement of 
the ticklish issue of the roster system when a consensus on it would have been 
difficult even at the best of times? Unfortunately, matters have been made a lot 
worse by two parallel but conflicting developments, 


In the first place, those opposed to reservations have succeeded in spreading so 
much misinformation on the subject as to cloud the issue, mislead the gullible 
and infuriate the Harijans. For inatance, the impression that brilliant caste 
Hindu students are being turned back by medical colleges by the dozens while 
mediocre Harijane and Adivasis can have their pick of post-graduate medical 
courses is a grotesque distortion of reality. 


In the B.J, Medical College of Ahmedabad that became the epicentre of trouble, 
there are 56 post-graduate seats. Of these, only three are reserved for Harijans 
and another six for Adivasis. During the last six years since reservations at 
the post-graduate stage were introduced, the reserved seats have never been 
fully utilised despite the now discarded carry-over and inter-chanjzeability sys- 
tems introduced by the Janata ministry, headed by Mr Babubhai Pate., in 1978. 


Because of the roster system, it does happen that a solitary seat in, say, the 
pathology department may be reserved for Harijane or Adivasis one year and thus 
out of the reach of general students. But then the next year it is bound to be 
reserved for general students and unavailable to Harijans irrespective of their 
marks. And it needs to be added that, contrary to the general impression, 
Harijan students do sometimes get higher marks than their caste Hindu counter- 
parts. 


Furthermore, while there are strident o)jections to reservations for Hari jans 
and Garijans, there has not been even a whisper of protest against the reserva- 
tion of seats in medical colleges for the children of “donors,” irrespective of 
their academic performance. 


Insidious Canard 


Perhaps the most insidious canard successfully spread in Gujarat is that reser- 
vations at the post-graduate stage in medical colleges were introduced by the 
then governor, Mr K. K. Biswanathan, to facilitate the admission of his own son, 
Mr K. K. Venuraj. The truth of the matter is that the young man joined the post- 
graduate course in 1973, while the reservation principle was extended to the 
post-graduate level two years later. Another small point is that Mr Viswanathan 
is neither a Harijan nor a Girijan. |as published) 














In any case the reservation issue affects only a emall proportion of the Hari- 
janes, while the caste Hindu resentment is directed against all of them, 


The second development that has muddied the waters further ia the addition of 

62 castes to the list of backward classes, This was done in accordance with 

the recommendations of a commission headed by Mr Justice Buxi, and the 82 castes 
have been collectively nicknamed the “Buxi panch.” Another commission, presided 
over by Mr Justice Rane, is now busy examining the claime of several other castes 
to be recognised as backward, All this has fed the fear of the anti-reserva- 
tioniste that reservations may be increased from 25 per cent at present (seven 
per cent for the scheduled castes, 13 per cent for the scheduled tribes and five 
per cent for other backward classes) to 45 per cent, the maximum permissible 
under a Gujarat high court judgment. 











However, thie dark picture is not without the proverbial silver lining. For one 
thing, the Congrese(l) in Gujarat has been shocked into recognising the dangers 
ahead, New Delhi's plain-epeaking aleo has had some effect on the ruling party's 
aquabbling leaders. 





On the other hand, even behind the emokescreen of angry rhetoric, Harijan leaders 

have realised that by carrying things too far they might invite disaster on the 

Harijan population scattered most vulnerably in tiny pockets across thousands of 
villages. This is the foundation of which men of goodwill anxious to restore 

sanity and harmony in Gujarat will have to build brick by brick. 
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VENKATARAMAN SPEAKS IN DEBATE ON 1980-81 BUDGET 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 May 81 p 13 


[Text] New Delhi, May 7 (UNI). The finance minister, Mr R. Venkataraman, to- 
day indicated his preference for market borrowing for raising resources to a 
heavy dose of taxation. 


Replying to the debate onthe finance bill giving effect to the 1980-81 budget 
proposals in the Rajya Sabha, Mr Venkataraman said the government had resorted 
to the mobilisation of resources through borrowing, as he wanted to avoid “savage 
taxation.” 


The house later returned the finance bill, 1981, as passed by the Lok Sabha, 
without any modification. 


He said the sale of special bearer bonds, issued to mop up black money, had 
yielded Re 374 crores, according to the final figures. 


The minister admitted that the court case had hampered the sale of the bonds. 
The sale proceeds of the bonds would have crossed Rs 1,000 crores, had their 
issue not been challenged in the court, he said. 





Asked what would happen if the court invalidated the bonds scheme, the minister 
said the government would pay the money immediately if the individuals so wanted. 
"In case they wanted it after ten years, we will pay then,” he added. 


In his reply lasting more than one hour, the minister dealt with various points 
made by members including the state of the economy and taxation. 


The minister listed various signs of the recovery of the economy and said it 
was now poised for a “moderate rate” of growth of five per cent as envisaged 
in the plan. 


Mr Venkataraman hoped the price level would remain at a “moderate level of 
increase” if international oil prices remained stable. 


He said oil prices might not go up further in the current financial year, because 
of the declining demand and more availability. The “whip hand" of oil-producing 
countries was somewhat loosening, he added. 
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Mr Venkataraman said the rate of inflation had been moderated during 1980-81 
and he hoped the declining trend of inflation witnessed during the last finan- 
cial year would continue in the current year, 


The minister said the government had referred to the Jha commission on economic 
administration the re-codification of income-tax lLawa, 


Mr Venkataraman also informed the house that the proposed income~-tax appellate 
tribunal would start functioning very soon, The government had decided to 
appoint a retired or sitting high court judge ae ite chairman, 


The minister defended the import duty on newsprint and said, "it does not deserve 
any apecial treatment." 


He did not favour the introduction of an expenditure tax as suggested by some 
members as experience had shown that thie tax did not yield much revenue. 
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NORTH LNDLAN MUSLIM LEAGUE FORMS NEW PARTY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 May 81 p 13 


[Text] Agra, May 9: The north Indian group of the Indian Union Muslim 
League (TUML) has "revolted" against the party leadership and formed a separate 
independent party known as the Indian Muslim League (IML). 


Mr Shujatullah Khan, former chairman of the parliamentary board of the IUML, has 
assumed chairmanship of the newly constituted unit. 


Addressing a press conference here yesterday, Mr Khan said that the split had 
been the result of deep-rooted differences. The party leaders wanted the League 
to extend full support to the ruling Congress(I). They refused to raise their 
voice of dissent even on such vital questions as the police firing on farmers in 
Andhra Pradesh or on a congregation engaged in Id prayers at Moradabad. The 
party legislators did not register their protest on many other questions involv- 
ing basic interests of the minority communities. 


Fissures in the party fold were noticed before the last parliamentary elections, 
when the party leadership in the southern states, decided to support the Congress 
(Ll) and the CPM, whereas in the northern states, the League refused to have any 
truck with Mrs Indira Gandhi's party. Since then, there had been heated discus- 
sions within the party during which Mr Sulaiman Sait was criticised for his pro- 
Congress(I) posture. 


Although the LUML had come into existence nearly ten years ago, a constitution 
had not yet been adopted. Party elections had not be held for the past eight 
years, he said. [as published) 


Mr Khan announced that the IML would shortly hold party elections in the states 
of U.P., Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi, where ad hoc party units 
had already been constituted. 


In Bihar, the establishment of a party unit was under consideration. In the 
southern states, his party would work for the establishment of a strong base. 


His party would also hold a conference of Muslim jurists and “ulemas" at New 
Delhi shortly to discuss possible areas of reforms in the Muslim personal law in 
the light of the Holy Quran and other tenets of Shariat. 
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"Certain practices under the Muslim personal law have become obsolete and 
these must be changed to meet the challenges of the present times," he said. 


Hin party, he said, would not field candidates for the forthcoming by-elections 


for parliament and state assemblies, But the IML would support opposition 
efforts to field common candidates against the Congresa(I). 
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"PATRLOT' INTERVIEWS NAXALITE LEADER PATNAIK 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 May 81 pp 1,7 


[Interview with Nagabhushanam Patnaik, Naxalite leader, by the PATRIOT on 
10 May 1981; place not given) 


[Text] The politics of annihilation is not a pragmatic political philosophy, 
said ailing Naxalite leader Nagabhushanam Patnaik on Sunday in an interview with 
this reporter, 


Mr Patnaik, a free man after 11 long years in detention, concedes: "We did commit 
an error by implementing this erroneous line." 


The ailing leader also does not see cause for consternation in the so-called 
repeated splits in the left movement. In fact, he sees hope in the recent 
phenomenon of major revolutionary groups assiduously hunting for grounds they 
can rally themselves together on. 


Mr Patnaik hopes that other political sufferers, like him, too will be released 
by the Government. 


Question: Are you in favour of politics of annihilation? 


Answer: We are against annihilation of class enemies. There are only a negli- 
gible number of revolutionary groups that still believe in this philosophy. But 
the major groups have understood the futility of such politics. We did commit 
an error by implementing the erroneous line. Annihilation can never be a politi- 
cal campaign or line of any political organisation much less a Marxist-Leninist 
organisation. 


In the course of the development of the agrarian revolution, there may be sparse 
instances where people are roused against some atrocious landlord. There can be 
appropriate punishment awarded by the people but such practices cannot form part 
of a general political campaign. By practising this kind of politics, we give a 
handle to the enemy to come down heavily on people with the worst kind of white 
terrorism. 


Splinter groups have to learn the lesson and it will be through discussion they 
will have to be brought round the corner. 
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Left Unity 
Question: Sometime back you had given a call for left unity? 


Answer: Call of left unity, if it ie not well defined, may lead us like the six 
blind men who are to describe an elephant. When I gave the call for unity, I 
gave it for revolutionary forces, groups and individuals and when I spoke of 
united front in masse struggles it was to get together against a common enemy. 


Today fasciem rules the roost. There is a great need for antifascist forces to 
get together and fight the common enemy. 


Question: But it is being observed that leftist parties are sometimes splitting 
and drifting away from each other? 


Answer: The phenomenon of splitting under the Marxist-Leninist dialectics is 
not exasperating. We are not disheartened by the so-called splits. It is in 
the general stride of the development of struggle and development of revolution. 


In the great Lenin-Bolshevik party there was a time when there were seven groups 
but the effort and endeavour should be to unite the revolutionary forces. 


I see a basis for the principle of unity of all revolutionary forces. There is 
not much ideological difference between major groups as I see... Its only the 
tactical questions which have been worked up to such a high pitch and hence stand 
as barricades to unity. | 


There is a very happy trend today that all major revolutionary groups are able 
to see eye to eye and together are in search of grounds on which they can rally 
themselves together. This figures well for the Indian revolution. 


Politics 


Question: You had mentioned that you planned to enter the mainstream of national 
politics. How do you plan to do so? 


Answer: Before anything else, I plan to build up my health to my normal self. 
As I have said before, politics is our life blood. 


When I say that I would be in the mainstream of country's national life with 
politics I believe in, I mean I would be with my people--involved in their 
issues and carrying on anti-feudal struggles. I visualise it as the practical 
first step I have to take. The first mission is to strive for left unity of 
the revolutionary forces, groups and individuals. 


Question: What are your views on parliamentary politics? 


Answer: We are of the view that the parliamentary path is a negation of the new 
democratic revolution we believe in. We had given the ‘boycott election’ slogan 
earlier while we were in the united party as a general political line of ours 
which we corrected later and treated the slogan as a tactical line. 
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Participation in elections here and there, now and then to further the immediate 
cause is one thing and believing in the parliamentary path is another. 


Question: Which was the first case instituted against you by the Government and 
in how many cases were you allegedly involved? 


Answer: After we formed our movement, the ruling classes were in tantrums and 
in their attempt at the usual suppression, they did nab me as long back as 
June 1969 and involved me in a case that came to be known Nagavani Pelem case 
with murder charges. I was sentenced to death since, despite being a lawyer, 
I did not defend myself as a disciplined soldier of the organisation. I did 
not beg for my life from the State, 


There were at least eight cases instituted against me by the Government of which 
quite a few were those of murder. One murder case is still pending. 


Question: How did you lose your health? 


Answer: Repeated hunger-strikes during my imprisonment which was torturous 
did tell upon my gastric system resulting in two surgical interventions in the 
abdomen. Major portion of my stomach had to be removed. The imprisonment may 
have broken my health but not my spirit. 


1 came to the AIIMS to be treated for fever I had been continuously running 
since last five months. For the first time on 1 May, the temperature came 
under control. 


I am a bundle of bones in a sack of skin with no flesh on my body. 
Question: How do you view your new-found freedom? 


Answer: I take it in my stride. Nothing euphoric about it. I was surprised 
since I never had expected this from the law courts. 


Release or no release, I hail the valiant efforts put up by the democratic 
forces of the country in attempting to set political prisoners free including 
myself. 


This spirit has to be kept up for the benefit of many other prisoner comrades 
confined in different jails in the country. 


Question: When the Government started a crackdown on your party, many of your 
comrades dropped out of the movement. How do you feel towards chem since you 
stuck to the cause through thick and thin? 


Answer: In every movement every one will not reach the destination and drop- 
outs are bound to be there. We are not antagonistic to these dropouts, since 

we consider them to be political sufferers as well. Its just that these people 
could not contribute to the cause to that extent. The Government should release 
such people first. 
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INDIA 


FINANCE MINISTER SCORES PUBLIC SECTOR PERFORMANCE 
Madras THE H NDU in English 12 May 81 p l 


[Text] Mr R. Venkataraman, Union Finance Minister, today said "the managements 
of public sector enterprises, whose capacity utilisation has been woefully unsat- 
isfactory, owe the nation an explanation for their poor performance. It is un- 
acceptable that some units should work at high levels of efficiency while others 
languish." 


The Finance Minister was inaugurating a two-day seminar organised by the Centre 
for Public Sector Enterprises in collaboration with the Bureau of Public Enter- 
prises in collaboration withthe Bureau of Public Enterprises (BPE) and the | 
Standing Conference of Public Enterprises. | 


Expressing concern over the deterioration in labour-management relationship and 
professional morale in the public sector, Mr Venkataraman said: "At present 
labour as well as managers have no sense of belonging to the unit and adopt an 
attitude of confrontation with each other. The champions of the public sector 
should realise that unless productivity and profitability improve, it will be 
difficult to face parliamentary and public criticism of the public sector." 


The Minister said a big improvement in the performance of the public sector had 
now assumed greater urgency, because of the huge expansion of some of the public 
sector activities in the core sector, envisaged during the Sixth Plan. 


"The Government placed great faith in the public sector. It has progressed in 
several directions, but has not yet delivered results commensurate with the mas- 
sive investments which have gone into it at great public sacrifice. If the 
public sector enterprises are to deliver the results expected of them, they 

will require the unstinted support from all concerned--Parliament, Government, 
labour and management." 


Managements Accountable 


Stressing that the public sector managements should be held accountable for 
achieving the tasks allotted to them, the Finence Minister also took note of 
some of the constraints. To some extent, unsatisfactory power availability and 
transport bottlenecks and also the disruption caused by the Assam situation, 
might have contributed to the loss of output in some public sector enterprises. 
"But were these the only reasons for their poor performance?," he asked. 
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"| am sure there were other factors within the control of Government, manage~ 
ment and labour which caused the shortfalls in performance," he said, 


We called upon the employees of the public sector “to appreciate the national 
purpose of their employment and the public trust reposed in them, They should 
develop productivity-consciousness and eschew demands for higher remuneration 
not matched by increased productivity.” 


Expressing distress over the poor capacity utilisation in many public sector 
unite, the Finance Minister said thie was one of the reasons for their declining 
profitability. In 1979-80, capacity utilisation in steel was only 66 per cent, 
in fertilizers 52 per cent, gine 59 per cent and copper 53 per cent. He, how- 
ever acknowledged the encouraging performance in respect of coal, and the 100 
per cent capacity utiliatione [as published) of the Brahat Heavy Electricals 
and 85 per cent by the Hindustan Machine Tools. 


Plan of Action 


Mr Venkataraman said that in order to identify clearly the goals of corporate 
management, the BPE had requested all public enterprises to prepare a plan of 
action for 1981-82 and 1982-83 indicating their physical and financial targets. 
Once these plane were made available, the BPE would consolidate them for monitor- 
ing the projected achievements of the enterprises. 





Though Mr Venkataraman expressed hie distress over the poor performance and the 
declining profitability of a number of public sector enterprises which perpetu- 
ated their continuing dependence on budgetary support, he acknowledged that the 
public sector was not guided by profit motive and that its performance should not 
be judged only on the basis of profitability. 


A deliberate policy decision had been taken to peg prices in public enterprises 
below cost. To that extent, the losses of the public sector might be explained. 
But losses in excess of the allowable limit called for managerial accountability. 


Minimum Standards 


"It is for this reason that in drawing up performance evaluation criteria for 
public enterprises, the BPE has evolved a set of “required rate of return for 
various public sector enterprises. I hope the public sector managers will be 
able to achieve these minimum standards of performance expected of them,” he 
said. 


Mr Venkataraman said in the public sector, the return on investment measured in 
terms of gross profit before tax as a percentage of the capital employed, rose 
from 4.2 per cent in 1969-70 to 7.6 per cent in 1979-80. But considering the 
return after payment of tax, which is the corresponding yardstick of performance 
in the private sector, the rate of profit was negative in the last two years in 
the public sector. 


PTI reports: A separate Department of Public Undertakings was suggested by 
Mr D. N. Tiwari, president of the centre, and former Chairman of the 
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Parliamentary Committee on Public Undertakings, The proposed department should 
be directly under the Prime Miniser, he said, 


He also suggested the formation of a committee of MPs, headed by the Speaker, 
to lay down norms and guidelines to ensure accountability without eroding the 
autonomy of public enterprises. 


Mr Chintamani Panigrahi, MP and covener of the seminar, emphasised the need for 
4 positive and vigorous public relations policy for the State unite. 
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MNF LEADER LALDENGA REPORTS ON PROGRESS OF TALKS 
hombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 May 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, May 10 (UNI). The discussions on the 26-point political 
demands submitted by the Mizo National Front (MNF) for arriving at 4 permanent 
solution to the Mizo problem are likely to be completed in the next two weeks 
the MNF leader, Mr Laldenga, said today. 


Mr Laldenga told UNI that the first round of discussions with the Union govern- 
ment on these demands had been completed and that the final round was likely to 
commence some time next week. 


Mr Laldenga has had four rounds of meetings with the Union home minister, Mr 
Zail Singh, in this connection. 


He said that some sort of a broad agreement and understanding of each other's 
viewpoint had emerged out of these discussions. 


Mr Laldenga expressed confidence that the day was not far off when a permanent 
solution to the Mizo problem would be found within the parameters of the consti- 
tution. 


Mr Laldenga was assisted in the talks by two of his underground “cabinet collea- 
gues,"’ who have been camping here since the demands were presented to the Prime 
Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, early last month. 


The home secretary, Mr S. M. H. Burney, and other officials assisted Mr Zail 
Singh. Mr Yashpal Kapoor was also present at the meetings. 


The likelihood of the Laldenga-led three-member MNF delegation entrusted by the 
underground movement with the task of holding discussions with the Union govern- 
ment returning to the MNF headquarters is not ruled out. 


The delegation, in any case, would like to return to their headquarters to 
apprise the rank and file of the MNF about the outcome of the discussions on 
their demands. 


About the MNF's demand for the merger of Mizo-speaking areas of states adjoin- 
ing the Union territory of Mizoram, Mr Laldenga said that this would be the most 
opportune moment to settle this issue once and for all. 
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Mr Laldenga pointed out that in Manipur the Meitis considered themselves a 
superior race and looked down on the Migos, 


In such 4 situation, how could 4 large population of Mizos in Manipur live in 
peace and harmony, he asked, 


He said that this was not merely 4 political problem, It was also 4a human and 
social problem, The Misos, Living in Manipur bordering Mizoram had been sub- 
jected to a lot of indignities for over a century, he added, 
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INDLA 


WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER TALKS TO NEWSMEN 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 10 May 61 p 4 


[Text] Trivandrum, May 9 (PTI)--Weet Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu said today 
that Pakistan backed by "US imperlialiem” posed a real threat to our country. 


"Pakistan by iteelf is no danger. But US imperialiem ie behind it and India 
should take note of it,” he said at a "Meet the Media Programme” of the Press 


Club here. 


Mr Basu was happy that the Government was aware of it. Military strength should 
be there, but that alone was not sufficient. Democracy had to be strengthened 


further which, however, wae not the case at present, he regretted. 


Mr Basu expressed himeelf against creation of any “war psychosis” in the country. 
Asked if it would not help people rally round, he countered "Why did we then 


run away during the Chinese Attack?” 


The Chief Minister devoted considerable part of the time to explain his present 
fission which would take him to different States. Though he did not see any 


imminent danger of his Government being toppled, he felt such a possibility was 
certainly on the cards. The Cong-I was an ‘undemocratic party” and he didn't 


want the people to be taken by surprise as happened in the case of imposition 
of emergency. 


The Chief Minister refuted the charge that his Government was attempting at 
indoctrination through the educational system. It was his Government which intro- 
duced Tagore's “Sahaj Path" in the primary classes, but later found it was too 
tough for the tower standards, he said. 


Mr Basu also criticised the Election Commission's action in postponing the by- 
elections as demanded by Cong-I legislators. 


Before emplaning for Bombay just afternoon, Mr Basu spoke on the topic ‘West 
Bengal experience’ at a function organised by the Indian School of Social Science. 


Centre Desperate 


West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu has said the public utterances of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi dissociating from the toppling non-Cong-I governments, 
moves should not be taken at their face value. 
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Addressing 4 public meeting here last evening Mr Basu said for the last 17 
months, ever since the Cong-!I returned to power at the Centre, ite leaders like 
Mr C M Stephen and others, had been calling for Presidential rule in States 
ruled by the non-Congrese=I Governments, Mre Gandhi, on her part had not 

even once reprimanded these leaders “flying wide to discredit such Government ," 
he added, 


Mr Basi said the Cong=-1 was creating trouble in the non-Cong<I States to oust 
the Governments there, because ite Government at the Centre had not been able 
to fulfil ie election pledges. [as published] 


Mr Basu said the Cong-1 Government at the Centre had become desperate for ite 
failure to redeem ite election pledges to solve economic, political and other 
probleme facing the country. 


He alleged that most of the activists of the Cong-I in West Bengal were gangster 
and anti-social elements trained in all sorte of anti-people activities. 


They have been let loose to create a situation that would attract a Central 
intervention under Article 356 of the Constitution, he added. 


Mr Basu said during the opposition sponsored Bengal Bandh on 3 May, they killed 
as many as 23 innocent persons, five of them women. 
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INDLA 


CONGRESS=U REPORTED PLANNING JULY MEETING 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 May 81 p 7 


[Text] Cochin, May 11 (PTI): A party leaders’ camp of two or three days’ dura- 
tion will be held in Bangalore in July to discuss and decide om the Congress-U's 
new political line. 


Mr A. K. Antony, Kerala PCC-U president, who returned here today after attending 
the party's working committee meeting at Delhi during the week-end, told PTI that 
the over-all political situation obtaining in the country would be taken into 
consideration while giving final shape to the political line of the party. He 
did not elaborate further. 


Mr Antony said there was no change in the venue of the AICC(U) session which 
would be held in November at Aurangabad. The election of the party president 
would be held a month earlier. He said the election to this post was postponed 
because of by-elections to the Lok Sabha and assemblies in five or six states 
next month. In all other states, including Kerala, organisational elections 
were going on as scheduled. In Kerala, these elections would be completed by 
May. 


Mr Antony said there was bound to be contests for some posts in the party. 
"There cannot be any wonder in it. This is how a democratic organisation func- 
tions.” 


He said attempts were being made by some people to create "confusion" among 


party workers. He asked the workers to be vigilant and remain firm within the 
party fold. 
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INDIA 


CPL LEADER RAO COMMENTS ON BIHARSHARIF INCIDENTS 
Judicial Inquiry Opposed 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 May 81 p 5 


[Excerpt] Bhubaneswar, May 11 (PTI)--The communist party of India is opposed 
to holding an “immediate” judicial inquiry into the Biharsharif disturbances as 
it felt that this would stall avtion against a section of the police and admin- 
istration which “colluded with communal forces,” CPI general secretary, Mr C. 
Rajeshwar Rao, said today. 


Mr Rao told a press conference here that the demand for an immediate inquiry 
made by the Bharatiya Janata party president, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, was 
meant to cover up “the mischief of the RSS," which, he alleged, was responsible 
for the riots and to prevent action being taken against the culprits. 


Mr Rao said the judicial inquiry into the Jamshedpur riots two years ago, was 
yet to be completed, pending the inquiry, no action had been taken against mis- 
chief makers in Jamshedpur, he added. 
Mr Rao, answering questions, said: the CPI did not believe in banning the RSS. 
They should be fought politically, exposed wherever they caused mischief and 
administrative action should be taken against them. 
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MUSLIM LEAGUE DEMANDS RESERVATIONS FOR MUSLIMS 


Madras THE HINDU in English 11 May 81 p 10 
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INDIA 


SLOW PACE OF REPATRIATION FROM SRI LANKA REPORTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 10 May 81 p 13 


[Text] Madras, May 9. The completion of repatriation of persons of Indian 
origin from Sri Lanka to India may take another 10 years or so due to the slow 
progress in achieving the target set under the 1974 accord. 


This is stated in a policy note on rehabilitation of Indians overseas presented 
to the Tamil Nadu Assembly today. 


Under the agreement reached between the two Prime Ministers, Mrs Indira Gandhi 

and Mrs Sirimavo Bandaranaike in 1974, it was agreed that the pace of repatria- 
tion would be progressively increased by 10 per cent each year over the figure 

of 35,000 persons contemplated in the Shastri-Sirimavo accord of 1964. 


The terminal year for the completion of the repatriation under the agreement 
between Mrs Gandhi and Mrs Bandaranaike is 1981. 


A total of six lakh persons accounted for in the two agreements, are to be 
repatriated to India from Sri Lanka. 


Taking into consideration their natural increase, the final number may be 7.5 
lakhs. 


Up to February end this year, 86,805 families consisting of 3,52,748 persons 
have been repatriated. 


On February 28 this year, out of 86,805 families which came to India, 59,979 
families have been rehabilitated in Tamil Nadu alone. 


During 1981-82 it is proposed to provide employment to 2000 repatriate families 
under the Khadi Commission scheme in the following industries: village oil, 
toilet soap, match, dyeing and printing and polyvastra. 


Four polyester khadi textile units are proposed to be stated for employment 
of 240 repatriate families at the rate of two members from each family. [as 
pub lished] 


Employment would be provided to 75 families at the rate of two from each family 
in polyester khadi textile centre under a Gandhigram Trust scheme. 
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INDIA 


BIHAR REPORTEDLY ATTEMPTS TO SUPPRESS RIOT NEWS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 May 81 p 9 


[Text] Patna, May 9. The leader of the opposition, Mr Karpoori Thakur, and 
even several members of the ruling Congress(I), have strongly condemned the 
reported move of the state government to seize the copies of THE TIMES OF INDIA 
at the airport here a few days ago. 


Mr Thakur said today that the move showed that the Mishra ministry was losing 
its grip on problems facing the state. Instead of taking effective measures 
to deal with the Biharsharif riots, the government had attempted to curb the 
freedom of the press. 





Several Congress(1) members, who belong to the dissidents’ camp, said that THE 
TIMES OF INDIA reports had focussed the attention of the people on the failure 
of the administrative machinery to deal with the riots which had claimed 47 
lives, according to official sources, but unofficially the number was higher. 


Mr Mritunjay Prasad, former MP, said attempts to gag the press would not en- 
hance the reputation of the ruling party. In a state like Bihar, where the 

law and order machinery seldom functioned effectively, the press had a great 
role to play. But for the newspapers, the Bhagalpur blinding cases would never 
have come to light, he pointed out. 


Again, the newspapers had brought to light the serious situation in Biharsharif, 
while the government apparently wanted to suppress information relating to the 
riots. 


Mr Prasad said the fact that the chief minister had not visited Biharsharif 
until the Prime Minister made an airdash to the affected town, was another 
instance of the fact that the state government was not bothered about the prob- 
lems of the people. 


"Unfortunately, well-meaning Sarvodaya workers and others who want to visit 
Biharsharif to heal the wounds are not being allowed to do so on one pretext or 
the other,” he added. 
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NEW TWO-TIER MINISTRY INSTALLED IN MEGHALAYA 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 May 81 p 4 


[Text] Shillong, May 8 (UNI). A 16=-member, two-tier Meghalaya ministry, headed 
by Captain Williamson Sangma, was inducted in office today, replacing Mr B. B. 
Lyngdoh which bowed out yesterday by a unique arrangement of sharing the leader- 
ship in a single term of the legislature. 


Capt Sangma, his 13 Cabinet colleagues and two Ministers of State were sworn-in 
as the new Council of Ministers at a Raj Shawan ceremony by Governor L. P. 
Singh this afternoon. 


Capt Sangma's Ministry comprises all but one member of the outgoing Council of 
Ministers, Mr Printington Sangma, who was a Minister of State in Mr Lyngdoh's 
Ministry has been appointed deputy chairman of the State Planning Board which 
will now be headed by Capt Sangma who has taken over as the board's chairman from 
Sangma. The only new entrant to the Sangma Ministry is Mr Upstar Kharbuli who 
has been given a Cabinet rank. Earlier during the day, Capt Sangma submitted the 
list of his Council of Ministers to the Governor. 


Mr S. D. Hongwir was sworn-in as Deputy Chief Minister. He held the same post 
in the outgoing Ministry. 


The following is the full list of Ministers: 


1. Captain Williamson Sangma (Chief Minister), 2. Mr S. D. Khongwir (Deputy 
Chief Minister), 3. Mr Maham Singh, 4. Mr Humphery Hadem, 5. Mr Salseng Mara, 
6. Dr Berister Pakem, 7. Mr Peter Garnet Marbaniang, 8. Mr Fuller Lyngdosh 
Mawanai, 9. Mr D. D. Lapang, 10. Mr M. Reidson Momin, 11. Mr Lawphnew, 

12. Mr Gosswell Mylliemng, 13. Mr Albinstone Sangma, 14. Mr Upstarkharbuli. 


Ministers of State: 15. Mr H. Dan, 16. Mr G. B. Momin. 


The Lyngdoh Ministry was sworn-in on 7 May, 1979 after four political parties-- 
The Lyngdoh Faction of PAHLC, the Congress-I the HSPDP and the Jaintia National 
Union--signed a solemn agreement on 17 April 1979, forming the United Meghalaya 
Parliamentary Democratic Forum (UMPDF). 


The agreement had envisaged that Mr B. B. Lyngdoh (APHLC) would hand over leader- 


ship of the Legislature party to Capt Sangma, leader of the Congress-I after a 
tenure of two years in office. 
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INDIA 


BANK STUDY SHOWS IMPROVEMENT IN PRIVATE SECTOR 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 8 May 81 p 1l 


[Text] The confidence in equity is reinforced by the improved performance of 
the private corporate sector as is evident from a study made by the Company 
Finances Division of the Department of Statistics, Reserve Bank. The study 
is based on 426 selected large non-financial public limited companies with a 
paid-up capital of Rs 1 crore and above. 


Gross profits of such companies amounted to Rs 1,548 crores during 1979-80 show- 
ing an increase of Rs 264 crores over those of 1978-79. The operating profits 
increased by Rs 20®crores to Rs 1,066 crores, revealing a growth of 23.5%. 


After taking into account the rise of Rs 24 crores in non-operating surplus 
profits before tax rose from Rs 894 crores in 1978-79 to Rs 1,121 crores in 
1979-80. The rate of growth in profits after tax was 32.4%. Since the payment 
of dividends rose from Rs 218 crores in 1978-79 in Rs 241 crores in 1979-80, the 
growth rate of ploughed-back profits dropped from 55.4% to 52.7%. The ratio of 
gross profits to total net assets increased from 12% to 12.6%, while the margin 
on sales as measured by gross profits rose from 10.5% to 11%. The return on 
shareholders’ equity increased from 11.7% in 1978-79 to 14% in 1979-80. 


The value of production and sales at Rs 14.286 crores and Rs 14,090 crores, 
respectively, during 1979-80 disclosed increases of 15.2% and 15.3%, respect- 
ively, in comparison with the corresponding growth rates of 12.6% and 11.6% in 
the previous year. It may be noted that all the main heads of expenditure 
contributed to the increase in total expenditure. Manufacturing expenses and 
remuneration to employees increased by 15% and 11.5%, respectively. 


The significant point is the substantial decline in the share of bank credit in 
their total borrowings. The proportion of bank credit dropped from 64.1% in 
1978-79, to 42.6% in 1979-80. More than half of the total assets formation, to 
the extent of Rs 1,099 crores, was financed by external resources. Among inter- 
nal sources, totalling Rs 863 crores in 1979-80, depreciation provision contrib- 
uted Rs 411 crores. 




















INDLA 


SUPREME COURT RULES ON JUDGE TRANSFER CIRCULAR 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 May 81 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, May 8. The supreme court today gave directions that additional 
high court judges who did not want to respond to the circular of the Union law 
minister for indicating their consent to their tranefer outeide their state need 
not do so, 


The general directions, which virtually operate as an injunction against the 
circular, were given by a four-judge bench on an application filed for an interim 
order in the writ petitions challenging the constitutional validity of the 
circular. 





Directive to Government 


The bench headed by Mr Justice P. N. Bhagwati also directed that an additional 
judge shall not be refused extension of his tenure or appointment as a permanent 
judge of the high court on the ground that he had not indicated his preference 
as asked for by the law minister in his circular. 


The impugned circular was addressed by the law minister to the chief ministers 
requesting them to obtain consents from additional judges in their states to 
transfers to high courts in other states. 


The court ordered the Union government to decide within less than ten days from 
today whether the additional judges of high courts should be reappointed for a 
further period as additional judges or appointed as permanent judge or otherwise. 


It noted that one of the petitioners, Mr V. M. Tarkunde, a senior supreme court 
lawyer, had stated in his petition that the extended terms of the three addi- 
tional judges on the Delhi high court were expiring on June 6 and that it was 
not possible for the court to hear the writ petition when the court reopened 
after the summer vacation. 


Tye direction for deciding the fate of additional judges in advance was given to 
the government as Mr Justice Bhagwati felt that an additional judge must know 
what is to happen to him. “It would be much fair (to the judge),” he added. 

[as published] 


Earlier, the attorney general, Mr L.N. Sinha, after consultation with the govern- 
ment submitted that his instructions were that the decision about additional 
judges would be taken by May 31. The court did not agree and issued the directive. 
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The court's directive will remain in force until the decision on the writ peti- 
tions of Mr Tarkunde and others, 


The two writ petitions, which came up before the court today, were filed ori- 
ginally in Delhi and Allahabad high courts, These were later traneferred to 
the Supreme court at the instance of the Union government, 


The supreme court has given notice already on a petition for transfer to it of 
4 similar writ petition, which was admitted by the Bombay high court. 


The bench also declined to look into the special leave petition filed by the 
Union government challenging the order of the Bombay high court in the writ 
petition (which is sought to be got transferred to it) restraining the govern- 
ment from further implementing the circular. 


When the attorney-general of India wanted Mr Justice Bhagwati, Mr Justice A. C. 
Gupta, Mr Justice 0, Chinnappa Reddy and Mr Justice R. B. Mishra to hear the 
especial leave petition, which in a way seeks vacation of the restrain order, 
they told him they could not hear it ase it had not been listed before them. 


Mr Soli Sorabjee, who appeared for Mr Tarkunde, had objected to the hearing of 
the special leave petition on the ground that it was highly irregular if peti- ' 
tions presented right in the court room itself were entertained for hearing. ! 


When Mr Sinha submitted that the government had mentioned to the chief justice, 
Mr Y. V. Chandrachud, that the special leave petition was being filed, Mr 
Justice Bhagwati told him that directions for its hearing had to be obtained 
from the chief justice. 


Later, the chief justice said special leave petition could be taken up by the 
vacation judge on Monday. He said the matter could be mentioned to Mr Justice 
D. Tulzapurkar, who would be sitting as the vacation judge. 


The chief justice also fixed August 4 for hearing on the writ petitions chai- 
lenging the circular. The parties have been directed to file their written 
briefs by July 21. 
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INDLA 


ASSAM STUDENT LEADERS ISSUE JOINT STATEMENT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 10 May 81 pp 1,5 


[Text] Gauhati, May 9 (PTI)=<-The All Assam Students Union said here today that 
the Centre's willingness to bear the burden of those foreigners who could not be 
deported would pave the way for a solution to the foreign nationale issue in the 
State, 


In a joint statement, Mr Prafulla Mahatna and Mr Bhrigu Phukan, president and 
general-secretary of the AASU said that the ensuing talke might suffer if the 
Government again failed to demonstrate "a strong political attitude lacked dur- 
ing the previous rounds of discussion." 


The AASU leader reiterated that there would not be any compromise on their 
stand that every foreign nationale fliegally [as published] residing in the 
State must be detected. 


The statement said a six-member AASU delegation was Likely to participate in the 
ensuing talks in New Delhi on 16 May. 


The AASU leaders alleged that the State Government to obstruct the proposed talks 
had stared "provocative actions" like indiscriminate arrest of students and 
youths, assaults on them in police lock up and filing fabricated cases against 
them. [as published] 


The AASU had decided to observe ‘protest day' on 12 May next against such “tyran- 
nical act.” The leaders said adding that a memorandum requesting the Government 
to withdraw all such repressive action had been submitted yesterday to the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Assam. 


They expressed the hope that the Government would come out with a open mind to 
create a congenial atmosphere for the discussion. 


Meanwhile, several Assam Opposition leaders today alleged that Chief Minister 
Anwara Taimur was trying to stall the proposed talks by creating ‘unfavourable 
conditions in the State.’ 


The leaders belonging to the Assam Janata Dal (AJD) Progressive Democratic 

Front (DF) and Lok Dal said to a press conference here that the State Government 
was trying to ‘vitiate the present congenial atmosphere by indiscriminate arrests 
of students and other agitation leaders. 
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Amony the leaders at the press conference were former Chief Minister and AJD 
leaders J, N, Hasarika and Tarini Das, PDP leaders Premadhar bora and Atul 


Goswami, and Lek Dal leader Ramesh Mohan Kuli, 


Ihey claimed that the Taimur Government had allotted plote of land to “foreigners 
and persons holding dubious citizenship documents” in tribal belts of the State 


in the past five months, 


They said the allotment was in contravention of the Central Ordinance promulgated 
during President's rule in the State banning land-allotment to “foreigners.” 


They also alleged that the State Government had “illegally withdrawn about 5,000 
‘quit India’ notices served on people during President's rule." 
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1981 CENSUS RESULTS FOR GOA, DAMAN, DIU REPORTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 May 81 p 7 


[Text] Panaji, May 8. Mormugao is now the “most thickly populated” town in 
the Union territory of Goa, Daman and Diu. Panaji, ite capital, takes the 
second place. 


The provisional report of the 198] census says that in Mormugao about 5,962 
people dwell within a square kilometre as compared to Panaji's 5,699 people. 
The other thickly populated towns are Daman, Quepem and Margao, with density 
of population between 3,000 and 4,000, 


The report expresses concern that Mormugao and Panaji are “growing much too 
fast" and if thie trend continues “it will not be long before these towne be- 
come too congested to be places of happy domicile and safe transport." 


The phenomenal post-liberation spurt in population growth--from under ten per 
cent at the turn of the century to 36.9 per cent during 1961-71-<has eased, and 
the rate of 1971-81 decadal growth has stabilised at 26.15 per cent. The report 
observes that this percentage of growth is “normal” in comparison with the rest 
of the country. 


The territory's total population has crossed the one-million mark at 1,082,117. 
The population is distributed among the territory's three districts--Goa (1,003,141), 
(1,003,141), Daman (48,557), and Diu (30,419). 


During 1971-81, according to the report a “high rate of urbanisation” has been 
noticed. The urban population in 1971 was only 2.27 lakhs or 26 per cent of the 
total population. Today, 3.51 lakhs people (32 per cent of the total population) 
live in towns. 


Besides, the erstwhile rural localities of Calangute and Siolin in Bardez 
taluka, Cuncolim in Salcete taluka and Curchorem in Quepem taluka are now con- 
sidered “non-statutory” towns, because of their growth in size, density of pop- 
ulation, types of jobs performed by men and availabiilty of civic amenities. 
This change from rural to urban status is also responsible for the high rate of 
urbanisation, says the report. 


The census also reveals that the territory has achieved a “high rate of literacy" 
(55.86 per cent of the population as compared to 44.75 per cent in 1971). To- 
day, 65 out of 100 men are literate, but among women the percentage is 47, says 
the report. Among talukas, Bardez tops with a literacy rate of 67 per cent 
followed by Tiewadi with 63 per cent. 


CSO: 4220 1M 

















INDIA 


TATA TALKS TO NEWSMEN ON FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM 
Madras THE HINDU in English 8 May 81 p 6 


[Text] New Delhi, May 7. The Family Planning Foundation, a voluntary body 
devoted to population control, has suggested to the Government an increase in 
the outlay for the family planning programme in the Sixth Plan and also a siz- 
able step-up in the monetary incentive for sterilisation cases. 


The Chairman of the Foundation, Mr J. R. D. Tata, who disclosed this at a press 
conference here today, said he had recently met the Union Finance Minister, 
Mr R. Venkataraman and discussed this matter. | 


Mr Tata said that the allocation for family planning in the Sixth Plan was only 
one per cent of the total plan outlay and this was grossly inadequate to achieve 
the desired results. As regards monetary incentives, he felt that if the amount 
was increased from the present level of Re 200 to Re 2,000 or even Re 5,000 per 
vasectomy or tubectomy, spectacular results could be achieved. 


He argued that the capital cost to the nation to meet the minimum necessities of 
life for every additional citizen had been estimated at Re 7,000. Every birth 
would lead to at least five more births during the next two generations. There- 
fore, a birth prevented now would mean a saving of Rs 42,000 in capital expendi- 
ture. It would therefore be worthwhile to raise the incentive amount substantially. 
In response to enhanced monetary incentives, 50 million briths could be prevented 
in the next five years and our population could be reduced by 300 million by the 
year 2030, he pointed out. 





Mr lata regretted that there was not sufficient awareness in the community 
about the threat posed by unchecked population growth. In order to bring about 
a national consensus in favour of family planning, the Foundation had secured 
an appeal signed by leaders of all political parties and a cross section of emi- 
nent men. The two communist parties had not signed the appeal but had expressed 
themselves in favour of family planning. Mr Tata wanted mass media like news- 
papers to devote more space to the problem of population growth and exert pres- 
sure on the Government to take effective measures for family planning. 


Mr Tata pointed out that at the present rates of population grow: anu of eco- 
nomic growth, the per capita income would only double in the next five decades. 
The real income would be much less than now. Hence, the imperative need to con- 
trol population. 
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This, he felt, could not be achieved by voluntary organisations only, The major 
effort should come from the Government, particularly the State Governments, 

In States where the Government was conscious of the problem, considerable advan. 
had been made in family planning and these States included Kerala, Goa and 
Maharashtra, But in most other States, the Government had not evinced adequate 
interest or shown concern to the problem, 


Replying to a question, Mr Tata and Dr Bharat Ram, Vice-Chairman of the Family 
Planning Foundation agreed that the private sector industries could do a lot 
more to promote small family norms among the workers. They also agreed that 
there were numerous bottlenecks in the spread of family planning services. 

They wanted the mass media to highlight these and bring pressure on the Govern- 
ment to take remedial measures and implement the programme more effectively. 
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ENERGY MINISTER ADDRESSES MINERS DAY RALLY 
Caleutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 May 81 p 13 


[Text] Ranchi, May 4=-The Union Energy Minister, Mr A. B. A. Gani Khan Choud- 
hury, has reiterated that the headquarters of Bharat Coking Coal may be shifted 
from Dhanbad if the activities of the "Mafia" continued there reports PT1. 


Addressing a miners day rally organized by the Central Coal fields Limited at 
Kargali colliery stadium about 130 km from here, yesterday, Mr Chowdhury claimed 
that the administration of the Dhanbad-Jharia coalfield was in the hands of a 
“mafia.” "“Gangeterism controle the administration in which there is corruption 
from top to bottom,” he alleged. Not only the CIL officers but the police and 
the railway were involved in corruption, he said. 


The Minister urged the people to raise their voices against the "mafia." He 
said that he wanted to stop corruption in the coal industry. 


Mr Khan Choudhury ruled out the possibility of handing over some of the nation- 
alized mines to the private sector. He reminded the miners that politicians who 
were spreading the rumour that coal was "a sick industry” and hence should be 
handed over to the private sector, were lobbying for the private sector. 


The Minister said that the economy was in danger owing to cin cnergy crisis. 

The coal industry would have to play a major role during the next five years. 
Power generation would be increased to 23,000 MW at the end of the sixth Plan. 

Of this, 15,000 MW would be hydel power. A number of super thermal power stations 
were being set up in the Sixth Plan and would consume about 70% of the coal pro- 
duction, he said. 


Earlier, the Minister faced a “black flag" demonstration in the pandal. The 
demonstrators shouted slogans against Mr Khan Chowdhury saying: "go back Energy 
Minister." Some Congress-I workers shouted counter slogans. Police chased away 
the demonstrators after making some arrests. 


Mr B. L. Wadhera, chairman-cum-managing director of the CCL, welcoming the 
miners, said that production of the CCL had increased from 78 million tons to 
114 million tons during the eight years of nationalization. 
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Mr Ram Das, MLA, informed the Energy Minister that the move to shift the 
BCCL headquarters from Dhanbad and the CCL offices from Ranchi would be 
atrongly resieted by the miners of the respective collieries, 


Mr R.N.S. Sharma, chairman of the CCL, congratulated the miners for achieving 
4 remarkable production last year and said that 50 minere would be sent to 
Poland, USSR and the U.K, for training every year. 
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INDIA 


SAUDI ALD FOR POWER, OTHER PROJECTS REPORTED 

New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 May 81 p 5 

[Text] An agreement was signed by Finance Minister with the Vice Chairman and 
Managing Director of the Saudi Fund for Development for a loan of 32 million 
dollars for the Koel Karo Hydro-Electric Project in Bihar, reports PTI. 


The loan carries an interest of 4 per cent per annum and is repayable in 20 
years including an initial grace period of five years. 


This was stated by the Finance Minister R. Venkataraman, in reply to Mr Ramji- 
bhaimavani in the Lok Sabha on Friday. 


Mr Venkataraman said assistance from the Saudi Fund fer Development for the 
Rajasthan canal phase two and connected command area development was also dis- 
cussed. 


Other possible areas of cooperation between the two countries by way of joint 
ventures and investments figured in the discussions. 


In a written answer, Minister for External Affairs said the Government of India 
had repeatedly indicated its willingness to sign a no-war pact with Pakistan. 
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DETAILS OF NEW ONGC DRILLING PROGRAM REPORTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 8 May 81 p 16 


[Text] New Delhi, May 7. The O41 and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) has drawn 
up a programme for offshore and onshore exploration in the Krishna-Godavari 
basin. 


Estimated to cost Rs 275 crores, the foreign exchange component of the programme 
will be $244 millions (Rs 195 crores). The ONGC has sought World Bank assistance 
of $120 millions, to finance part of the cost. 


The ONGC has told the Government that the Rs 275 crores programme was the mini- 
mum for arriving at a final assessment of the oil and gas resources in the 
Krishna-Godavari basin. 


The programme provides for the drilling of 10 offshore and nine onshore explora- 
tory wells. The drilling is for a total projected depth of 87,500 metres com- 
prising 49,000 metres for offshore and 38,500 metres onshore. The ONGC will 
seek foreign assistance and engage drilling consultants to overcome the several 
problems it faces. 


These include the presence of soft clay mud, extreme ocean current velocity, 
huge water depths, rapid and unpredictable variations in formation characteris- 
tics, as well as what is known as “artesian water flow." 


It was because of these problems that the ONGC ran into bad luck with the five 
wells it had drilled in the Godavari offshore basin between December, 1979, 
and 1980 and the drilling was abandoned. 


The new programme includes the carrying out of seismic surveys for a total of 
14,950 line kilometres made up of 9,600 offshore and 5,350 onshore line kilometres. 
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INDIA 


INCENTIVES FOR ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY PLANNED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 May 81 p 5 


[Text] The Government has accepted Sondhi Committee's recommendations on fiscal 
incentives to electronics industry, but has turned down most of its suggestions, 
including the abolition of the Electronics Commission and liberalising import of 
foreign technology, reports PTI. 


Rejecting the Sondhi Committee's observation that the Commission was only playing 
a regulatory role, the Government said the "present regulatory system has to be 
kept continuously under review to import even greater momentum to the electronics 
industry." 


The Government's final decisions on the Sondhi report placed in the Lok Sabha on 
Friday stressed the need for self-reliance and support of the public sector and 
small scale industry. 


Turning down the Sondhi recommendation for import of ready-to-use electronics 
equipment, the Government said that present policy under which fully assembled 
electronic items are banned "should continue." 


The Government decided that industrial licences to the private sector for manu- 
facture of various electronics items should be given under the condition that 
two per cent of their turnover would be invested in research and development. 


A specific assurance to this effect should be obtained from the company before 
the licence is issued. 


The Government also turned down the recommendation for ending canalisation of 
imports of such items as picture tubes and electronic watch modules. 


It also did no accept the recommendation for raising the investment limit for 
delicensing from Rs ~" en to Rs 100 million [as published]. 


Regarding small scale ele: -onics industry, the Government accepted Sondhi recom- 
mendation that items reserved for this sector should be reviewed annually. 


The recommendation exempting capital goods, test equipment, raw materials, and 
components from customs duty was not accepted by the Government. 











The Government decided it was not necessary to set up an electronics research 
and development organisation as recommended in the report. It also was not 
necessary to merge the computer division of Electronics Corporation of India 
with the Computer Maintenance Corporation (CMC). 


Rejecting the Sondhi recommendation that maintenance of imported computers 
should also be done by firms other than CMC the Government said that "maintenance 


of all imported computers should be the responsibility of the Computer Mainte- 
nance Corporation." 
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INDIA 


STEEL INDUSTRY OUTPUT REPORTED BELOW TARGET 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 May 81 p 15 


{Text} ALTHOUGH steel 


proved margin during 
the problems 


low level of Fappling a » otal 


wae of the low level of eri 
internal of 
—R 3 uch above interna- 


ne 
year, | ned to mate ey aval 
able 10. 10. 18 on n tons of steel 
actual S availability of 8.61 million 

















143 


tons in the  nroviqus year (1970-80). 
—3528 h the production of 
6.13 million tons of saleable steel 
by the integrated plants, another 
1.73 million tons from the mini: 
steel "Dlants and imports of 1.46 
eal Suc int iat eat ia 
u e year 
— only 9.26 m * 
n then, represent an 
increase in —— of a little 
Hike at integrated ee) plan 
grommet of — 
uring the last year 
: en of 16.3% from the ter 
of 7.32 million tons for the 
year . In. its report to liament, 
he Steel Ministry recently admit: 
ted that the overall performance 
was substantially lower than the 
target and was far from “satisfac- 
ry”. Apart wren we wn 


Against the 
auction ‘aah ut 21 eile 
fon 1979-80." production 


of —— was Mighor's at 802 
nm tons.and it is that 


view of the huge of the item 
in the ——— of the Stee) Au- 
thority o 


——— by the 
the Steel Mini AY wt roy 
tially high production targets for 


million tons of saleable steel, and 
= million ome 


n. reoresen ee rates < 
335%, 24.8% ‘al 
ly. over the last rears 

However, the Joint Plant om. 


likely to face a shorta steel 
to tune of 1.6 million tons dur 
ing 1981-82. Wh 


shortage in structurals was 
feared to be the worst of at least 
63.00 tons. In tested quality heavy 


























: 
eH, 


— 


9 





‘eat a 








* 


J 





£ —— 


— 
J 





144 


CSO: 4220 











INDIA 


STEEL TUBE INDUSTRY ASSURED OF IMPORTS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 12 May 81 p 11 


[Text] New Delhi, May 11. The Deputy Minister of Industry, Mr P. A. Sangma, 
today assured the steel tube and pipe industry that about 50,000 tonnes of steel 
would be made available to it this year. 


In addition the industry would also be allowed to import hot rolled coils up to 
2.5 mm thickness under OGL. These measures should lead to higher production and 
better capacity utilisation. 


inaugurating the second annual meeting of the Federation of Engineering Industries 
of India (Steel Pipe and Tube Panel) he said he was not sure however whether it 
was better to have 50 units working at an average of 20 per cent capacity utili- 
sation or half that number working at full capacity. 


"It would be interesting to find out who pays for the underutilisation of capa- 
city and consequent inefficiencies and/or larger fixed costs or overheads," he 
said. 


Mr Sangma said in view of the fact that the industry would be a net importer 
of its raw material even with regard to domestic demand for tubes, the Govern- 
ment had no option but permit exports only against imported raw material. 


There was no bar on the export of tubes against imported raw materials. As and 
when the domestic availability of raw materials led to a surplus in relation to 
domestic demand, the Government would review the situation. 


Mr Moni Bose, outgoing Chairman of the FEII (Steel Pipe and Tube Panel), wondered 
why the price of indigenous hot rolled coils and skelp should be around Rs 4,000 
per tonne when imported materials were being offered at Rs 2,200 per tonne FOB. 


The tube industiy was a continuous process industry and high frequency welders 
and galvanising plants could only be run if power was available on an assured 
basis, he said. 


Units facing power shortages could put up their own generators and it would be 
helpful if a Central directive was issued to the State Goveraments to give some 
subsidy to units putting up their own generators. 


Mr Bose called for streamlining the distribution of hot rolled coils and skelp, 
and said the release of quarterly allocations was generally not in time. 
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The steel tube industry, he said, had 50 unite licensed to produce 20 lakh tonnes 
but the present demand for steel pipes and tubes was six lakh tonnes, There was 
also an export market for two lakh tonnes. By 1984-85 the domestic demand was 
expected to rise to 10 lakh tonnes, 


There had been a fall in output in the past few years. From 5.22 lakh tonnes in 
1977-78 production came down to 4,48 lakh tonnes in 1978-79 and to four lakh 
tonnes in 1979-80, The 1980-81 output would not be very encouraging and radi- 
cal steps were needed to boost production, Mr Bose said, 
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PROBLEMS OF COAL MINING, DISTRIBUTION DISCUSSED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 May 61 p 7 
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INDIA 


COMPOSITION OF RAILWAY REFORMS COMMITTEE ANNOUNCED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 May 81 p 1 
[Text] New Delhi, May 11 (UNI)<<The Union government today set up a high power 


“railway reforms committee" to review the organisational structure of the rail- 
ways including that of the railway board. 





The five member-committee of experts, headed by Mr B. D. Pande, would also 
suggest measures for improving the capacity of the railways to handle higher 
volume of traffic in future. 


Mr Pande, as chairman, would have the status of minister of state. 


It is understood that the committee would also examine the question of running 
the railways as a departmental undertaking or converting it into a public sector 
corporation. 


Besides Mr Pande, the committee consists of the five members: Mr Ravi Mathai 
(Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad), Mr H. C. Tripathi (retired judge, 
Allahabad high court), Mr Rusi Modi (chairman, TISCO), Dr Manmohan Singh (mem- 
ber-secretary, Planning Commission) and Mr M. S. Gujaral (chairman, railway 
board), Dr S. K. Ray, an officer of the railways, will be the secretary of the 
committee. 


The non-official part-time member of the committee will have the status of secre- 
taries to the government of India. 


Railway minister, Mr Kedar Pandey, had indicated in his budget speech in parlia- 
ment on February 19 that a high power committee of experts would be appointed to 
go into the entire gamut of the railway administration and recommend measures for 


improvement. 
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INDIA 


PROBLEMS, PROGRESS IN GRAIN PROCUREMENT TOLD 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 May 81 pp 1,9 


[Text] New Delhi, May 9. The enthusiasm of private traders to mop up large 
quantities of wheat from the new crop seems to be on the wane now. The purchases 
being made by them in the major wheat-surplus states of Punjab and Haryana have 
come down considerably. Consequently, wheat prices in most mandis in those 
states have nose-dived, facilitating larger purchases by official grain procur- 
ing agencies. However, the target of procuring 9.5 million tonnes of wheat 
during the current rabi marketing season may not be attained, agricultural 
experts feel. 


The total quantity of wheat bought by the private trade has not been unusually 
large this year. According to the latest figures available from Punjab and Har- 
yana, traders have bought only about 1.2 lakh tonnes of wheat so far out of the 
total market arrivals of over 16.9 lakh tonnes. 


In Punjab, wheat arrivals till yesterday were estimated at about 11.48 lakh tonnes. 
Of this, the traders are reported to have purchased only a little over 66,700 tonnes, 
the rest going to the official agencies. In Haryana, the procurement is esti- 
mated at over 4.9 lakh tonnes of the total arrivals of over 5.4 lakh tonnes. 

The traders bought only about 50,000 tonnes. 


The quantity of wheat mopped up by the private trade in these two states, how- 
ever, is likely to be more than the figures computed from market records as some 
transactions are reported to have taken place at the village level, outside the 
regulated mandis. The situation now seems to have changed drastically. The 
denial of railway wagons to private traders for transporting wheat to outside 
regions and the curbs imposed on the stocks allowed to be held by them seem to 
have dissuaded them from buying more wheat. 


Some experts, in fact, feel the government should not be unduly perturbed over 
grain purchases by traders. This might ultimately prove to be a blessing in dis- 
guise. The public distribution system being as it is, sufficient grain stocks 

in the private sector are indeed desirable as they can help maintain grain 
prices and their availability in the open market. Paucity ot supplies in the 
open market can lead to the escalation of prices in major consumption centres, 


especially during the lean season. 
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The pessimism regarding prospects of procuring 9.5 million tonnes of wheat during 
the current season stema primarily from the fact that the target is too high to 
attain, The maximum quantity of wheat procured in a single season so far was 
hearly eight million tonnes in 1979 out of the total production of 35,5 million 
tonnes, This year, the wheat output ia expected to be around 36 million tonnes, 
The procurement cannot be expected to exceed the previous peak by 1.5 million 
tonnes, especially when the production is up only by 0.5 million tonnes, experts 
maintain, 


The government itself is partly to blame for dismal procurement prospects. The 
very announcement of a high procurement target followed by repeated official 
statements showing undue anxiety to make large grain purchases to replenish the 
depleting grain coffers gave a cue to the traders to enter the market in a big 
way. They anticipated the food situation in the country to turn critical in the 
later part of the year. 


Krishi Bhavan's move to cut down the allocation of wheat to the states only weeks 
before the harvest of an expected record crop further encouraged pessimistic 
speculations regarding the wheat stock situation in the country. 


The call given to farmers by some political parties to withhold the sale of 

their produce, however, is not likely to have any impact on the total wheat pro- 
curement. The growers by and large, can ill-afford to store their entire produce. 
The grain has to come to the market sooner or later, experts believe. 
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INDLA 


MORE DETAILS OF GRAIN PROCUREMENT PROBLEMS GIVEN 


Madras THE HINDU in English 10 May 81 p 6 


"Crucial Role of Foodgrain Buffer Stocks") 
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INDIA 


NEW HIGH-YIELDING PULSE VARIETY DEVELOPED 


in English 11 May 81 p 16 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


\TH OF MP=<New Delhi, May 4--A minute's silence was observed in the Rajya 
Sabha today as a mark of respect to Nargis Dutt, a sitting member of the 
House, who passed away in Bombay yesterday, report PTI and UNI. The Chairman, 
Mr M, Hidayatullah said the country had lost a “great humanitarian," The Lok 
Sabha today mourned the death of Mr Y. 8S. Parmar, who was a member of the Con~ 
stituent Assembly, the provisional Parliament and the second Lok Sabha. [Text) 
[Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 May 81 p 9] 


SIKKIM POPULATION GROWTH--Gangtok, May 5 (UNI)--Sikkim registered the highest 
rate of population growth among all States in the country during the 1971-81 
decade. The decennial growth rate in Sikkim during this decade was 50.44 
against the all India average of 24.75, according to the Sikkim Census Direc- 
torate. At the same time Sikkim, the youngest member of the Indian Union having 
joined it only six years ago, also claimed the distinction of having the lowest 
density of population among all States. The population density per square kilo- 
metre in the State is 44 against the all India average of 221. In 1971, when 
Sikkim was not a part of India, it had a population of 209,843. In 1981, the 
State's population increased to 315,682. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
6 May 81 p 7] 


NEHRU UNIVERSITY VICE CHANCELLOR--New Delhi, May 6 (PTI)--Dr Y. Nayudamma, a dis- 
tinguished scientist, has been appointed vice-chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU) Dr Nayudamma will hold office for a term of five years from 
the date on which he assumes office. Meanwhile, President Sanjiva Reddy has 
been urged by 161 MPs to set up a commission to inquire into the affairs of the 
University. In a memorandum to the President, the five MPs of the opposition 
parties said charges of corruption, misuse of public funds and violation of 
rules had been levelled at the university authorities. The allegations by the 
different sections of the university community--students, staff and teachers-- 
were serious, the memorandum said. The MPs have also demanded the revocation 
of the expulsion of Rajan G. James, a Ph.D. student and convener of the demo- 
cratic students’ front. His expulsion was "political victimisation," the 
memorandum said. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 7 May 81 p 13] 


THREAT 10 RAJIV--Raigarh (MP), May 7 (PTI)--Three persons involved in the 
alleged conspiracy against the life of the Prime Minister's son, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, were rearrested here immediately after they were released on bail today. 
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The three persons=-Raghunath Singh, Satnarain Singh and Bhaskar Singh--had 
allegedly sent telegram to Mr Rajiv Gandhi containing the "threat" and asking 
him to quit India, The three had been firat arreated earlier this week under 
section 151 for breach of peace and remanded to custody till May 7. They 
were released on a bail of Re 5,000 each by the magistrate, but police again 
arrested them under section 506 (B) (conspiracy for threat to life). (Text) 
[Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 May 81 p 1) 


WESTERN COMMAND ADMIRAL=-Bombay, May 7=-Rear Admiral Gulab Mohanlal Hiranandani 
took over here today as the new chief of ataff, Weatern Naval Command, from 
Rear-Admiral §&.C, Chopra, Prior to his new appointment, Adm, Hiranandani was 
commanding officer of the guided=-missile destroyer, I.N.S. "Rajput." Trained 
at Royal Naval College, Dartmouth in U.K., Admiral Hiranandani was commissioned 
in the navy in 1952, He distinguished himself as fleet operations officer win- 
ning the Nao Sena Medal in 1971. He was awarded the Ati Vishisht Sena Medal 

in 1978 for his services as director of combat, policy and tactics at naval 
headquarters. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 May 81 p 4) 


SRINAGAR LSLAMIC CENTER--Srinagar, May 7--The establishment of a permanent 
"Islamic centre" here was among several decisions taken by the recently consti- 
tuted Jammu and Kashmir 15th Hijrah celebration committee, which met yesterday 
under the chairmanship of the chief minister, Sheikh Abdullah. [Text] [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 May 81 p 9] 





FAMILY PLANNING AID--New Delhi, May 7--Norway will grant Rs. 3.5 crores for 
financing extension of the all-India hospitals' post-partum family welfare pro- 
gramme under an agreement signed here today. The programme seeks to maximise 
effective contraception among the target population by upgrading hospitals to 
enable them to focus attention primarily on obstetrical and abortion cases. 
Support for the programme comes from the Norwegian Agency for International 
Development. In recent years, Norway has actively co-operated with the Indian 
family welfare programme providing assistance totalling Rs 33 crores. This is 
mainly used for family planning facilities in hospitals. [Text] [Bombay 

THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 May 81 p 14] 


MISSION STAFFS REDUCED--New Delhi, May 7--Staff strength in the Indian Missions 
abroad has been brought down following last year's review exercises in respect 
of the staffing requirements in London, Dacca, Kathmandu, Bangkok and Karachi, 
Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao, External Affairs Minister, told the Lok Sabha today. 
Similar exercises, he said, were being undertaken in the U.S.--PTI [Text] 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 8 May 81 p 6] 


BABABUDAN IRON ORE--Chikmagalur, May 7--The Bababudan hills in Chikmagalur taluk 
has deposits of 3,000 million tonnes of iron ore according to Mr Venugopala Rao, 
Chairman and managing Director of the National Mineral Development Corporation 
(NMDC). Talking to pressmen at the iron ore investigation complex, he said a 
special team of the Corporation took up investigation work in 1975 and had 
nearly completed its survey work. They would be submitting their report to the 
Centre shortly. The ore contained 35 per cent of magnetite which after crushing 
and refining could be raised to 65 per cent and above. The Bababudans deposits, 


154 








he said, was much larger than the ones at Kudremukh and extended to a length 

of 20 km. The prospecting team had divided this area into three sectors--Rudra- 
giri, Attigundy and Mahal Blocks, Eight hundred million tonnes were available 

in the Attigundy block itself, Mr Rao said if iron ore extract were to be 
approved by the Centre necessary care would be taken to maintain the ecological 
balance on the Bababudan hills and the coffee plantations would not be disturbed. 
[Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 8 May 81 p 9) 


KERALA MOLYBDENITE FIND--Reserves of "molybdenite," a strategic material, the 
supply of which was being either withheld or made at exorbitant cost by the 
developed countries, have been located in Kerala, according to a spokesman of 
the Geological Survey of India. Molybdenite is the disulphide of molybdenum 
and is used as a lubricant in hot extrusion process for seamless stainless tube 
manufacture and other chemical, metallurgical and special alloy industries. 

The reserves, believed to be of economic level according to preliminary reports, 
have been found in the Ambalavayal and Kalpatta areas of Wynad district and 
Pathanamthitta taluk of Quilon district in Kerala. The mineral, which had not 
been found in adequate quantities in India earlier, was imported and cost the 
country Rs 61 lakhs for 44 tonnes in 1975, according to the official. [Text] 

| Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 May 81 p 9] 


RECORD TRADE DEFICIT--New Delhi, May 9--The trade deficit in the first eleven 

months (April-February) of 1980-81 has reached an all-time record of Rs 4693.52 | 
crore, which is even higher than the Government's own estimate of Rs 4500 crores 

for the whole year. The 1980-81 provisional figures, according to official 

sources, show exports at Rs 5915.26 crores and imports at Rs 10608.78 crores 

against the provisional export and import figures of Rs 5474.10 crores and Rs 

7373.59 crores respectively for the first eleven months of 1979-80. If the 

present trend continues, it is likely that the year 1980-81 may close with a 

deficit of over Rs 5000 crores, which would be the highest ever on record.--PTI 

[Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 10 May 81 p 6] 


INDO-CZECH FRIENDSHIP--The Indian National Cong-I is with the socialist coun- 
tries of East Europe, in their fight for equality and better opportunities, 

All India Congress Committee general secretary Shyam Sunder Mahapatra said on 
Saturday. Mr Mahapatra was speaking at a function to mark the 36th anniversary 
of the liberation of Czechoslovakia. Indo-Czech friendship, Mr Mahapatra said 
was going from strength to strength, in the nations’ efforts to build an egali- 
tarian society based on the norms of socialism. The Soviet Union, which had been 
India's friend in its hour of need during the seventies he said, was instrumental 
in liberating Czechoslovakia 36 years ago, from the clutches of Nazism. The AICC 
general secretary later inaugurated an exhibition of photographs depicting Life 
in Czechoslovakia. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 10 May 81 p 10] 


ANDHRA PRADESH MINISTER--Hyderabad, May 10--The Finance Minister of Andhra Pra- 
desh, Mr G. Rajaram, died in a road accident near Ramayampet in Medak district 
this morning, reports PTI. He was going from his native place (in Nizamabad 
district) to attend a Cabinet meeting. The car in which he was travelling 
skidded and hit a tree. The Minister and his bodyguard died before being taken 
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to hospital, The superintendent of the Nizam's Orthopaedic Hospital said Mr Ra- 
jaram was injured in the chest and his thigh bone was fractured, The President, 
Mr Sanjeeva Reddy, condoled the death of Mr Rajaram whom he described as "a popu- 
lar figure and an able administrator." [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in 
English 11 May 81 p 1] 


ASSAM MINISTER RESIGNS--Gauhati, May 11 (PTI)--Mr Joy Chandra Magbanshi, minis- 
ter of state for labour, today resigned from the Assam ministry. Mr Nagbanshi 
is one of the six Congress(I) MLAs representing the tea garden labour community 
who announced their decision to resign from the ACLP (I) membership last week. 
[Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 May 81 p 1) 








LOK DAL CANDIDATES--Lucknow, May 11 (UNI)---The Lok Dal general secretary, Mr 
Mandu Limaye, today announced the names of party candidates for four of the five 
Lok Sabha and eight vidhan sabha seats in the by-elections in Uttar Pradesh, poll- 
ing for which will be held on June 14. Mr Limaye told newsmen that he would 
announce the party's decision on the Pauri Garhwal parliamentary seat by tomor- 
row after consulting the party chief, Mr Charan Singh. He said the Yuva Lok Dal 
chief, Mr Sharad Yadav, a former member of the Lok Sabha, would oppose Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi in the Amethi parliamentary constituency. Mr Limaye said he was sorry 
that despite their best efforts, no understanding could be reached among oppo- 
sition parties to jointly oppose Congress(I) nominees. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES 
OF INDIA in English 12 May 81 p 9] 


NORTHEAST GEODYNAMIC MONITORING--Shillong, May 11--The programme relating to the 
study of geodynamic problem and the establishment of effective monitoring network 
in the seismic north eastern region has been intensified, according to a spokes- 
man of the Regional Research Laboratory in Jorhat. Its geoscience division, in 
collaboration with the National Geoscience Research Institute in Hyderabad, has 
established four seismic surveillance stations in the north-eastern region. 
Eight other stations are to be set up in the region. The geoscience division 
has carried out a statistical analysis of earthquake data relating to the 1923- 
1977 period. The analysis has revealed that the probability of an earthquake 

of magnitudes between 7.5 and 8.0 on the Richter scale occurring in the region 
is "significantly high." [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 

12 May 81 p 7] 


ARGON FOR EXPORT--New Delhi, May 11--The Fertilizer Corporation of India is now 
the country's biggest producer of argon, a product in increasing demand for pre- 
cision welding in sophisticated industries. There is now a surplus in the coun- 
try. The corporation is exploring possibilities of exporting argon to neighbour- 
ing countries. The purity of argon produced in FCI's plants is over 99.995Z-- 
the purest in the country, because of the particular recovery process. Besides, 
the oxygen content is low. The corporation has taken the lead with the commis- 
sioning of the coal-based projects at Talcher and Ramagundam, where argon recov- 
ery plants have been installed with an annual capacity of 900,000 cubic metres 
at each project. Earlier, argon was being produced only in the Gorakhpur unit 
of the FCI. The corporation has now an installed capacity of over 2 million 
cubic metres, which is considerably in excess of the present domestic require- 
ment. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 12 May 81 p 9] 
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WORLD BANK LOANS--Washington, May ll--The World Bank today announced three 
interest-free loans worth $88 millions (Rs 70 crores) for farm training in Tamil 
Nadu, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. Madhya Pradesh will get $37 millions 

(Rs 29 crores) Tamil Nadu $28 million (Rs 22 crores) and Maharashtra $23 million 
(Rs 18 crores). Repayment of the loans from the bank's International Development 
Association will take 50 years, including a ten-year grade period.--AP. [Text] 
(Madras THE HINDU in English 12 May 81 p 1] 
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INDONESIA 


MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT URGES GOVERNMENT TO TABLE NEW LABOR LAW 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 19 Mar 81 p 9 


[Article: "DPR Member Aska Government to Quickly Submit New Labor Law") 





[Excerpt] DPR [Parliament] member from Central Java Imam Churmen haa urged 
the government to quickly submit to the DPR a new labor law. 


According to Imam who represents the Development Union Party faction, 
the law now in effect in Indonesia, as the government has already said, 
ia no Longer applicable to the present situation. 


Imam told reporters that for 3 years the government has been working 
on this. But ite results are still being awaited by the DPR as nothing 
has been submitted for discussion by the respreentative body. 


Imam feels that a new labor law is importe.c because the sanctions 
imposed by the old law are not as clear or as strict as hoped for. For 
example, at present there are no adequate sanctions for the businessman 
who won't obey the decisions of the P4D [Regional Committee to Solve 
Workers Disputes] or the P4P [National Committee to Solve Workers Dis- 


putes} 


The P4D and P4P have decided that a worker who has a problem with his 
employer must be rehired. But many employers have refused to obey this 
decision and have continued to not rehire the worker. This is done by the 
businessmen because the sanctions imposed by the present labor law are 
considered light. 


FBS1 


Also the FBSI (All-Indonesian Labor Federation) as the workers organization 
is limited and regulated by the law. The FBSI often still doesn't have the 
power to help make a decision in a labor disagreement. 


There is the proposal that in every problem the police as the public se- 
curity and order apparatus should be included. Imam feels that as long 
as the problem can be handled by existing organizations, it would be 
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better to leave out involvement by a third party outside labor and 
management. 


Imam aleo complains about the right to strike. The right to atrike is guaran- 
teed by law and workers can carry out "reat" action orderly. But workers 

are under pressure by the government not to initiate work stoppages and 

in fact action is taken against those who do strike by the security forces. 
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INDONENSTA 


REAGAN DESTRES INCREASED COOPERATION WITH INDONESIA 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 20 Mar 81 pp 1, 12 


[Article: "Reagan Hopes for Increased Cooperation With Indonesia; Indonesia 
Desires Liberalization in Trade Relations") 


[Excerpts]In his special message to President Suharto, U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan hopes that Indonesia will continue and increase its 
cooperation with the U.S. The message from Ronald Reagan was delivered 

by former President Gerald Ford to President Suharto at the Istana Merdeka 
on 19 March. 


Gerald Ford arrived in Jakarta by special plane on the afternoon of 19 March 
and that evening paid a courtesy visit on Vice President Adam Malik. Following 
discussions with President Suharto he met with Coording Minister for Ekuin 
[Econocy, Finance and Industry]/Chairman of Bappenas [National Development 
Planning Board] Widjojo Nitisastro and Minister of Industry A.R.Suhud along 
with Minister of Mining and Energy Subroto. On 20 March he left Indonesia 
enroute to Hong Kong and then on to Osaka (Japan). 


In answer to a question Minister of State and State Secretary Sudharmono 
said that Ford had explained the new U.S. government policies in both the 
economic sector and in foreign relations. President Reagan hopes that 
with Indonesia in particular and with the countries of Southeast Asia in 
general the present cooperation can be increased. 


"In addition an exchange of ideas took place on various world problems. 
President Suharto gave Indonesia's viewpoint on the problems, particularly 
concerning the Indochina situation. Indonesia's attitude is still as it 
has been often expressed, so that there is nothing special to report." 


Answering a question Sudharmono said that the economic relations between 
Indonesia and the U.S. and the U.S. and other countries were explained 
generally by Ford, particularly as the U.S. is giving more attention to 
its domestic economy at present. When asked if the coming of Gerald Ford 
was as a special envoy of the U.S. President, Sudharmono said "I believe 
so. He is helping Reagan by delivering his special messages." 
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Did Ford ask about Indonesia's diplomatic relations with PRC ? Sudharmono 
anawered "no", But President Suharto did explain the Indonesian attitude 
which has been stated many times, It ta that Indonesia is in no hurry to 
unfreeze ite diplomatic relationa and in addition PRC must convince In- 
donesia that it really won't interfere in Indonesia's internal affaires, 
Sudharmono said, 


Concerning U.S. foreign aid, Sudharmono added that Gerald Ford explained 
that what will be decreased is the increases in foreign aid. But the overall 
total won't be decreased. However, he didn't give any detailed explanation. 
“However, for Indonesia,” the minister said, “in developing economic 
cooperation, it is not entirely a matter of aid being cut off." 


He said that what Indonesia hopes for is liberalization of trade relations 
so that there won't be any difficulty for the entry of goods produced 

by developing countries like Indonesia into U.S. markets. Among other 
matters, there are the tarrifs and the tin quotas. The U.S. has just issued 
an announcement releasing ite tin reserves. As a result producing countries 
like Indonesia have concerns, said Sudharmono, using this as an example. 
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INDONESIA 


OVERSEAS CHINESE LMMIGRATION PICTURE CHANGING 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 21 Mar 81 pp 1, 12 


[Article: "Indonesian Consulate General in Hong Kong Points Out That 
Thousands of Former Hoakiao Have Given Up Their Intentions of Coming to 


Indonesia" ] 


[Excerpt] The Indonesian Consulate General in Hong Kong has pointed out 
that thousands of former Hoakiao [Overseas Chinese] in Hong Kong have 
given up their intention of returning to Indonesia because they consider 
that living conditions in Indonesia have become as difficult as their 
present living conditions. 


From late 1979 to early 1980 it is estimated that 4,000 former Hoakiao 
lined up to leave the British colony with the intention of returning to 
Indonesia, To carry out their intention, there were those who tried to 
enter by falsifying the contents of passports (replacing the photo in 
someone elses passport) falsifying passports and disguising themselves 
as sailors. 


The staff at the Indonesian Consulate General told KOMPAS in Hong Kong 
last week that it is thought that the illegal immigrants were aided by 
an international overseas Chinese syndicate. The syndicate helps foreign 
overseas Chinese to settle in certain places and indeed arangess 
citizenship applications. 


But recently the Consulate General has been hearing different reports, that 
lining and seeking work in Indonesia is “extremely difficult". So instead 
of seeking a new place full of risks, in addition to having to adapt to 

a new environment, the Hoakiao feel it is better not to leave Hong Kong. 
They have also heard about what happened in Solo [Surakarta] and Semarang 
last year which has been exaggerated by their own people. 


To substantiate this report, KOMPAS sources at the Indonesian Consulate 
General point to the tours to Indonesia. Seven recent tours (each group 
had at least 50 participants) to Indonesia arranged by one company, 
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all returned in tact as they left Hong Kong. There was no one who deserted 
to remain in Indonesia. 


The report has aleo been partially confirmed by Chief of public relations 
at the Directorate of Information Dre Subagio. 


Answering a KOMPAS question on 20 March, Subagio added the element of 
tightened sucurity as the main obstacle for illegal immigrants 

entering Indonesia. "At present security is more intensive and more atten- 
tive to their job," he added. 


The change factor in the political Life in mainland China has also played 
a role in obstructing the entry of illegal immigrants into Indonesia. 

He said as an example that western life style has begun to infiltrate 
mailand China. There is also the threat from the north (USSR) which 
requires people who can be called on from time to time to defend their 
country. 


Although there is the indication that the entry of illegal immigrants 
into Indonesia is slackening off, the chief of the public relations for 
the department of immigration called on all parties to continue to 
maintain vigilence. Consciousness must be planted from below beginning 
with RT [neighborhood associations] and RW [citizens associations]. This 
is because officials at the lowest levels know the most about new people 
and foreigners who are in their areas. 
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INDONESIA 


RELATIONS GOOD WITH NORTH KOREA 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 19 Mar 81 p 12 


[Article: "Minister of Foreign Affairs Mochtar: Indonesia-North Korea 
Relations Good for Some Time") 


[Text] Minister of Foreign Affairs Mochtar feels that Indonesia's relations 
with North Korea are extremely good at present, and this not only includes 
official relations. He gave as an example the fact that in international 
forums Indonesia and North Korea often cooperate. 


He pointed out that in the Non-block conferences since Havana, Indonesia 
and North Korea have always had close cooperation. A SINAR HARAPAN 
reporter who covered the Non-block summit conference in Havana in 1979 
reported that Indonesia's good offices were used to help North Korea get 
a seat on the coordination bureau. 


Mochtar spoke of the good and more than official relations while commenting 
on an analysis broadcast by BBC London in Indonesian on the morning of 

16 March during which it was reported that the President of North Korea 

Kim I] Sung in an interview with several Japanese reporters had said that 
he desires to stimulate friendship with the non-communist countries of 
southeast Asia. 


Relations between Indonesia and North Korea have been established for a 
long time. Since the days of the previous government (Orde Lama) those 
relations haven't ever been disturbed. In fact since the relations have 
been established for several years, Indonesia is in a more favorable posi- 
tion than the other four members of ASEAN [Association of South East Asian 
Nations] because it isn't necessary to make approaches to open relations. 
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INDONESIA 


DISUNITY IN GOVERNMENT CAUSED BY POWER CENTERS 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 25 Mar 81 pp 1, 12 


[Article:"Acecording to Dr Juwono Sudarsono, Certain Power Centers Have 
Caused Disunity] 


[Excerpts] Dr Juwono Sudarsono sees the presence of certain Indonesian 
national sicknesses which obstruct the progress of the nation. Among 
others there is the tendency that anything called government has never 
been unified. 


Juwono said this on 24 March to participants of the National Study Forum 
held by the Indonesian National Student Movement (GMNI) in Ciawi Bogor. 


He said that as a result of this lack of unity in the government, every time 
an economic problem or political problem arises, it is always handled by 
special groups as power centers, depending on what kind of problem it is. 


For example, there was a problem with Japan and so there were special 
groups of officials who had good relations with Japan who were prone to 
favor Japan. According to Juwono this isn't unusual. Only it is to be 
regretted that these power centers that form special groups aren't united. 


This kind of government, consisting of power centers that form their own 
special groups, is always bargaining among itself about what it is doing. 
As long as there isn't one power center that is able to overpower the 
other power centers, there will always be compromise. In this way every 
policy issued will be the results of compromise and will be a half hearted 
policy. 


Juwono said that the presence of these power centers will in a short time 
cause the governmental elite group not to be able to make its selections 
on foreign capital investments. "Most of them are already caught up in 
this important matter for what they can get,” he added. 


Juwono also said that he could understand the demands by students and others 
that officials be honest and not accept commissions. "This demand can be 
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understood because the students have never had the experience or faced 
those who want to give commissions," he said, 


In return Juwono asked the students whether in 10 years time when they 
have become high officials they will be invunerable to the offer of 
commissions’? "It is uncertain whether I myself could reject them and 

such a question can't be settled academically because it is one of politi- 
cal practice,” he added, 


He feels that Indonesia will experience critical years in 1985-1990, 
because during that period Indonesia must pay the highest debt installments 
it has ever paid since the New Order began. He estimates that 20 percent 

of the value of all exports will have to be used to pay the installments, 
while national resources for export, especially petroleum, will decrease. 


In addition between 1985-1990 Indonesia's role and credibility as the 
Non=block country which could motivate a desire to strive for a new inter- 
national economic system, will face severe tests, particularly in its efforts 
to strengthen the "South-South" unity in the "North-South" struggle. 


Indonesia's diplomatic picture will also become increasingly questioned 
during this decade because of the critical problems being faced domestically, 
which in part will disrupt the ability to take an active role in efforts 

to create world peace. 


Meanwhile there is the long-continuing sickness, namely that no government 
whatever its stripe, has been free from the reality that it hasn't been 
able to be self-sufficient in food. Each year the forwign exchange reserves 
are used to import rice at an ever increasing rate. 


According to Juwono, the policy being implemented is in reality altogether 
different from the policy implemented by the Sukarno government. At that 
time Indonesia wanted to play a political role which was very important 
outside, but which didn't destroy the domestic economy. But at present, 

we are busy destroying the domestic economy by many shortages and the poli- 
tical role being implemented isn't too outstanding, even though it is being 
carried out in the Non-block and ASEAN [Association of South East Asian 
Nations] groups. 


Juwono feels that now is the time to seek a balance so that Indonesia's 
political role can become a kind of lamp or star light that can become 
a guideline for other development. 
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INDONESIA 


ATTACK ON POLICE SECTOR COMMAND SEEN AS HAVING POLITICAL BACKGROUND 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 20 Mar 81 pp 1, 12 


[Article: "Kopkamtib Explains Attack on Cicendo Police Sector Command in 
Bandung; Three Police Killed, Instigators Apprehended"] 


[Text] On 11 March 1981 around 100 hours WIB [West Indonesian Time] the 
Cicendo Kosekta [city police sector command) 8606 in the city of 
Bandung was attacked by an unknown bank of 15 people using a truck and 
carrying both firearms and knives. Resistance was carried out with three 
Indonesian policemen being killed and another being seriously wounded. 


The Commander of Kopkamtib [command for the restoration of security and 
order] Adm Sudomo told this to the press on 19 March at the press room 

of the department of defense and security. During the press conference, 
Adm Sudomo was accompanied by Commander of Kodam [military command region] 
VI/Siliwangi Maj Gen Yogie Suardi Memed as special executive officer 
(Laksus) for the West Java Kopkamtib and Commander of Police Region VII/ 
Langlangbuana Police maj Gen Drs Muryono and Information Service Chief 
for police headquarters Police Brig Gen Darmawan and others. 


Adm Sudomo added that "the band then fled after burning documents, re- 
leasing four detainees accused of automobile theft and carrying away 
equipment and several motocycles, some of which were being held as 
evidence in traffic violations." 


On the same day, a chase operation was launched by regional Laksus and 
the Indonesian police. Eventually the instigators were apprehended and the 
four detainees they released were recaptured. 


The operation also succeeded in seizing four firearms, four motorcycles 
and other equipment that had been carried off. 


From investigations it can be reported that the motive behind the attack 
was to get weapons and funds to support operations that have a specific 
political background. The process of investigation continues and it is 
expected that in a short time this case can be legally completed by 
being brought to trial. 








CC SOUSESSSS S$ 


It should be remembered that following the incident both central and region- 
al Kopkamtib have called on the press to not write up articles about the 
case for the time being, not to cover it up but because of the secrecy and 
follow-up of the security operation which is being carried out by the 

West Java Laksus and the Indonesian police. 


In reality the "off-the-record" call was not heeded by two newspapers, 
the "M" in Bandung and the "SIB" in Medan, In fact this seems to have 
been done deliberately for specific reasons, so that the operation under- 
way had to be stopped and changed, 





Strong action has been taken by the department of information against the 
two newspapers because of the violation of the ethics code. And following 
discussions with the Press Bureau, the owners and reporters of the two 
newspapers were detained by local Laksus for the time being for further 
investigations relating to the deliberate leaking of military secrets. 


To the public a call has been issued to increase watchfulness so as not 
to be caught up in side issues relating to the case which have been 
deliberately thrown in for specific purposes. 


Aften giving this information Sudomo answered many questions at the press 
conference about the incident at Bandung but almost all were declared as 
"off-the-record". 
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INDONESIA 


LABOR UNEASY OVER GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 26 Mar 81 pp l, 12 


[Article: "Indonesian FBSI, KADIN: Workers Uneasy Because Government 
Policies Not Consistent"] 


[Excerpts] The all Indonesian Labor Federation (FBSI) and the businessmen's 
organization KADIN (Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry) are in 
agreement that the recent unrest in the labor sector, particularly in 

the textile and lumber industries, has been due to the inconsistency in 
government policies. 


This statement was issued together by FBSI chairman Drs Agus Sudono and 
a KADIN chairman A. Baramuli S.H. during a press conference on 25 
March at the Dshif Jaya Boulevard Hotel in Jakarta. 


According to Agus Sudono, the recent inconsistent government policies 
particularly relate to the textile and lumber industries. In these 
sectors the regulations for issuance of Export Certificates have 

made it impossible for businessmen to export goods. Also the rumors 

about a decrease in import taxes for all imported textile components from 
raw materials to ready-made goods have caused uneasiness in the business 


community. 


All of this has produced a sluggishness in the textile world recently. This 
doesn't include the imprt quotas fixed by some West European countries, 
such as Britain, France, Netherlands and Luxemburg, which add to the 
increasing seriousness of the situation in the textile world and at the 
same time have an effect on workers because businesses aren't on full 


time operations. 


The textile quotas for western Europe also are one reason for the weaknesses 
of the government's representations at the Republic of Indonesia embassies 
in western Europe. Embassy officials are indirectly responsible for the 

low textile quotas for Indonesia. For example, textile production in Indo- 
nesia which is 2.240 billion meters a year was only reported to be 1 billion 
meters by officials of the embassies in Europe. Also the amount of ready- 
made clothing exports were listed by embassy officials as being far below 











the actual amounts exported by Indonesia. Because of these mistaken reports 
by officials some western European countries have fixed their quotas very 
low. 


Both Baramuli and Agus Sudono egree that the number of uneasy workers 

is around 1.5 million at present. Most of them are textile and lumber in- 
dustry workers. This uneasiness is caused by the lack of assurance about 
the fate of the businesses where they work. 


Concerning the lumber industry at present, it seems that the three-minister 
SKB (Joint Directive) issued by the ministry of industry, the minister 

of trade and the minister of finance, clearly has created difficulties 

for the other ministers. Because in accord with the three-minister SKB 

as it effects the lumber sector, exports are only permitted in the 

lumber industry when a certain round f’°ure of lumber for domestic industry 
has been met. This has caused many busi.vesses to stop because they 

couldn't export. 


Agus Sudono further said that up to the present there are 7.6 million 
people in the work force that need jobs. This 7.6 million total was 
figured to the end of Pelita III so that if following Pelita III 

that total can't be put to work, it will continue to increase. 


The FBSI chairman feels that a National Work Opportunity Council should 
be formed to provide a listing of workers needed and coupled with 

this should be a listing of the education needed. In this way there would 
be a plan for the use of workers. 


A. Baramuli admits that private companies have been slow in developing 
their activities and aren't filling their need for workers. But all of this 
is due to the government policies which often don't support the development 
of business. With the development of business, the businessmen could 

save funds which could then be used to expand their businesses. 
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INDONESIA 


MONEY IN CIRCULATION UP SHARPLY 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 21 Mar 81 p 2 


[Article:"Minister of Finance Ali Wardhana: Money in Circulation Has In- 
creased 20 Fold"] 


[Text] Minister of Finance Ali Wardhana said that the money in circulation 
in Indonesia has increased 20 times in the last 10 years. This is from 

250 billion rupiahs in 1970 to 7 trillion rupiahs in 1980, It has increased 
more than 25 times in the credit sector, from 300 billion rupiahs in 1970 
to 0.5 [sic] trillion rupiahs in 1980, 


Minister Ali Wardhana said this during an installation ceremony for several 
bank officials at the department of finance on 20 March. The bank officials 
installed are: Engineer Kuntoadji appointed as principal director of the 
Indonesian Development Bank (Bapindo); Drs Subekti Ismaun as Bapindo 
director; R. Djamu Achmad S.E. as director of the State Commerce Bank (BDN); 
Surasa as BDN director and Drs. Marzuki Usman M.A. as member of the board 
of directors of Bumi Daya Bank (BBD). 


Minister Ali Wardhana admitted that in development before Repelita III 
[third 5-year development plan] in certain situations stresses often 

took place on the economic stability, particularly in the monetary sector. 
In addition, price increases were very high. All of this was caused by 
sharp increases in the money in circulation. 


The amount of money in circulation will continue to increase sharply, in 
particular because the APBN(National Income and Expense Budget] will con- 
tinue to increase. For fiscal 1980/1981 it is estimated that the APBN 
will end with a 11 trillion rupiahs total and this will be 14 trillion 
rupiahs in the 1981/1982 APBN, These increases will increase the amount 


money in circulation. 


With the increased amounts of money in circulation, the responsibility on 
the banks in managing it becomes increasingly difficult. The amount of money 
in circulation has sharply increased. In 1978 there was o.5 trillion ru- 
piahs in circulation. In 1979 it increased to 1 trillion rupiahs and in- 
creased again in 1980 to 1.5 trillion rupiahs according to Ali Wardhana. 
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INDONESIA 


JOINT OLL EXPLORATIONS TO BE CONDUCTED IN WEST SUMATRA 


Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 16 Mar 81 pp 8, 9 


[Article: "Pertamina-Caltex Contract; O11 Exploration in West Sumatra to 
Cost $60 Million") 


[Excerpts] On Thursday 12 March a joint Pertamina [National Oil and Natu- 
ral Gas Company|Caltex team began exploring the possibility of carrying 
out oil exploration in West Sumatra in a concession area of 7,625 square 
kilometers, They will meet with local government and civilian leaders in 
the three districts of the concession area, namely Sawahlunto/Sijunjung, 


Solok and Tanah Datar. 


This is the outworking of the production-sharing contract signed by 
Pertamina and Chevron Singkarak Inc/Texaco Singkarak Inc which was 
approved by the President on 8 January 1981. The exploration contract 
was signed on 12 February 1981 by Chevron/Texaco as contractors and Per- 
tamina and Caltex Pacific Indonesia as operators. Caltex will invest $60 
million for exploration and implementation costs over a 6-year period. 
If there are no delays, explorations will begin in April 1981. 


Normally oil wells are found in low lying plains or even off-shore. So, 
this will be the first time in Indonesia than explorations will be 
conducted in a high hilly plateau area such as West Sumatra. 


Harun Al Rasjid, chairman of the board of directors of Caltex «id if 
the exploration is successful, oil production will be increased in 
Indonesia, At present Caltex production alone is 780,000 barrels a 

day from 65 oil fields. "We hope and feel sure that the explorations 
in West Sumatra using the latest technological equipment will succeed, 
he said, 


Chairman of Pertamina's Foreign Contractors Coordination Board (BKKA) 
Engr D. Zahar said that in the production sharing contract, management 
is completely in Pertamina's hands. All exploration, investment and 

production costs are the responsibility of the contractor who will get 
back all operational costs. There is a production-sharing division of 
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S515 for oil and 70-30 for gaa, 


The contractor must pay corporate taxes and taxes on interest, dividends 
and royalties d‘rectly to the government, Concerning control of the oil, 
the government has the option of selling to the contractor a part of its 
Oil as long as the oil sold or received ia not leas than 50 percent of 
the total production, 


[f ofl isa found, the contractor will set aside 10 percent of its interests 
for participation by an Indonesian company to be determined by Pertamina, 
The contractor must be prepared to turn over 28.57 percent of its production 
share to be processed in Indonesia and construct an oil refinery or 
petrochemical plant in Indonesia, if there is no guaranteed processing 
available and if its share is in excess of 100,000 to 175,000 barrels a day. 


According to Zahar, after the 5th year the contractor must make oil 
available for domestic fuel oil on a proportional basis at a price of 
20 cents to the dollar, The original concession area will be returned 
in stages so that at the end of the 6th year no more than 20-25 percent 
will remain with the contractor. 


Chief of the geological section of Chevron/Texaco Chaidar Makki said 

that geological discoveries around Danau Singkarak have met the con- 
ditions needed to surmise that oil is to be found in the region. Original 
stone,that with oil seeping from its sediment has been found in the 
Sangkarewant and Ombilin regions. Also there has been discovered oozings 
of oil in the Sijunjung and Singkarak areas with the oil type being 

the same as the oil from Duri’ (Riau) that has been changed by bacteria. 


In the exploration strategy preliminary seismic exploration to determine 
the basin configuaration, the thickness of the sediment, how the oil 

is entrapped coupled with gravity and magnetic investigations, geologi- 
cal maps of the surface and the interpretation of aerial photos reveal 
petroleum possibilities in the Ombilin basin, according to Chaidar Makki. 
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INDONESIA 


LIMITED VISION SEEN AS MAJOR ERROR IN AGRICULTURAL POLICY 
jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 26 Mar 81 pp l, 9 


[Article: "Professor Gunawan Satari: Natural Resources Have Reached 
Critical Point") 


[Excerpts] At present the natural resources found in Indonesia have reached 
a critical point, due to the condition of land, water, forest and genetic 
resources. Almost all of them are in poor condition. 


This was stated by first chairman of Peragi (Association of Indonesian 
Agronomy experts) Professor Dr Engr Gunawan Satari at a press conference 
on 25 March. The press conference was held to prepare the way for the 
second national congress of Peragi which will be held in Jakarta from 

31 March to 2 April. 


The first chairman of Peragi said “Agriculture efforts occupy an important 
place and role in Indonesia. But we have made a major error in thinking 
that the agriculture sector is only working the soil and planting the 
crops. 


So as quickly as possible we must desire and be able to chang this wrong 
thinking. Farmers must be enabled to use the advances made in the de- 
veloping agriculture technology sector while they become progressive 
businessmen or industrialists. 


Up to now our thinking and actions have been more harmful than beneficial 
to the farmers. Agriculture officials too have made the same mistakes. 
Right now farmers are only “helped” and guided from above. The result is 
that they have succeeded in increasing agricultural production but aren't 
able to process and market their produce. In other words, farmers have not 
been stimulated to develop creativity and capabilities. 


The result of this limited agricualtural thinking is that without realic. 


it they are ruining the natural resources (land, water, forests and 
genetic recources). 
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Recognizing this, according to Prof Gunawan Satari, the members and supporters 
of Peragi, a total of around 468 people (active members) will endeavor to 
improve thie sad aituation, The second Peragi congress will formulate 

a proper operational atrategy which will then be submitted to the government. 


Various activities will be undertaken to improve the damage to the existing 
natural resources. Efforts will be made to improve the damaged condition 

of thousands of DAS (river flow areas) regions. Thie will be done by 
creating a unified development area for the DAS regions. Agricultural 
activities, developed around the DAS regions, will be limited and managed 
through a coordinated agricultural activity pattern. In this way the 
natural resources (water resources) and total environmental conservation 
can be reunited as it was originally. 


In addition, the level and role of farmers, which has been considered low 
will be changed and increased in a proper proportion, In particular the 
smal! farmer whose role is very importenat will be guided to become a busi- 
nessman and industrialists in addition to being able to use developments 

in agriculture technology. 


These activities will be undertaken in a variety of ways. For example, the 
agricultural activities of the small farmer will slowly be united into 
farmers' ¢ oups, so that the production unit per hectare can be increased 
and a shorter time used. 


This increase in production will result in additional income for the 
farmers and will have a possitive effect on the program to adequately 
meet the people's need for calories and protein. In fact, indirectly the 
increases in agricultural production and the small farmer's income, will 
also motivate the develorment of activities in the industry and other 
sectors. 


Prot Gunawan Satari admits that in the carrying out of this program Peragi 
will face various complex and difficult obstacles and problems. So, this 
effort will require help and support from various competent agencies to 
handle the agriculture problems and natural resources needed by the whole 
nation. 
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EDITORIAL VIEWS LIBYAN-U.S. RELATIONS 


Peshawar KHYBER MAIL in English 20 May 81 p 3 


{[Editorial: “Libyan<-U.S. Fall Out") 


[Text | 


A recent action by the 
United States in expelling 
Libyan diplomats from the 
country was not only sud. 
den but also drastic. It has 
come to as close to break. 
ing of diplomatic relations 
as is possible under the 
circumstances, with § the 
United States purchasing 
a substantial portion of Lib. 
yan oi] and having a large 
number of Libyan students 
getting educated in the 
country. The charge level. 
led by Washington is that 
Libya supported internatio. 
naj terrorism. It is surpri. 
sing that a nation which 
has had a long record of si. 
milar activit es, albeit = in 
a more sop) isticated frame 
of reference, the Centra) Ln. 


streets have been dipped in 
the blood of honest-to-God 
men by the gangsterism of 
the notorious Mafia, the or. 
ganisation with whe lowest 


cal action was ever taken 


ty is its burning desire to 
see justice done to the Pa 
eutintene Gham hemetend 


Islamic world to be most 
completely united in persu- 
ance of the edicts of the 
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PAKISTAN 


achieving the objectives. 
the fault could not be found 
in Libya but in the unreli- 
able friendliness of the Uni. 
ted States itself. The lat’ *r 
has on record of leaving its 
closest friends in the lurcn 
in moments of crisis. and 
Pakistan is one of th» coun. 
tries which can bear pusi. 
tive witness to this. One 
can s*e the lukewarm at. 
titude of the American se. 
curity advisors and officiais 


in acceding to an incom. 
plete assistance to this 

















country while it stands 


four square On the edge of 
a precipice since the incur 
sion of the Soviets into Af 
ghanistan, The trouble is 
that all American foreign 
policies are governed oy 
the insensate patronage 
given to the Israelis for 
which it would not like any 
Musiim nation to be strong 
enough even if in the pro- 
cess it has to face severe 
dangers from Soviet expan. 
sioism. The latest sign of 
Libyan devotion to the urt- 
ty of al-Islam came from 
Moscow where Col. Muam- 
mar  alQadhdhafi pulled 
the leg of his greatest 
friend, President Brezhnev, 
on the matter of the Soviet 
policy in Afghanistan. It is 
only a part of the diploma. 
tic game that in the final 
communique words had to 
be carefully inserted in or- 
der to bring out @ measure 
of unanimity for internatio. 
nal consumption. 

The American animosity 
seems to be placed in a dif- 
ferent context. There have 
been gathering cloud of 
of military action within 
the programme of Israeli 
expansionism, this time 
against Lebanon, and the 
likely explosion that may 
result from it. The United 
States Rapid Denloyment 
Force has been , ering 
up in the Indian Oman, ob- 
taining mghtof-way for 
arms and men from the 


NATO countries, not 80 
much to face the Soviet 
threat but to contain Arab 
and Muslim resistance to 


tries not to sell arms to it. 
France has already suspen- 
ded the despatch of mis- 
sile patrol boats to Tripoli, 
though already paid for and 
ready for their maiden trip. 
These efforts had already 
been planned and the ac- 
tion of diplomatic expul- 
sion was Only an excuse. 


this stage was inadvisable. 
In the meantime, the situa- 
tion in Lebanon has taken 
a serious turn, as expected. 
Syna's installation of __ its 
SAM missiles in Lebanon 
has brought matters to a 
head, though it was only a 
defensive action against the 
terrorism spread by Israel 
through a series of ‘uncalled 
for attacks by air, sea and 
land on that country. Now, 
President Reagan's repre. 
sentative cools hig heels in 
the Middle East to. delay 
matters while Israel prepa. 
res. Libya has. already 
thrown its lot with Syria if 
things gO worse. There 
seems to be a method i{n the 
American madness' 
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RAMPANT CORRUPTION CALLED MAIN CAUSE OF KARACHI PROBLEMS 


Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 23 May 81 p 8 


[Text ] 


The Senior Sind Miniter, Me 
Rasool Bux Taipur, last mignt 
called for strict measures to 
curb corruption in the civic 
bodies of Karachi and help 
soive the muluifanous problems 
of thls metropolis. 

, Pressaing over a seminar of 
‘the problems of Karachi held 
under we suspices of Associa- 
tion of Young Social Workers at 
a local hotel, he said the main 
cause of our problems are ram- 


Sant cerruetion in almost aii 
walks of life Unieas people 
shed ‘be. present attitude of 


trying to ge, tich quick througa 
‘aur means or foul, the collec- 
t.ve problems would continue to 
muitply. He advised all people 
to make conscious endeavour to 
earn “Rizq-i-Halal” (lawful in- 
come’ and to do away with 
‘emptations of making money 
ov questionable me 6. 

The Senior Minister said there 
should be strict accountability 
of ail those involved in pubilis 
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affairs, whether Wey were 4 
power or out 

Poinung to the present short- 
age of electricity in Karachi, he 
said i» wee mainly due ww 
“thefts of electric power. 


Mr Taipur said the unwieldy 
mugration of people from up- 
country to Karachi was another 
major cause of the problems of 
this city. He advocated to check 
of this muigratior. 

The Senior Pro incial Minis- 
ver said the spawning Katchi 
Abadis had turned entire Kara- 
chi into an almost “katcha” 
city. It wae the duty of civic 
bodies officicls and police to 
prevent further growth of such 
Katchi Abadis. “Those found 
wanting in their performance of 
duties should be taken to wsk.” 
he added. 

Mr Talpur suggested that an 
effective coordination agency 
should be instituted for the 
several dowen civic agencies io 
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the city. He said Karachi was 
the very heart of Pakistan, and 
unless the problems of this 
metropolis were solved, the 
country’s future prosperity ard 
well-being would be affected. 

The Commissioner of Karachi, 
Mr M. M Usmani, in his speech 
proposed that a federation of 
various civic agencies in Kara- 
chi should be formed. He said 
!y was not practicable to merge 
all the civic bodies. 

Brigadier S. S. Qasim, Chair. 
man, Karachi Transport Cor- 
poration. explained the various 
steps taken by KTC to increase 
the nurnber of buses in the city 
for solving the transport prov- 
lems o. the people 

Other speakers included Kha- 
num Gohar Ejar, Mr Ishtiay 
Azhar, Mr Abdul Hakim and Mr 
Mahfoorun Nabi K..an 

Earlier, Mr Kemran Mirza 
Rizki, President of the Associa- 
ar welcomed the chief cues*. 








PAKISTAN 


SATELLITE LAUNCHING CAPABILITY DISCUSSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 29 May 81 Supplement p IV 





[Article by Muhammad Ali Siddiqi] 


[Text | 


With more and more satell- 
ites going up into space and with 
the neighbounng ‘science super- 
power’ joining the exclusive club 
of satellite-spinners, where does 
this country of ours stand in this 
most modern of man’s techni- 
ques to conquer the Universe” 


Can Pakistan, for instance, hope 
to put a satellite of its own into orbit 
in the near future — not by just pres- 
ing the button of a rocket made by 
others but as part of 4 project visua- 
ised, handled and executed entirely 
by Pakistani engineers themselves’ 

The reply comes from an 
expert: some two decades back, this 
country was firing rockets that went 
upto 160 kilometres into space. 
Today, we have more powerful rock - 
ets that can, and do, go upto a heh 
of S00 kms. (For putting a satelite 
into space, a rocket must be able to 
cross the atmosphere and reach a 
minimum height of 100  kilome- 
tres). This means techrucally speaking 
Pakistan: rockets today have a thrust 
that can easily put a crescent on the 
horwon 

The expert here is Salim Mah- 
mood, who has been associuted, 
directly or indirectly, with the firing 
f no less than one hundred and fifty 
rockets on behalf of SUPARCO 
‘he nattonal agency for space and 
upper atmuspheri research which 
ne now heads and with which he has 
been associated since its inception 
some twenty years ago. 





The way SUPARCO came into 
being a. d the part Salim played in it 
consttute an interesting episode. 

Way back, in 1961, when Salim 
was working in the US at the Oak 
Ridge School of Reactor Technology, 
Tennessee, he received a telephone 
call. The Pakistan Embassy wanted 
him to rush to Washington for a 
hush-hush meeting with a top person- 
age, and no time was to be lost. 

Salim dashed to Washington, 
along with another Pakistani scien- 
tist, Tariq Mustafa, and in walked 
into the Embassy lounge Pakistan 
President's Chief Scientific Adviser, 
Prof. Abdus Salam. 

Salam told Salim in no uncer- 
tain terms Pakistan had to have a 
rocket programme, that his qualifi- 
cation both as a nuclear engineer and 
as an electronics expert stood him in 
good stead for piloting such a prog- 
ramme and that he had to return 
home (haste. 

was in September 1961, 
In less than three months, SUPARCO 
was born a rocket firing range at 
Sonman. , some 50 kms northwest of 
Karachi, organized and work got 
going with top speed. 

| remember | had come out of a 


cinema hall on the evening of June 7, 


1962, and found crowds looking up 
into a sky that had more than the 
usual twilight hue. The horizon was 
red and people were wondering. 


An hour later, m its 8 p.m. 
bulletin, Radio Pakistan announced 
SUPARCO had fired its first rocket, 
Rehbar One, carrying a sodium pay- 
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load whose release had turned the 
sky scarlet. 

. Useful scientific data had been 
collected and plans were on for fur- 
ther ‘aunching. Four days iater, 
Rahbar Il, a two-stage rocket, was 
fired and it went to an altitude in 
excess of 160 kms. This was nearly a 
year before India could fire its 
first rocket of similar type. 

Since then for understandable 
reasons, b »lum's utter distaste, 
SUPARCC com. to be associated 
with metec ay. 

“This is aot the case,” he insists. 
“Our rocket programme is an entirely 

Why should we go in for rocket- 
ry’? Isn't this a waste of valuable 
resources, technical and financial, for 
a developing country like ours that 
imports milk powder and ‘zor 
blades’ 

No, says Salim. ‘It is neglecting 
rocketry that is a luxury.” 

In fact, a broad-based rocketry 
programme, he feels, will be the pre- 
cruso, of Pakistan's overall liftoff 


into the realm of higher and sophis- 
ticated technology. For, rocketry, he 
says, iS m . an isolated and self- 
contained discipline, ‘it is a cong- 
lomerate of technologies - electro- 
nics, computer science, avionics, ther- 
modynamics, nuclear phyucs, metal. 


uray and even medicine that go 
into the firing of a rocket or the 
launching of a satellite.’ 


Why is it, however, that we do 
not hear of SUPARCO anymore? 
Security reasons’ 

No, he says. “1 believe in mor 
taining a tow profile. But this does 








not mean SUPARCO has been dor- 
mant all these years,’ 

He dwelt at length on 
SUPARCO's future plags, the prog: 
reas his organisation has made all 
these years and the major break: 
Uvough Unat has been achieved in the 
Manufacture of rockets entirely 
within Pakistan, ' 

In the 60's, during the Rehbar 
generation of rockets, “we only 
assembled = =parts obtained = from 
abroad) Now we manufacture all 
parts of the rockets ourtelves, inclu- 
ding electronic parts and computers.’ 


In fact, he claimed, the dectro- 
fucs instrumentation lab facilities 
avulable io SUPARCO were the best 
in the country. 


Future plans 


What specifically, then, are 
SUPARCO’s future plans? 

lust, there is a dowing down 
of rocket-firing activity throughout 
the world, because satellites have 
taken over the functions of the 
rockets. So, SUPARCO wil now 


concentrate on making use of satell- 
ites already in space. 

In other words, SUPARCO will 
make ue of foreign satellites for 
economk purposes, like probing the 
geological formations, so as to locate 
and = exploit = Pakistan's mineral 
wealth, gather more information 
about glaciers in Pakistan's mowy 
heights, develop TV and micro- 
wave communication and ensure the 
transmission of TV's educational 
programmes to Pakistan’: teeming 
millions in the villages. 


own", When? He didn't my."Soon?" 
He kept quiet. 

Third, he emphasized the need 
“to have our own national program, 
even Uf it is modest" 

Talking to him makes it clear 
Salim is the man the nation can rely 
upon to do the job, for there is no 
position he has not held in Pakistan's 


An MSc. in Physics from the 
Punjab University and post graduate 
qualificauons im nuclear engineering 
with specialisation in electronks, 
Salim has experience of wo) at some 
of the world’s most ac + Space 
Stationss including the Wallops Flight 
Test Centre run by NASA at Wallops 
island, Virginia. , 

It was, however, his wresstible 
energy and a pas@on for service to 
Pakistan that often brought him in 
conflict with his superiors and 
even led, for about a year, to his 
absence from the national prog- 
ramme 

An example of he enterprising 
nature was his insistence that he 
would build a ground station at 
Dacca for receiving pictures from 
Tiros, a weather satellite. His bosses 
opposed him, and Dr. |. H. Usmani, 
never at a low for words, gave him 
the goah ad with the words: “Either 
you go up like a rocket or get fired - 
luke a rocket'” 

Well. Salim went up — like a 
rocket. For the ground station that 
he budt in 1968 correctly forecast 
the terrible 1970 cyclone, rated as 
th century's worst, when it was 
still 700 miles away in the Bay of 
Benga! 
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PAKISTAN 


PAKISTANI YOUTH UNLON STATEMENT ON CONDEMNED PRISONERS 
LD261010 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 25 May 81 


[Report on statement issued by the Pakistani Federal Union of Students--dat« not 
given] 


[Text] The Pakistani Federal Union of Students declares its deepest hatred and 
wrath at a situation brought about by the military clique in Islamabad which 
could lead to the death of Habib Baluch, the well-known political leader of 
Baluchi youth, and eight other youth leaders, who have been convicted as the 
result of a ludicrous military court verdict. 


The Pakistani Federal Union of S.udents points out that the courageous and demo- 
cratic students of Baluchistan and other provinces defend the claims of Hamid 
Baluch and the other eight Baluchi youth leaders who have the courage and daring 
to oppose the military government, do not want their country to be a crossing 
point for imperialist aggressors and are attempting to raise and reflect the 
indignation and anger of the courageous Baluchi people in connection with the 
employment of Baluchi youths as the soldiers of the client regime of Soltan 
Qabus, that imperialist tool, against the revolutionaries and progressive forces 
in the Persian Gulf. 


The use of tear gas and police -ightsticks against the recent student gatherings 
on the campus of Quetta University and in Moltan, and the arrest of several 
hundred students has once again revealed the reactionary and fascist nature of 
the military gang and their actions in violating the sanc ity of educational 
institutions. Similarly, it must be pointed out that educational institutions 
and centers in most Pakistani cities have been closed by the militery clique, 

as a result of which youth educction has been severely disrupted. 


The Pakistani Federal Union of Students points out in its statement that the 
speeding up of the extensive arms buildup in Pakistan, the adventurous, expensive 
and harmful projects of the Pakistani military rulers in manufacturing a nuclear 
bomb and the oppression and force applied to various strata of the masses of the 
people and progressive youths by the military clique are all closely linked. But 
various students, youths, workers, peasants and intellectuals, who are under 
severe pressure from the socioeconomic crisis today, which has increased as a 
result of the antipeople's and undemocratic policy of the military regime, will 
never slacken their struggle to bring back the sovereignty of the people and 

















their democratic and civil rights, flouted by the heretic and brutal power of the 
militarists. 


The union congratulates students and the youths of Pakistan on carrying out their 
responsibilities to society by courageously opposing the military regime, defend- 
ing the people's democratic and civil rights and opposing imperialist and 
hegemonist designs for the disruption of peace and security in the region. 


In its statement the Pakistani Federal Union of Studenis condemns the unjust and 
illegal nature of all imprisonment orders, and particularly death sentences given 
by military courts against political workers, while civil courts have been 
deprived of their authority in exercising justice in political cases, and it 
demends that the death sentence on Habib Baluch and the other youth leaders 
should be nullified immediately and all political prisoners and arrested students 
should be freed. 


The Pakistani Federal Union of Students warns the tyrant band of Ziaul Haq that 
it will account for every drop of blood that is shed by every patriot. The death 
of Hamid Baluch and others, if they are executed, will not be allowed without 
retribution from the courageous, democratic students and peace-loving youths. 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


POLISH DRY CARGO VESSEL DELIVERY--Pakistan will get the delivery of the first of 
eight dry cargo vessels, nearing completion at the Gdansk Shipyard in Poland in 
the third week of June this year. The 15,000 deadweight tonnage vessel, which 
has been named mv Nawabshah, was actually scheduled to be delivered on May 31. 
Under an agreement, Poland will supply eight ships to Pakistan National Shipping 
Corporation at a ost of 87 million dollars. According to the agreement, 90 per 
cent cost of the vessels under-construction will be met from the yard credit pro- 
vided by Poland and the PNSC will only be required to pay 10 per cent of the cost 
of each vessel as downpayment. The rate of interest on the credit is seven per 
cent per annum. The re-payment of the credit will be due in 10 to 15 years. 

Each of these vessels will have air-conditioned accommodation for 50 officers 

and crew members. There will also be a mosque on board each vessel for offering 
prayers. [By Mansoor Alam) [Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 23 May 81 p 8] 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


POLICE WARNED ON POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT--Major-General Fidel Ramos has warned the 
Philippine Constabulary and the Integrated National Police against involvement in 
partisan politics. The PC chief also called on all the personnel of the twin 
commands to exert all efforts to make the forthcoming June 16 presidential elec- 
tion clean, orderly and honest. The appeal of the PC chief was sounded in a 
conference with Central Visayas Constabulary and police commanders at Camp Seri 
Osmena SR in Cebu City. In his speech Major-General Ramos said that the only 
time the constabulary or policeman can participate actively in an election is 
when he goes out to vote. [Text] [(HK230004 Maniia FEBC in English 2330 GMT 


22 May 81) 


NEW MUSLIM AFFAIRS MINISTRY--Manila, May 29 (AFP)--President Ferdinand Marcos 
created today a new Ministry for Muslim Affairs to “enhance the full integration 
of Muslim Filipinos in the body politic" in the face of an eight-year Muslim 
secessionist war in southern Philippines. Former southern command chief, Admiral 
Romulo Espaldon, was named to head the new ministry which will coordinate with 
local Muslim groups and foreign agencies or organizations which are involved in 
Muslim projects and activicies. The creation of the Muslim Affairs Ministry 
comes on the heels of the (?742-) nation Islamic Conference (IC) foreign ministers 
meeting in Iraq where leaders of the separatist Moro National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) are expected to lobby for more support. The Philippine Government had 
recently sent a delegation of Filipino-Muslim leaders to Iraq to counter MNLF 
appeals. Last year, some members of the IC urged economic and political sanc- 
tions against the Philippines for their failure to implement a 1976 Tripoli 
agreement with the MNLF calling for the setting up of autonomous Muslim regions. 
[Text] [OW291055 Hong Kong AFP in English 0904 GMT 29 May 81] 
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